Sentence Patterns
HSK 6 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

f& ... 24 (under the guise of)

B A scam in disguise

o A news report warns about fake charity callers.

o BANEEEZ AWER. — “Some people cheat others out of money under the guise
of charity.”

B 4 X + Z4 = under the pretext / guise of X
o f& ... 24 means using X as a cover for a different, usually bad, purpose.

o It is formal and critical, common in news and commentary.
s

ta jie chu chai zhi ming qu li you

Word guide: fii — he; fff — using; H 2% — a business trip; 2 44 — as a pretext; 7 —
went; J€Jif — on holiday.

f& ... Z%: in the name of

who link verb
e S
BA BREZHR El457
yoOu rén jie cishan zhi ming pian gian
some people under the name of charity con money

B Exposing hidden motives

o —ERFEMEZLEENHE. — “Some businesses raise prices under the banner

of environmental protection.”
o The real purpose follows the 22 44 phrase.

—ER AR BRI

......

Word guide: —2%6 — some; FjZ — businesses; f& — using; ¥f{# — environmental
protection; Z 44 — as a pretext; $£5 — raise; ##% — prices.
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B Critical tone

o f .. 2 4 implies the stated reason is a cover; use it only when you mean to
criticise.
o For a neutral “in the name of / on behalf of”, use PA ... #J44 X.

74 versus DA ... BB X
o PAAHEI4 X = on behalf of the company (neutral or official).
o fEAT]Z 4 = using the company as a cover (critical).

REAA T4 RS -

ta yi gong st de ming yi fa ydn
Word guide: fiti — he; DA — in; 23T — the company’s; 44 ¥ — name; &5 — spoke.

B Recap
o f& X Z4 + real purpose = under the guise / pretext of X (critical).
o Neutral “on behalf of” = DA ... 145 .

Practise this pattern step by step.

&E ... ff ... (by ..., bring about ...)

B A shorter wait

e A hospital report describes how a new booking system changed patients’ waiting
time.

o ERSESHRE, FRENSHNEHEET —F. — “Through a new procedure,

the hospital cut patients’ waiting time by half.”

B Subject + 33t + means + ff + result

« AjEit B C..=A, by means of B, makes C ...: the subject A does the action,
i# T gives the means, fifi the result.

o The subject must be present: PERE / 2#8¢ / A1 + @ ...

FREXRE S EEEE AR

2ué wiao tong guo zhé ci huo dong shi xué sheng géng zi xin

Word guide: 2##¢ — the school; i — through; XX — this; {3l — event; f#i — made;

=#/F — students; B — more; H{g — confident.



1
o

., T ... by ..., make ...

link

EhuEidHRie

ylyuan tongguo xin liichéng

with a new process the hospital

(53

made

verb

FRFEZERE T —F
déngdai shijian suoduan le yiban

waits half as long

B The classic error: no subject

o BEXRED, HEEFEHIET has no subject:

This is a standard HSK 6 JF&4].

 Fix it by adding a subject before il (ZFRGHE L ..

XS, FEEART).

B Two correct repairs

and {#i both lack a doer.

fifi ..) or by dropping i (i#id

o Subject + it .. ... AEFEDIBYIER THRE TS . — “Through training,

the company 1mproved 1ts staff’s skills.”

o T .., subject + result: I, RTHEENEE T — “Through training,

the staff’s skills improved.”

EDHYI, RTREBIRET

tong guo péi xun yudn gong de néng I ti gao le

Word guide: i — through; 5}l — training; 51 T — the staff’s; G817 — skills; $£5 —

improved.

B Same trap with £33 and T

o SR REMST), RS TR x — no subject.

. ~/ 2 REZMES 7, @S] T Y. Check every ifit

sentence for a doer.

SRURREF S, FEBB|T k.

jing guo da jia de nu li wen ti dé dao le jié jué

JE S U RV R U

Word guide: £:5: — after; K — everyone’s; %% Jj — efforts; i) — the problem; 153

— got; ik — solved.
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B Recap
« Subject + @3t + means + fif 4+ result - the subject is required.
o @M .., ffi .. with no subject is a Ji/J; repair it with a subject or by dropping fif.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PA ... B34 X (in the name of)

B On behalf of the class

¢ Your class wants to thank the teacher who is retiring, and you write the card.

. BUALHFFHL X, HZIHFERRE. — “On behalf of the whole class, I'd like

to thank our teacher.”

B P+ X + B4 X = in the name of, on behalf of

o Ph X B4% X says whose name or authority an action is done under: PAAS N44
X, PAATEI 4 X

o It goes before the verb phrase.

AN SR T —TT 8k

ta yi gé rén de ming yi juan le yi wan kuai

Word guide: fii — he; PA — in; 4~ A — his own; 44 ¥ — name; § — donated; — 5 —

10,000; ¥ — yuan.

L ... 8988 X: on behalf of

verb

‘ & LX%EEW?E’J%)‘( CEATE BN

yi quén ban téngxué de mingyi xiang laoshi bidoshi ganxié
on behalf of the class thank the teacher

B Official and personal capacity

o XEMERIAERIIZ X BB, — “This letter was sent in the school’s name.”

o BRUNAKHISZ X, BhX 4. — “As your friend, I'm telling you: don’t do
this.”

FRAIBA % SR«

wo Yyl péng you de ming yi quan ni

Word guide: 3 — I; PA — as; BHK — a friend; 44 X — (capacity); % — advise; /& — you.



B Neutral, not deceptive

o DA .. B4 X is neutral or official; for using a name as a cover, use f& .. 22 44.

o Both PAATIRI4 X and the shorter PAZYT]44 X occur. Learn the full phrase first;
the shorter form is also used in formal documents.

B DL ... 4 X versus f£F
o {3 + group = represent: FACFEEHLEGZIT.

o DA .. B4 X stresses whose name or authority the act carries.

wo dai bido qudn ban gan xié ldo shi
Word guide: & — I; {3 — on behalf of; £ ¥f — the whole class; JE&ifl — thank; ZIf —
the teacher.

B Recap

o PA X B8 X + verb = in the name of / on behalf of X (neutral, official).
o A cover story = f& .. Z244; 143 = represent.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#ups (be bound to / inevitably)
B Where this leads

e An economist comments on a factory that keeps cutting corners on safety.

o XBETEH, BUSH KM, — “If this continues, serious problems are bound to

occur.”

B #4504+ verb = be bound to, inevitably
o FuPh predicts a result that follows necessarily from the situation: Fuph5Zm, s
FE, B
o It is formal and analytical.
W LRSI 3R «
jid gé shang zhdng shi bt ying xidng ziao fei
Word guide: #i#% — prices; [k — rising; ¥ — is bound to; ¥ — affect; J14%% —
spending.
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#%: is bound to

link verb
XHETE His S KRR
zheéyang xiaqu shibi hui cha da wentf

if this goes on it is bound to cause big trouble

B Warnings and forecasts

o KRB HBHUBMERE.

your health.”

— “Staying up late for long periods is bound to harm

o It usually follows a cause or condition stated first.

KRS DB E R

chdng qi do yé shi bi sun hai jian kang

Word guide: K — long-term; 25%% — staying up late; ¥ — is bound to; 13 —
harm; {8 & — health.

B A strong, reasoned prediction

o #uPh means the result is practically certain because of the situation; for a guess,
use HHE / AV
o It is written style; in speech, HE2 / —E £ are more natural.

B F versus PR and —E
o PR = necessarily (also an adjective: WAIRIFZER).
o uPh stresses the momentum of the situation: “the way things are going, it will...”.

XRDIRIZER .

zhé shi bi rdn de jié guo

Word guide: 3% — this; && — is; 244k — an inevitable; Z55 — result.

B Recap

o FPh + verb = be bound to (a reasoned, near-certain prediction; formal).
Qe 2y AL

» Guesses use A fE; speech uses H E<; W9k = necessarily.

Practise this pattern step by step.



%8 (if / should — literary)

B A formal condition

« A contract sets out what happens if a delivery is late.

o MERYERREE, THAENBGEITHE., — “Should the goods be delivered late,

the buyer has the right to cancel the order.”

B A A, (Bt / ) B = if, should

o i = “if, should”, a literary I}, common in contracts, essays and literature.

o The result clause often takes 5 / {8 / .

MERA R, ERENBCRREAM.

tdng ruo ni you wen ti qing sui shi lidn xi wo men

Word guide: {7 — if; /&K — you; F — have; |7 — questions; i — please; [l — any
time; BX & — contact; FA] — us.

fifi# ... if (formal, contracts)

who verb

B EEHRERIZIA | ‘ B} | BIECHITR

tangrud hudowl yanchi songda maifang ybu quén quxiao dingdan

if delivery is late the buyer may cancel the order

B Hypotheses and regrets
o MEYBIRITTHRETE, BMASIXAET . — “Had I listened to you at the time, it
wouldn’t have come to this.”
o It suits careful, considered language.
PEE LB RIT TRIE, AT .
tang ruo dang shi wo ting le n? de hud jiv b hui zhé yang le
Word guide: {7 — if; 240 — at the time; 3 — I; W — had listened; {f — to you; 3§ —
words; ¥ — then; N4> — wouldn’t; IX#E — be like this.

B Literary only

o In conversation, M / FZ are natural; fif#; sounds bookish.
o Keep il / f# after the subject of the result: F&xk ..., not BFL ...

B M versus R and JF—

o N is close to iy, slightly less formal.

e Jj— = in case (an unlikely, unwelcome event): Jj— FW/EAIN?
FT—TWEA?

wan yi xid yu zén me ban
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Word guide: J— — in case; NFY — it rains; /B4 Jp — what do we do.

B Recap

o & A, (Bt / f®) B = if / should A (literary, contracts and essays).
o Speech: I / R unlikely bad events: Jj—.

Practise this pattern step by step.

fF + Verb + R (that which is V-ed)
B What you said

¢ In a formal letter you respond to a complaint point by point.

o BWERBAEE, BMN&SAEEE. — “We will carefully consider the issues you

have raised.”

B (Subject +) B + verb + A (+ noun) = that which ... V

o Bf + verb + Ay marks the object of the verb: FKFTHIERY (what T know), filifif
PERYTE (the words he said).

o fif is formal; the meaning is the same without it: fthyiAgi5.

X2 IRBTHGEN -

zhé jiu shi wo sud zhi ddo de

Word guide: iX — this; 3@ — is exactly; F — [; Fr — (that which); H1i& — know.

Fft + verb + B9: what ... (formal)

who link verb

= Pz By in) R BINZINEZE

nin sud tichd de wenti wodmen hui rénzhén kaoll

you the questions raised we'll consider carefully

B Formal writing

o BV —IIEER I T BEF. — “Everything we do is for the children.”
o FMREMEFEIN, FHHELIFE:. — “As everyone can see, the situation has

improved.”

EWMARIERNW, HHFET.

zhéng ri da jia suo kan ddo de qing kuang hdo zhudn le

Word guide: IEZH — just as; KZK — everyone; It — (that which); &% — has seen; I
It — the situation; #-%% — has improved.



B Jf goes right before the verb

o Order: subject + AF + verb + [{: fAFULY, not ATAHIEAY.

o It needs a transitive verb (one with an object): Frii, i, Fr&E 3; not irk / oy
.

B fF versus plain [

o MEBEYIG (everyday) = fbFTHERYEG (formal).

e fff adds weight and precision; it is common in speeches, reports and set phrases
(AR JE101).

BTSN, HIRRE

zhong sud zhou zhi di qit shi yudn de
Word guide: AJiEIH] — as everyone knows; #iBK — the Earth; /2 — is; [ — round.

B Recap

o Subject + B + verb + HJ (+ noun) = that which .. (formal; fff marks the
object).
e Subject before fiff; transitive verbs; AT JEHI = as everyone knows.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B f | 24 (under the guise of)
1201.1 Complete: “under the guise of charity” f§Z&32 ...
1201.2 Which is neutral, without criticism?

o A fbfFHZEZ B RIRIE

« B. AR A4 SR H .

o C. MfEARPRZ 2K

o D. ffFATIZ A HERLF]

1201.3 Build: “Some businesses raise prices under the banner of environmental pro-
tection.”

Arrange all chunks: —8855 K / 125 / EMREZ 4 | k.
1201.4 f& .. 2244 implies the stated reason is a cover.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1201.5 A news report warns about fake charity callers. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B 5@ ... f# ... (by ..., bring about ...)

1202.1 Which sentence is grammatically correct?

o A B XRIEE, RE T TR,

o Bl IXRPEE, T T ORE IR E T

o C.XRPFBEMRRK TR T PRI BB

o Do IR RPFEE, MURK T T IMRATE M.
1202.2 Repair the error: JE B, (F5FRFIRIZERT
o ALTEIDEAR, (EAETEIE 4R TG?

o B. BEREESFAE, SR RZEE T

o CFnifidd, SErrm g .

o D@ B, BB RHIN R 40 T

1202.3 Build the correct sentence: “Through training, the staff’s skills improved.”
Arrange all chunks: #2857, /, / R LWEES / #@dES)
1202.4 233 REWS5 Ty, MIFREHTE] Tk is correct.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1202.5 A hospital report describes how a new booking system changed patients’ wait-
ing time. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B P ... B X (in the name of)
1203.1 Complete: “He donated in his own name.” fhPAPN AW ... B TR
1203.2 Which suggests the name is used as a cover?

VSN B E EE

o B. ARTEIIA KA

o C.HEAFKT.

o D AEAFEIZ A ALF.

1203.3 Build: “On behalf of the whole class, I thank the teacher.”
Arrange all chunks: | / [0 / FebASTEREE4 X | Foridal.
1203.4 3% can also mean “on behalf of”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1203.5 Your class wants to thank the teacher who is retiring, and you write the card.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B 05 (be bound to / inevitably)

1204.1 Complete: “This is bound to affect sales.” X ........ N4 E .
1204.2 Which sounds most natural in casual speech?

o A XRETLHH )

o B. XFEEES ),

o C. XFEH DL )

o D. XIS

1204.3 Build: “Staying up late long-term is bound to harm your health.”
Arrange all chunks: ¥ / KIEAR [ (#FE. [ #1FE

1204.4 #uph expresses a weak guess.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1204.5 An economist comments on a factory that keeps cutting corners on safety.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B i (if / should — literary)

1205.1 Complete (contract): “Should the goods arrive late, the buyer may cancel.”
v BEPPIEIRIRIR , SKT7 W] DABUH AT

1205.2 “What if it rains?” (an unlikely, unwelcome event). Which fits? W
BT

« AN

« B. 71—

o C. IR

« D. fiiiy

1205.3 Build: “Had I listened to you, it wouldn’t have come to this.”

Arrange all chunks: BRZ /| / (52 SR 7RG / KT

1205.4 fi## sounds natural in casual conversation.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1205.5 A contract sets out what happens if a delivery is late. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B Bf + Verb + K (that which is V-ed)
1206.1 Complete (formal): “the words he said” ffh ........ YLFIE
1206.2 Which order is correct?

o A FTIRALER

o B. FAETHY

o C. IRPrHLAR

o D. Ry FranE

1206.3 Build: “Everything we do is for the children.”
Arrange all chunks: P | FRKT [ BT | —)
1206.4 AT JEHI means “as everyone knows”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1206.5 In a formal letter you respond to a complaint point by point. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B f | 24 (under the guise of)

1201.1 %

i X 24.

1201.2 B. fll A A] 4 K

PA .. 144 X (“in the name of”) is neutral: i PAA T4 XA simply says whom
he represents. ft .. Z 44 suggests the name is used as a cover for something else.
1201.3 —HERFEAE IR A4 = Ak .

Subject + f& X 244 + real purpose.

1201.4 True.

True. f& .. 244 is critical: the stated reason is a pretext, as in f& 22 4 £k
“travel on the pretext of a business trip”.

1201.5 One possible response: H AMEZE3E 2 2 k%

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e f& .. 2 4 implies the stated reason is a cover; use it only when you mean to
criticise.

 For a neutral “in the name of / on behalf of”, use PA ... {44 .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 5E3d ... ... (by ..., bring about ...)

1202.1 C. XK YFEMER K T T PR E 2

The first has no subject. The second has one: XK is the subject of fifi.
1202.2 B. BERilad Brinife, S rema4as T .

Add the doer (EER5E) before .

1202.3 @5, ATHIBE 3RS 1o

it .., subject + result (no fif).

1202.4 False.

It lacks a subject; drop {i#i or add a doer.

1202.5 One possible response: FERtillid Hififs, MR BI85 T —F.
Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o Subject + it .. # .. AEHEIRYFER TRE TEES. — “Through training,

the company improved its staff’s skills.”

o JHid .., subject + result: I, RTHEHRET. — “Through training,
the staff’s skills improved.”

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Pl ... B8 X (in the name of)

1203.1 % %

PA X 1945 .

1203.2 D. f{E A FEZ A AL

&N Z % HFLAF| uses the company’s name as a cover for personal gain, so it is
critical. PA .. 44 X and f{3E are neutral ways to say whom you speak or act for.

1203.3 FPAIEE 2= S, g kil .

PA X )44 X + verb phrase.

1203.4 True.

True. 83 can mean “on behalf of”: FACF LI ZIT “On behalf of the class, I
thank the teacher.”

1203.5 One possible response: FPAEHIFE 2214 S, [ ZIHFEREG .

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o DA .. B4 X is neutral or official; for using a name as a cover, use f& .. Z 44.

o Both PAATIHI44 X and the shorter PAZYT] 44 X occur. Learn the full phrase first;
the shorter form is also used in formal documents.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B $Ph (be bound to / inevitably)
1204.1 b

PP + verb.

1204.2 B. XFEE E 2

B E4£> is the spoken choice.

1204.3 RUIZEBF LB EREE .



Cause + #uh + verb.

1204.4 False.

It is a strong, reasoned prediction.

1204.5 One possible response: XFE N7, Fubss K aHE,

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o P means the result is practically certain because of the situation; for a guess,
use AJHE / R

o It is written style; in speech, {5 EZy / —E S are more natural.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B (i (if / should — literary)
1205.1 {2
fig#y = if (literary).
1205.2 B. j—
Ji— = in case of something unlikely and unwelcome.
1205.3 fifgr 4 NN 7RI, AT
{i#i#5 + condition, 5 + result.
1205.4 False.
It is literary; speech uses U3 / B,
1205.5 One possible response: & SIEIREL, KT EMNBUETT .
Check meaning and form:
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o In conversation, M / FZ are natural; fij# sounds bookish.
o Keep ji. / f after the subject of the result: FExk .., not FEFL ...
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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B Bf + Verb + K (that which is V-ed)

1206.1 A

Subject + AF + verb + 1.

1206.2 C. FFrHLE

Bt stands before the verb in the pattern subject + fff + verb + f4: FRATFIER) “what

I know”. It never comes before the subject or after the verb.

1206.3 FAI e —UIERE R T %1

A + verb + ] + noun.

1206.4 True.

True. AJfJE%1 is a set phrase with fff meaning “as is well known to all”.

1206.5 One possible response: ZiriE A&, FRIMTSIAEEE.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Order: subject + FfF + verb + f: fEFUEHY, not Frfifing).

o It needs a transitive verb (one with an object): BT, Frf, Fr&%; not T2 / it
*.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.



