?If” Statements
HSK 6 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

B ... , Bt ... (if / supposing)

B Supposing it happened

e In a philosophy class you imagine an unlikely situation.

. BEARBEHEY, £IESRH2ABET? — “Supposing people could live to two
hundred, what would life be like?”

" BfE A, (B) B = if, supposing
o fBfiE = “if, supposing”, a literary #13£, often for hypothetical or unlikely situations.
o+ The result clause may take it / i / 1.
BEEHXTN, HERBUE.
jia sht ming tian zia yu bl sai jiu qu xiao
Word guide: fffiff — supposing; K — tomorrow; Y — it rains; F%%§ — the match;
3t — then; BUJH — is cancelled.

{&fE ...: supposing (formal)

verb

R fE ABEERES FERRMAFEF

jidsht rén néng hué lidangbai sul shénghué hui shi shénme yangzi

supposing people lived 200 years what would life be like?

B Imagined and formal conditions

o BAEBAERKFE, BEASHEIN. — “Had it not been for your help, I would not
have succeeded.”

o Common in essays, speeches and literature.

BRERA R, RRAXEI.

jia sht méi you ni de bang zhu wo jiu bu hui chéng gong

Word guide: fff#i — if; 3% — without; /R — your; #5 8 — help; F& — I; 3 — then; A~

2s — wouldn’t; 5T — succeed.
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B Literary register

o In everyday speech, use f15R / B WREHKTW, ..
o Put H after the subject of the result: FFLAL: ..., not FFH AL ...

B The “if” family

o TR (spoken) — I (neutral) — 24N / REE / Mg (literary).

o All pair with 3 in the result.

ERFAE, BRE.

yao shi ni you shi jian jiu lai ba

Word guide: B2 — if; K — you; F — have; Bi}[a] — time; 5 — then; 3% — come.
B Recap

« fBf# A, (Subject) ¥ B = if / supposing A (literary, often hypothetical).
o Everyday: W5 / ZiJE; literary relatives: AN, {4

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B ..., B ... (if / supposing)

1001.1 Complete: “Supposing it rains, the match will be cancelled.” i~ Y, F5§
e BUH o

1001.2 Which “if” is the most spoken?

o A i

. B. B0

- C 3E

o D. fRf

1001.3 Build: “Had it not been for your help, I wouldn’t have succeeded.”
Arrange all chunks: , | BHESA ARG | Bk | K2,

1001.4 {fffi suits formal essays better than casual chat.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1001.5 In a philosophy class you imagine an unlikely situation. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B B#E ..., Bt ... (if / supposing)

1001.1 3t

21 -1

1001.2 C. T

HE is the everyday spoken “if”: ZRETFMHLA LT . @15 is neutral, while {0, {fk
ffi and {75 are more written or literary.

1001.3 fRIEERA MR, TR,

i + condition, subject + # + result.

1001.4 True.

True. ffifi is literary and fits formal essays. In casual chat you would use -2 or 4l
5.

1001.5 One possible response: {Rfif \GETEHH %, EiESEBH4ET?

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In everyday speech, use QI3 / B2 TEIHKTW, ..

o Put #f after the subject of the result: FHL AL .., not I AL ...

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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