?If” Statements
Ref Hsk6 Grammar

BAE ... , BE oo — “if ... then ...”

fB{# is a formal, written word for “if, supposing, in the event that.” It opens a
hypothetical condition, and the result clause usually carries Bf (or ). It’s a close
sibling of #H / &40 / f§#5 — the difference is register, not meaning.

Structure: fffi + Condition , (f / f#) + Result

{zh: f&ffi [jia shilif / & |méi you|there were no / 7K |shui|lwater / , A:fijy [sheng
ming|life / 3 |jit|then / J53% |wi fa|couldn’t / fF4F |cln zailexist / o }

If there were no water, life couldn’t exist.

{zh: &AE |jia shilif / 4R |ni|you / /& |shi|were / & |[wo|me / , /& |ni|you / £ [hui|would
/ B2 |zén melhow / A |zuoldo it / 7 }

If you were me, what would you do?

Remember: {Bffi = a formal/written “if, supposing” ({f = “suppose”) —
same meaning as Y / fRUN / {47, just dressier; the result takes Hf / f#. Climb
the register ladder: %2 (casual) — WIH — Ul — BAEE / figr (literary).

Watch out

« In everyday speech it sounds bookish — use I3 / i,
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