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Ref Hsk6 Grammar

g + 18 + B + AW — the rebuking ]

Tucked inside a complement, ] turns the comment sour — “easy for you to say.” It
implies the opposite of reality and is aimed mostly at the listener, with 1}, / 4H.

Structure: Subject + Verb + 15§ + {f] + Adjective

{zh: #i |shuo|saying it / 15 |de / {#] |dao|easy enough / 255 |rong yi / , HR |nalthen
/ K |nilyou / 3k |lai|do it / ! }

Easy for you to say — you do it then!

{zh: fR |nilyou / 48 |xidng|wish / 15 |de / 8] |dao|nicely / 3€ |méi / ! 7~ |bu|don’t
/ TAE |gong zuo|work / & |hdilyet / A8 |xidng|want / & |nd|to be paid / T.¥ |gong
n/?7}

You wish! Get paid without working?

Remember: & 4 ff] = a sarcastic jab — “ 8% ” = “easy enough for you
to say.” Reach for it to push back at the other person’s Ui, / #H. (REEEFISE! = “you
wish!”)

Watch out

o This f#] (dao, “but / contrary”) rebukes; don’t confuse it with & (d&o, “fall over”).

BE + BAIH — “very, quite” (literary)

BR is a dressed-up 8 — the same “very,” but with a formal, literary flavour you’ll
meet in writing rather than everyday speech. The extra f& makes the emphasis feel
weightier.

Structure: Subject + fR/& + Adjective

{zh: 4 |nilyour / {9 |de / FR¥H |bido xian|performance / il |[rang|lmade / %5 |ling
ddo|the boss / /& |hén shi|very / 7= |man yi|pleased / . }

Your performance pleased the boss greatly.

{zh: X#f |zhé yang|doing it this way / fi{ |zu0 / R /& |hén shi|quite / PAEE |bi
yao|necessary / . }

Doing it this way is quite necessary.
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Remember: 8 = {8 in its Sunday best — a written, weightier “very,” pairing
with two-syllable adjectives (fR /2 &, A2 52%). If it sounds too formal to say out
loud, that’s exactly the right feel.

Watch out

« Keep it for writing — in speech, plain ff / JE# is natural.

BR + HE — “a full, all of”

JEJR stresses that an amount is fully that much — “a full, all of, every bit of” It
always pairs with a number, often with g or %%.

Structure: /£ £ + Verb (+ Number) - Verb + ¢

{zh: F |woll / % |déng|waited / T |le / fili |talfor her / & JE |z zd|a full / P
lliang ge|two / /N |xido shijhours / . }

I wazited a full two hours for her.

{zh: fii |talhe / ¥E |zai|in / H[E |Zhong gud|China / {3 |zhu|lived / T |le / & |zt
zi|all of / 4+4F |shi nidn|ten years / . }

He lived in China for all of ten years.

Remember: B = “a FULL, every bit of” (J£ = “enough / full”) — it always
rides a number and underlines that the amount is large: J& /N (“a whole two

hours”), & & 14 (“all of ten years”).
Watch out

o It needs a quantity — J£ J£ with no number to amplify is incomplete.

—H + FhA — “again and again, repeatedly”
—J means doing something insistently, again and again — “repeatedly, time and
again.” It precedes a two-syllable verb (often of speech or request), and can take .

Structure: Subject + —H + Verb

{zh: & |wo|l / —F5 |y zai|again and again / ¥R |gen / /& |nilyou / ¥, |shuoltold / |
H17] |chu mén|out and about / # |yao|to be / /Ml |xido xim|careful / . }

I've told you again and again to be careful when you’re out.

{zh: i [ldo shi|the teacher / —J§ |yi zai|repeatedly / 5 |qidng dido|stressed /
iX |zhe|this / — 5 |yi didn|point / . }

The teacher stressed this point over and over.
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Remember: —J = “time and again, insistently” — formal, with two-syllable
verbs of speech/thought (—H5mH, — iEK, —FM#EE). It’s the close cousin of F-

Watch out

o Reserve it for repeated deliberate acts — not a plain “often” (that’s H##;).

JUR + 49 + # /B / —# — “all, every (o
exception)”

JLR sweeps over every member of a category — “any, every, whoever / whatever”
(= HBER). It opens the sentence and pairs with %3 / 5t / —FE.

Structure: fLi2 + Noun + #[ / ¥t / —f + Predicate

{zh: NJ& [fan shi|all / & 51 |hul yudn|members / & |[dou / F [you|get / #1d0 |zhé
koula discount / . }

All members get a discount.

{zh: JLJ& |fan shilany / &~ |bu /
zi|child / #B |dou / ¥ |méilgets no / B [tdng|sweets / Wz |ch1 / . }

| % [hai

Any child who misbehaves gets no sweets.

Remember: L2 = “any and every, without exception” (= HER) — it
states a blanket rule and pairs with #% / 5l / —fF to nail it down (JLZ&£ 5D ...
Use it to leave no member out.

Watch out

o It needs the &F / 3t / —%f downstream to complete the “every” sweep.

3k (FH) + shiA — “always, all along”

J3E describes a long-standing habit or trait — “always, has always, all along.”
It’s very close to —n].

Structure: Subject + [0]3k (#B) + Verb / Adjective

{zh: i [tajhe / 9]k |xidng ldilhas always / #&F |dou / R |hén|very / 5FHf |shou
shi|punctual / . }

He’s always been punctual.

{zh: & |wo|l / |n]>k |xiang laijhave never / /N |bu / =¥ |xi huan|liked / g3
|dian|ordering / #p3E |wai mai|takeaway / . }
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I've never liked ordering takeaway.

Remember: A3k = a settled, unchanging pattern over time (“has always been
this way”) — interchangeable with —Jn] (further down this file). It looks back over
the long run.

Watch out

o It’s for long-held traits — not a one-off recent stretch (that’s —H).

B — “sure enough, as expected”
HAR confirms a prediction came true — “sure enough, just as expected.” It’s the

opposite of Ak / JEIR (“unexpectedly”).

Structure: Subject + SR + Predicate - JFIRUNM / EARAH Tkl

{zh: 55—44 |di y1 ming|first place / 4K |guo ran|sure enough / 72 [shilis / i |ta|her
/U 3R |woll / 5k |jiv / F1iE |zht daolknew it / . }

First place is her, sure enough — I knew it/

{zh: KAk [tian qi yu bao|the forecast / 1, |[shuo|said / Y |xia yu|rain / , R
SRUNIL |gud rdn ri ciand so it did / . }

The forecast said rain, and sure enough it did.

Remember: R = “sure enough, just as I foresaw” — it confirms a prediction
(SRARANIL, “just so”). It’s the mirror image of 34K / FEIA (“and yet, unexpectedly”):
foreseen vs surprising.

Watch out

o If the outcome surprised you, you want #4K / J&IK, not HIK.

LIS — “it seems, as if”

fIF hedges toward an impression — “it seems, apparently, as if” It’s a formal
cousin of ¥4, used for an uncertain judgement, or to flag “seems X but actually Y.’

Structure: Subject + LI ..

{zh: #ZH [ldo ban|the boss / 4K [jin tian|today / {PI°F |si hu|seems / /N K |bi
tailnot very / 2% |gao xing|happy / . }

The boss seems a little upset today.

{zh: {ih |talshe / {RI°F- |s1 hu|seems to be / [&li |yin man|hiding / T [le / fI-4 |shén
me|something / . }

Ref Hsk6 Grammar o 1 gl @



She seems to be hiding something.

Remember: fJ3¢ = the formal ¥ (“it seems, as if”) — a hedged, uncertain
impression. It can quietly set up “ fRI°F ... H35EZ .7 (“seems so, but actually...”).

Watch out

o It’s writing-leaning — in casual speech {ff% is the natural choice.

g — “contrary to expectation, of all things”

JWfW marks a frustrating clash with what was required or hoped — “of all things,
just had to.” It can also mean “only .. (annoyingly),” singling out the one exception.

Structure: A , Subject + fffW + B

{zh: A |bu|we told him not to / BY [jido / fili |ta / 2 |qu|go / , M [talhe / Wi
|pian pian|of all things / % |yaol|insisted on / % |qu|going / . }

We told him not to go, and of course he insisted.

{zh: H] N |bié rénleveryone else / [ |dou / F. |zdolearly / F| |ddolarrived / T |le /
, 1MW |pian pian|only / i [talhe / —4~ A\ |yl ge rénjalone / IRF| |chi dao|was late

/o }
Everyone else was early — only he was late.

Remember: fif§ = a frustrated “of all things / just HAD to” — things go
against what you wanted (MYABH]Z:, M mm2EZ:, “told him not to, and of course he
insisted”). It can also single out the one annoying exception (“only he...”).

Watch out

o It always carries annoyance — things deliberately not going your way.

BA ... , ... — “even the most ..., still”

Here A ... t ... concedes an extreme — “however un-.. one is, still ..” It grants
the unfavourable case and overrides it (= RIfiAS ... 1 ..).

Structure: FfA + Adjective , i + Result

{zh: FEAS |zai bulhowever un- / B |xi huan|fond / , & |ni|you / 4 |yé|still / 15
|déi|have to / & |qu|go / —ilid |yl tang|once / . }

However little you like it, you still have to go.

{zh: FA |zai buleven if not / & |[e|hungry / , 2 |yé|still / Iz |chileat / x5 |didn|a
little / I |ba / . }
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Even if you’re not hungry, eat a bit.

Remember: A X # Y = “however un-X, still Y” — it grants even the
unfavourable extreme and holds the result firm (FAERWIGE, “however little you
like it, you still have to go”). ~ BIffiA .. i ...

Watch out

o This FiA (“however not...”) differs from the warning FAS ... 5 .. T (“if not now,
then..!”) in HSK 5.

—4t — “uniformly, without exception”

—t means a rule applies to all alike — “uniformly, across the board, without
exception.” It’s written / official, often pairs with #f, and is mostly for people.
Structure: —ff (+ #f) + Verb / Adjective

{zh: BJK |ming tian|[tomorrow’s / ] |de / 21 |hui yi|meeting / —fF |yi lii|without
exception / #f |dou / B |yao|must / S0 |can jialattend / . }

Everyone must attend tomorrow’s meeting.

{zh: £12% |q1 shi sul|over-seventies / PA I |yl shang / A |zuo|riding / A% |gong
jiaolthe bus / —ff |yi liijall / ##% |mian feilfree / . }

Over-70s ride the bus free, no exceptions.

Remember: —fft = “one treatment for ALL, across the board” — offi-
cial /written, often with % (—f# a2k, “free for everyone, no exceptions”). Picture
a single rule stamped on every case alike.

Watch out

o It’s for uniform treatment, mostly of people — heavier and more official than a
plain #p.

FIE (B) — “nothing but, merely”

FEIE plays a matter down to its essentials — “nothing more than, merely, only.” It
often ends with 227 or k. The /& is optional with a verb, but required with a
noun.

Structure: LiE + (&) + Verb / Noun (+ 27T / M)

{zh: F& |wo|l / JoiE |wu feilonly / #LFF |pt pingltold off / T |le / fl [tajhim / JL/4)
|ji jula bit / , i |[talhe / B4 |zén me|why / 58 |ku|crying / T |le / 7 }
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I only told him off a little — why’s he crying?
{zh: #¥ |héi zi|the child / 48 |xidng|wants / 53] |dé dao / 1Y |de / Fdf |wu feilis
nothing but / J& [shi / 4 [ni|your / ] |de / J&.0» |guan xin|attention / B2 |ba le /

o )

All the child wants is your attention, nothing more.

Remember: F£JE = “nothing more than, merely” — it strips a thing to its plain
core, often capped with 227 / i (“..that’s all”). The /& is optional before a verb,
but required before a noun (JLIFEMRL).

Watch out

o It deflates (“it’s only..”) — don’t use it where you mean to emphasise.

—Ju — “always, all along”

—[h] marks a consistent, long-held habit or attitude — “always, all along.” The
feeling is “it’s always been this way.”

Structure: Subject + —[n] + Habit / Attitude

{zh: /NT |Xido Wéng|Xiao Wang / —n] |yi xiang|has always / 3t |[shang ban|come
to work / 4 |hén|very / B |zdolearly / , iX{K |zheé ci|this time / B4 |zén me|what’s
/ T llelwrong / 7 }

Xiao Wang’s always early to work — what happened this time?

{zh: 1345 |ma majmum / — 1] |yi xidng|has always / 3ZFF |zh1 chi|backed / F, |wo|my
/ W) |de / PLiE |jué ding|decisions / . }

Mum has always backed my decisions.

Remember: —[\] = “it’s always been this way” — a settled disposition over
the long run. It’s the twin of [n]2f (earlier in this file); both look back over a long,
unbroken habit.

Watch out

 For one recent unbroken stretch (“the whole time lately”), use —E., not —u].
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B — “when the time comes”

BB points to a future moment when something will apply — “when the time
comes, by then.”

Structure: .. , BEHE + ...

{zh: BFE |xian zaijlnow / A |buif you don’t / #f4F |hdo hao|properly / #E£& |zhun
béi|prepare / , F|HHE |dao shi hou|when the time comes / £ % |kén ding|surely /
AT |kdo bu hio|do badly / . }

If you don’t prepare now, you’ll do badly when the time comes.

{zh: 4 |nilyou / 4 |xian|first / H T |21 ji|yourself / i |shi shi|try / , Z]HEHE |dao
shi houlthen / & |woO|l / F |zai / # |jiao|teach / /R |ni|you / . }

Try it yourself first; I'll teach you when the time comes.

Remember: F|FHfE = “when the time comes, by then” — it points ahead to
a future moment. Handy set phrases: Z|HEl, (“see you then”), F|EMEFNE (“we’ll
see then”).

Watch out

o It looks forward — don’t use it for “at that (past) time,” which is HEH} .

fajih — “why bother, there’s no need”

75 is a rhetorical “why (must) ..?” — arguing that something is unnecessary. It
often ends with g, and fA[.lAlR? can stand alone for “why bother?”

Structure: Subject + fif4h + Predicate (+ [Ig)

{zh: il |talhe / B4 |yi jinglalready / &k |dao gian|apologised / T [le / , 4% |ni|you
/ il |hé bilwhy / 3F |héi|still / 425, |shéng qi|be angry / 7 }

He’s already apologised — why stay angry?

{zh: #B,& |dou shilwe're all / —ZE A |yl jia rén|family / , fa[&) |hé bijwhy bother /
X2, |zheé me|being so / &K, |ke qilformal / ? }

We’re all family — no need to be so formal.

Remember: filih = a rhetorical “why (must) you...?” = “there’s no need.”
It nudges someone to drop a pointless effort (RfJLAHS? “why be angry?”); fa[)
g7 alone = “why bother?”. Proverb: AN, faf2524%] (“if you'd known, why do
it in the first place?”).

Watch out
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o It’s not a real question — it’s arguing that the thing is unnecessary.
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