Cause/Effect Statements
Ref Hsk6 Grammar

() cevee y weeeee. — “because ..., (one) thereby ...”

(@ I is a formal cause-and-effect frame: states the cause, and introduces the
resulting action or state — “because of X, (one) therefore Y.” In this written style
often shortens to just , giving a tighter sentence.

Structure: Subject + () + Cause + + Result
{zh: |wo|l / |yin wei|because / |shéng bing|got ill / |ér|so / |qing jia|took leave / . }
Because I got ill, I took time off.

{zh: |Ou zhou|Europe’s / |de / |jing jileconomy / |ym weilbecause of / |zhai wii|the
debt / |wei ji|crisis / |ér / |xian ru|fell into / |shuai tul|recession / . }

Europe’s economy fell into recession because of the debt crisis.

Remember: () ... .. — is the hinge swinging from cause to effect (“because X,
thereby Y”). In careful writing, contracts to a tight (, “took leave due to illness”).

Watch out

e Keep the — it’s what links the effect to the cause in this frame.
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