Sentence patterns
Ref Hsk6 Grammar

+ Rhetorical Question — “wouldn’t that be ...7”

asks a rhetorical question expecting agreement — “wouldn’t that be ..7, isn’t that
.77 The speaker already knows the answer.

Structure: + Rhetorical Question

{zh: |ta men|they / |bu|don’t / [ldi|come / |qi bi shilwouldn’t that be / |géng|even /
|h&o|better / 7 }

Wouldn’t it be even better if they didn’t come?

{zh: |nilyou / |zheé yang|doing it / |zuo|this way / |qi bu shilaren’t you just /
|géilmaking / |zi ji|yourself / |zhdo / |m& fan|trouble / 7 }

Aren’t you just making trouble for yourself?

Remember: = a literary “wouldn’t that be...?!” ( = “how could it not”) — the
answer is taken for granted, so it argues a point rather than asks ( = “surely that’d
be better”).
Watch out

o It’s rhetorical — don’t expect (or give) a literal yes/no.

() ..... — “simply must, insist on”

() ... marks strong determination — “simply must, insist on.” The can drop
when the speaker dislikes the action (). The frame + .. 4+ also means “is bound to

(happen).”

Structure: Subject + () + Verb Phrase +

{zh: |zhe ge|this / |xiang mu|project / |fei|simply has to / |talhim / |lai / |zuo|be done
by / [bu k& / . }

This project simply has to be done by him.

{zh: |jm tian|today / |na me|so / [l&ng|cold / , |wOlmy / |nii ér|daughter / |fei
yaolinsists on / |chuan|wearing / |qun zi|a skirt / . }

It’s so cold, yet my daughter insists on wearing a skirt.
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Remember: .. = a double-negative lock: “must / insist on.” (“not unless”)
+ (“can’t not”) clamp shut on “simply have to.” The can drop when you disapprove
(). It also means “bound to”: .

Watch out

e Don’t read as plain “not” here — ... is a positive “must,” via two negatives.

— “concurrently, and also”

means holding two roles or jobs at once — “and also, doubling as, concurrently.”
It can come before or after the verb.

Structure: Subject + + Role / Verb + A B - + N1 + + N2

{zh: |talhe / |shi|is / |zhe|this / |shou / |ge|song’s / |de / |zhtu chang|lead singer /
ljian|and also / |ci / |zu0 zhé|lyricist / . }

He’s both the lead singer and the lyricist of this song.

{zh: |zai|in / |na|that / |bu / |dian ying|film / |li / , |talhe / |jian|was both / |zuo /
|d&o yan|director / |hé|and / |ndn zhu jué|lead actor / . }

In that film he was both director and lead actor.

Remember: = “doubling as, both ... and ...” — one person, two hats at once:
(“lead singer and lyricist”). It compactly joins two simultaneous capacities.

Watch out

o It joins roles/jobs, not random nouns — for plain “and” between things, use .

— “could it be that ...7”

voices a dawning suspicion as a guess or rhetorical question — “could it be that
.7, don’t tell me ....” It’s like , usually opens the second clause, and is optional.
Structure: Fact , + conjecture (+ )7 - + rhetorical question

{zh: |zheé me|so / |wén|late / |talhe / |héi|still / |méijhasn’t / |hui lai|come back / |
|mo fei|could it be / |chu|something / |le / |shén me / |shilhappened / 7 }

So late and he’s not back — could something have happened?

{zh: |mo fei|don’t tell me / |nilyou / |zheén de|really / |xiang xin|believe / [ta/him / 7
}

Don’t tell me you actually believe him?
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Remember: = a worried “could it be...? / don’t tell me...” — a suspicion
dawning on the speaker (). The tail is optional. Picture the penny starting to drop
with unease.

Watch out

o It floats a guess, not a fact — the answer is feared /suspected, not known.

+ — “from this, hence”

draws a consequence from a reason or situation — “from this, hence, thereby.” It
usually pairs with / /.

Structure: Reasons , + Result / Implication

{zh: |you ci|from this / |ké jianl|it’s clear / , |gai gé|reform / |shi|is / |duc me|how /
bl yao|necessary / . }

From this we can see how necessary reform is.

{zh: |rén men|people / |lan yongloveruse / |néng yao|pesticides / , |yéu ciland from
this / |chan sheng|came / |le / |shi pin|food- / |an quan|safety / |wen ti|problems /

}

People overuse pesticides, and food-safety problems have come from this.

Remember: = “from this (it follows)...” ( “from” + “this”) — and the set
wrap-ups / / = “from this we can see / it would seem..”. A formal “therefore, from
the above.”
Watch out

o It points back to what was just said as the basis — it can’t open with no prior
reason.

A + 4+ B — “nothing is more ... than B”

(literally “none surpasses”) singles out the utmost case — “nothing is more ... than
B.” It’s literary and emphatic.

Structure: Topic / Question + + Answer

{zh: |rén shenglin life / |zui|the saddest / |bei shang / |de / |shi|thing / [mo guo yi|is
nothing more than / |shi qu|losing / |ni|you / |ai|love / |de / |rén|someone / . }

Nothing in life is sadder than losing someone you love.
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{zh: |zhe lilhere / |zui|the best / |hdo / |de / |d& xué|university / |mo guo yilis none
other than / |Béi Da|Peking University / . }

The best university here is none other than Peking University.

Remember: = “none surpasses” = “nothing is more ... than B.” It crowns
B the supreme example, usually after a phrase (.....). Literary and emphatic.

Watch out

o B is the peak case — don’t follow with a middling example.

A , B — “rather than A, better to B”

A, B weighs two options and picks B — “rather than A, better to B.” You can add
/ / before . The variant A, B means “more B than A

Structure: + A, O +B - A, B

{zh: |yu qi|rather than / |zailat / |jialhome / |kan|watch / |dian shi|TV / , |bu
ri|better to / |chu qu|go out / |zdu zoulfor a walk / . }

Rather than watch TV at home, better to go out for a walk.

{zh: |yt qi shuo|more than / [talhe / |shi]is / |wO|my / |lao shi|teacher / , |bu ri
shuo|rather / |talhe / |shilis / [wO|my / |péng youlfriend / . }

He’s more a friend than a teacher.

Remember: A B = “rather than A, better B” — it rejects A, picks B.
The sets up the option you drop, the one you take. Variant A B = “more B than A”
(recasting a description).

Watch out

e Order is fixed: + the rejected option first, + the chosen one second.

+ 4+ — “just like, as if”

draws a vivid comparison — “just like, as if (it were) ..” (the same as ...). It’s
common in descriptive writing. The can be read shi or si.
Structure: + Noun / Pronoun / Adjective +

{zh: |ta men|the two of them / |lia / |hdo|are as close / |de / |gen|as / |qmn jié mei|real
sisters / |shide / . }

The two of them are as close as real sisters.
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{zh: |zui jin|lately / [tian qi|the weather / |relis as hot / |de / |gen|as / |zhéng léng|a
steamer / |Ii / |shide / . }

It’s been as hot as a steamer lately.

Remember: .. = ... (“just like, as if”) — a vivid simile (, “hot as a steamer”).
caps the comparison; reads shi or si.
Watch out

o It’s a simile frame — pair it with a vivid image, not a literal fact.

+ — “truly worthy of, lives up to”

(or ) praises someone as fully deserving a title — “truly is a ..., lives up to the
name of.” It carries praise, so you use it of others, not yourself.

Structure: Subject + / + reputation

{zh: |talhe / |bd kui shi|truly is / [yl ming|an / |you xili|excellent / |de / |lao shi|teacher
/o }

He truly is an excellent teacher.

{zh: [talher / |de / |bido yan|acting / [tai|so / |bang|superb / [le / , |bt kui shijno
wonder she’s / [nd guo|lwon / |Ao st kd|an Oscar / |de / . }

Her acting was superb — no wonder she’s an Oscar winner.

Remember: = “nothing to be ashamed of = truly lives up to it” ( =
“ashamed”). It praises — “no wonder he’s a top teacher.” Reserve it for others,
never yourself. swaps freely for .

Watch out

e It’s a compliment — saying ... of yourself sounds boastful and odd.

+ Person 4+ — “be in charge, decide”

. assigns decision-making authority — “(it’s) for .. to decide, ... is in charge.”
Structure: Area of responsibility + + Person +

{zh: |w6 men|our / |jialhousehold / |y6u / |wO|my / |ma majmum / |zud zht|runs /
, |talshe / |shuo|says / |shén me|whatever / |[wd men|we / |jitjust / |zuo|do / |shén

me / . }

In our house, my mum’s the boss — whatever she says, we do.
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{zh: |su6 you|everything / |de / |shi / |dou / |y6ulis / |nilyour / |zud zhu|call / |
|chulif something / [le / |shi qing|goes wrong / |yélalso / |you / |ni|you / |fu zé|are
responsible / . }

Everything’s your call — and you’re responsible if anything goes wrong.

Remember: X = “it’s X’s call, X is the boss” — (assigns the doer) + (“be
master of it”). (“at home, mum’s in charge”). It hands the decision firmly to X.

Watch out

o It assigns authority, not just action — the named person decides, not merely does.

+ Action + / / — “must, have to”

.. / / is an emphatic necessity — “(one) simply has to, must.” It’s the fuller form
of ..., with stressing the obligation.

Structure: Statement , () + Action + / /

{zh: |xian zailnow / |shilit’s / |jin ji|]an emergency / |qing kuang / , |fei déi|simply
must / |m& shang|at once / |dong / |shou shu|operate / [buké / . }

It’s an emergency — we simply have to operate at once.

{zh: |youlif you have / |hua|something to say / |hdo hao|just say it / [shuo / , |gan
méa|why / |fei déijmust you / |chéo jialargue / 7 }

Talk it out properly — why must you arque?

Remember: .. = “simply HAVE to” — the fuller, more insistent ..., with (dé,
“must”) driving the obligation home (). It leaves no alternative.

Watch out
o The closing / / are interchangeable — keep one of them to seal the “no choice”
frame.
“ 9
00 000 , 00 000 - ﬁrst]-y .." Secondly LR ]
...... lists two (or more) reasons or aims — “for one thing ..., for another ....” The

and are optional.
Structure: + Reason 1 , + Reason 2

{zh: |zheé ci|this time / |ldi|coming to / |Zhong gué|China / , |yi ldi|for one thing /
|shi / |t gao|to improve / |Zhong wén|my Chinese / , |er lai|for another / |shi / |lido
jié|to understand / |Zhong gud|Chinese / |wén hua|culture / . }
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I came to China to improve my Chinese, and to understand its culture.

{zh: |bié|don’t / |qu|go / [ni|there / |Ii you|travelling / , |yi ldi[for one thing / [bin
guan|hotels / |guilare pricey / , |er lai|for another / |méi|there’s no / [shén me / |feng
jing|scenery / . }

Don’t go there — for one thing the hotels are pricey, for another there’s no scenery.

Remember: ..... = “for one thing..., for another...” — a tidy way to count off
reasons or aims (.., .., ..). The / are optional padding.

Watch out

o It enumerates reasons/purposes, not a time sequence — that’s ...
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