Comparing similar verbs
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

EE vs BFE (looks vs it seems)

B Tooks versus conclusions

e Your colleague looks pale, and he hasn’t touched his lunch.

- MERRMER, BRERUMAT .

again last night.”

— “He looks tired — it seems he worked late

B Ei#E® = looks (an impression from sight)

« Subject + FHfERE + description = looks, appears: IhFEEFRER, XPXE
AL RAR LT IZ..

o It describes what you see directly.

HWEERBER.
ta kan qi ldi hén nidn qing

Word guide: i — she; FHiHeH — looks; R — very; 444 — young.

Fit2HK: it looks - H3K: so it seems (a conclusion)

verb

UESTEPZEES B¥

ta kan qilai hén léi kanlai

HERR S INEE T
zuéwan you jiaban le

he looks tired it seems he worked late again

B E3 = it seems (a conclusion)
« F¥k, ... draws a conclusion from evidence: #i FI8 T, FHHF Fidiy.

o It usually starts the clause and is followed by the conclusion.

WEET, BRTAEW.

di shang shi le kan ldi xid guo yu
Word guide: #f |+ — the ground; i — wet; FH3E — it seems; [ — has rained; Wy —

rain.
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B Position gives it away
o FEHif3k follows the subject and comes before a description: fHEA KR E.
o FEF starts a clause before a conclusion: FHFAMAEE. Not MERMEHEGHE for “he

looks young”.

B ¥ ... H¥ = in someone’s view

o EREFR, EARIALIEL. — “In my view, this plan isn’t very realistic.”

o IF .. FF gives an opinion, not a visual impression.

ERER, XIMTRIAKIAE.

zat wo kan ldi zhé ge ji hua bi tai xian shi

Word guide: £F — in; 3 — my; H ¥ — view; X~ — this; $1%] — plan; A — not very;
PLSL — realistic.

B Recap

o HifEFE = looks (from sight, after the subject); FH3¥ = it seems (a conclusion, at
the start).

o JE .. HF = in someone’s opinion.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B8 vs HEEFE (comes across as vs looks)

B The new haircut

¢ Your friend got a short haircut and now everyone says she looks different.

o BELEIHBATEAERT . — “Short hair makes her look younger.”

B 548 + description = come across as, appear (in effect)

o B8 says how something comes across, often because of a cause or comparison: i
BHER, BEREK

o It often follows il / fifi or a cause: H il [a]) B H K.

HeibBRREBEER.

bai sé rang fang jian xidn de géng da

Word guide: [ — white; ik — makes; f5[A] — the room; #5 — appear; ¥ — more;

K — spacious.



£15: appear, come across as

thing link verb

kR 1Lt BREFRT
dudn téufa rang ta xiande géng nianging le

short hair makes her look younger

B Ei#E¥ = looks (a direct impression)
o FHEE reports your direct impression: §tFE AR 5 2%
o 15 adds that something (a colour, a situation, a contrast) produces this effect.

HWEERRE.

ta kan qi ldi hén gao xing

Word guide: i — she; HFLFR — looks; 18 — very; H2% — happy.
B Effect versus impression

e Use 45 when a cause or contrast produces the look: ¥£ AFEH B ERE — “looks
short in the crowd”.

o 1758 takes a description, not an object: fhBIERELE, not B MAEE.

B Tn context and contrast

o TE—EERAFNE, BEEI/N. — “Among a group of adults, he seems especially

small.”
o fMFEEFMB/ just reports your impression.
TERAPE, BERFIN.

zai da rén zhong jian ta xidn de té bié xido
Word guide: ¥£ — among; KA — adults; H1[R] — (middle); i — he; F15 — seems; 4§
%Il — especially; /]y — small.

B Recap
o Bf8 = comes across as, because of a cause or contrast (il J5[E] \BAFFE ).
o FHifEE = looks (direct impression).

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Practice without the models

B EH¥E vs FE (looks vs it seems)
2901.1 The ground is wet: “It seems it rained.” #_FVE T, e FITHY
2901.2 “This dish looks delicious.” Which fits?

o A TEXRERRGFZ.

o B. BRRXANFHAMEIZ

o G ENRAEERRMEZ.

o D XAFHMEIZH K

2901.3 Build: “In my view, this plan isn’t realistic.”
Arrange all chunks: XA/, / AKIEE. [ EREK
2901.4 A2 H describes what you see directly.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2901.5 Your colleague looks pale, and he hasn’t touched his lunch. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B B8 vs BEFR (comes across as vs looks)
2902.1 Complete: “The white walls make the room look bigger.” & kil ]

2902.2 Which stresses contrast? “Among the adults, he seems especially small.”

o ACTERAHI, 2R,

o B. BRAMAN

o C.ABIZEEARAR/N.

o D. flEEKAM .

2902.3 Build: “Short hair makes her look younger.”
Arrange all chunks: %53kA& / 4R T, / ikl / B145
2902.4 A simply reports a direct impression.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2902.5 Your friend got a short haircut and now everyone says she looks different. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B EH¥E vs FFE (looks vs it seems)
2901.1 B3k

A conclusion from evidence takes & 3.
2901.2 C. XA RARIFIZ .

F i E describes how something looks: XANEFHEFMRIFNZ. FE is a judgement
from evidence and starts the sentence (B #Ah A T), so it does not describe appear-
ance.

2901.3 7EFE K, XTI RILEL,
JE ... F3F + opinion.

2901.4 True.

&k draws a conclusion instead.

2901.5 One possible response: fEF KA E, HRIEM IMBET .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FHif23E follows the subject and comes before a description: fHFFERE.

o 3K starts a clause before a conclusion: H MR ZE. Not MFEFRMFH4E for “he

looks young™.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B B8 vs H#EFR (comes across as vs looks)

2902.1 ©15

A cause producing an effect: Z45.

2902.2 A. fER A, A RAFR 1/

25 fits an effect produced by contrast.

2902.3 Fik AL BAFEARRR T .

Cause + il + person + 45 + description.

2902.4 True.

45 adds a cause or contrast.

2902.5 One possible response: 453k kiS5 EEZL T,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o Use 215 when a cause or contrast produces the look: £ ABEH BRI — “looks
short in the crowd”.

o 115 takes a description, not an object: fiiiZf5ARAEES, not B HAEEE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



