Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

B vs Ja] vs £ (towards)

B Which way to face?

e Your photographer friend arranges a group photo by the sea.

o REWRE, ALY —JL. — “Everyone look towards me, and move a bit to the
left.”

B B, [, £ = towards
e & + direction 4+ verb = movement towards: @i, 443, 4ILFF.

o B + direction / person = facing towards: FE[J5[A] (a south-facing room),
IR,

XA BRI .
zhé ge fang jian chdo ndn
Word guide: X — this; /> — (measure word); J5[d] — room; ¥ — faces; F§ — south.

#: facing - ¥: moving towards

who where verb

— \ PAY Sy

AR =A% =] FAru—m)L
dajia chao wo kan wang zud zhan yidianr

everyone towards me look stand a bit left

B 5] is the widest

e [ can do both: [HE[E, [AMhIET (wave to him).
e Only [f] is used for abstract “to”: [a]ZIfI1GHL (ask the teacher), [a]fR2%>] (learn
from you).

BRI Z R .
wo men ying gai xidng ta rué i
Word guide: FA]1 — we; V1% — should; [4] — from; fth — him; 2%>] — learn.
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B People and abstract actions

o 1F does not take people: [aJfiEK, not {EfE K.
o Abstract verbs (%>, T, ik, F/n) take [7], not Hf or fF.

B After the verb

o f£ / In] can follow some verbs for a destination: ¥f¥ ¥ — “flying to Shanghai”,
E [T — “head towards success”.

« Bl does not follow the verb this way.

XE AL B

zhe jia fei ji fei wang Shang hdi

Word guide: X — this; 4% — (measure word); KAl — plane; Kt — flies to; [ —
Shanghai.

B Recap

o & = movement towards a direction; B = facing towards; [i] = both, plus abstract
“to” with people.
o Abstract verbs (%2>, k) take [n]; &FE / ZE M put the word after the verb.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X} vs ¥F (to/toward vs regarding)
B Kind to him, regarding the plan

o In a meeting, you describe a new colleague and give your view on a proposal.

o MXIKREBE S HTFEANHR, RAERFFAKFE. — “He's very polite to everyone.

Regarding this proposal, I see it differently.”

B %} = to, towards (people and attitudes)
« Xf + person for attitudes and treatment: XfFARLT, XHBARE S, X% TR .
o Also before many fixed phrases: % .. JBOGHR, %f ... H Ak,

B RT-G.
ldo shi dui xué sheng hén nai zin
Word guide: ZZJifi — the teacher; X} — to; 2#4 — students; R — very; fif.[> — patient.

¥f: to someone - ¥F: regarding a matter

who verb

MFXNHEE E53 BRRKEZE

duiyl zhege fang'an wo you bu téng de kanfa

regarding this plan | see it differently




B 3+F = regarding (issues and topics)

o X}TF + issue, usually at the start: XFF XA, KEZILA—.

o X%IF is more formal and does not take people for treatment: fhX}FA24F, not fih
T FAR 4

MF XA, KEBRA—.

dui yu zhé ge wen ti da jia yi jian bu yi

Word guide: X}F — regarding; X4~ — this; [A]/ — issue; K% — everyone’s; & Il —

opinions; A~— — differ.

B %} can replace ¥J7F, not the reverse

o Wherever %fF works, X} usually works too: X} (F) iX/~a]& ...

« But treatment of people needs X}: XJF AR &, X, not X FFAL L / KA.

By .. SEPE and YT ... SEE
« Both mean “for, as far as .. is concerned” X} (F°) 2%, B[a)fRE E 2.

o XJF sounds more formal, suitable for essays.

MTHAERR, NEREE.
dui yi xué sheng ldi shuo shi jian hen zhong yao
Word guide: Xt — for; 2442 — students; K, — (as far as); Wf[E] — time; 8 — very;
HE 3 — important.
B Recap
o Xt =to / towards (people, treatment, attitudes); ¥F = regarding (issues, formal).
o Check the construction rather than whether a person is named: X} can introduce

a viewpoint about a person, but does not replace X} in every attitude or treatment
phrase.

Practise this pattern step by step.

*(F vs MTF vs BF

B Three ways to bring up a topic

* You are writing an email planning a school trip.

o RTHERE, RITTERE. ZTHEBIL, KFTASGRER. — “As for the

departure time, we’ll decide next week. As for where to stay, everyone can make
suggestions first.”

B XF = about (topic, content)
¢ XF + topic introduces what something is about: X FEERCE, X T X5 .

o It goes before the subject, never after it.

RTROAE, BRAKER.

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn

guan yiu zhé jian shi wo bid tai ging chu
Word guide: 7&F — about; iX{4:55 — this matter; F — I; /K — not very; 154 — clear.

*%F: about - ZF: as for (a new topic)

who verb

ETFERIL AR AJ LASE RN

zhiyd zhu nar dajia kéyi xian ti jianyi

as for where to stay everyone can suggest first

B %}F = regarding (attitude) and £F = as for (a new topic)
o X}F + issue introduces something you have an opinion on: X} FiX/MeiE, MR
=8
« &F + new topic switches to a related but separate point: FMIFITE, ET
i, ARR .
RAFUE, ZTHEE, FRREE.
wo fu zé ding pido zhi yi jitu dian ni lai zudn ba
Word guide: F — I; /1357 — am in charge of; 7] 2% — booking tickets; £F — as for; Jf
JE — the hotel; 4R — you; 3k — (do it); % — choose.

B BT needs a first topic

o & T comes after something else has been said; it cannot open a conversation.

e %T cannot follow the subject: XTFiXM4-F, Fk .., not FATXHZH ...

B Choosing

 Title or content: JF-. Attitude or judgement: %fF. Switching to another point:

i

o BTHRELEE, BIMAEHEM. — “As for how it turns out, we’ll see later.”
BTEREBEARE, WEHK.

zhi yu jié guo zén me yang yi hou zai shuo
Word guide: £F — as for; £ — the result; /E 24 FE — how it turns out; PAJ5 — later;
iyt — we'll see.

® Recap

o XTF = about (topic); XF = regarding (attitude); ZF = as for (switching to a
new point).

e & needs an earlier topic; F goes before the subject.

Practise this pattern step by step.



# vs 3k (to/for vs for the sake of)

B A gift and a sacrifice

» Your mother works late every night to support the family.

o EIHTRAERXTIEBIMK, REBLWE—HHY. — “Mum works late every

day for us; I want to buy her a present.”

B % = to / for (a recipient)

o #4 + person + verb = do something for / to someone who receives it: #hX
L, HEATHIE, BIRNE.

o The person gets the thing or the service.
BIGIGE T —RAE.

wo geéi ma ma mai le yi shu hua

Word guide: & — I; 45 — for; {815 — Mum; 3£ — buy; —# — a bunch of; £ — flowers.

A7 for the sake of - £3: for (a recipient)

who link verb

4345 7T HA BRIFEIRME
mama weile wémen méi tian gongzud dao hén wan

Mum for our sake works late every day

B 4 = for the sake of, because of

« 4 + person / cause + verb = for the sake of, on behalf of: N KZFEHR S, MR
2%, TR,

o A often goes with feelings and effort.

RATERIARE -

wo men dou wéi ni gao xing

Word guide: Ff] — we; #B — all; & — for; fR — you; H2% — are happy.

B Receiving versus caring

e %4 + person = they receive something: #4535 {F. 2 + person = on their behalf
or about them: “Afth$H.(>.
o Feelings take A, not 45: R 2%, not AR L.
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B Where both work
« “Do something for someone” can sometimes take either: 25 / HRFMIK.
o % is more everyday; “& sounds more formal or dedicated: A N RS — “serve the
people”.
ANRIRS -
weéi rén min fi wi
Word guide: & — for; AR — the people; R4 — serve.
B Recap

o # = to / for a recipient (45K, AFFTHLE); 29 = for the sake of / because of
CAIRERS, A% THHL).

o Feelings take “Aj; service can take either (% everyday, 4 formal).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Bf vs Ji] vs £ (towards)

2701.1 Complete: “We should learn from her” FANINVIZ .o T
2701.2 Which is wrong?

o A [mfliE K

o B. fAtiEk

o C. fEHE

« D. HEHEH )

2701.3 Build: “This plane flies to Shanghai.”
Arrange all chunks: ®fE / IXZLKHL / L.
2701.4 {55 [A] means a south-facing room.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2701.5 Your photographer friend arranges a group photo by the sea. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B %} vs XF (to/toward vs regarding)

2702.1 Complete: “She is very kind to me.” i ...........
2702.2 Which is wrong?

o AR, FIEAE.

 B. fxHARE A

o C.XFRAT, FEAENL.

ARG



o D. ABXTHRARE .

2702.3 Build: “Regarding this issue, opinions differ.”
Arrange all chunks: KEZW, / , /| A—. / XFTF XA 08
2702.4 XFT ... it is more formal than Xt ... SEi5.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2702.5 In a meeting, you describe a new colleague and give your view on a proposal.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B XTF vs XF vs 2F

2703.1 Complete: “I'll book the tickets; as for the hotel, you choose.” FTT1]E,
e T, ARRAEIE

2703.2 A book title: “A Book about Chinese Food”. Which word fits? H
S 45

« A Z2F

« B.xXF

o C.XIF

« D. %}

2703.3 Match each word to its job.

e L XT

L X

L &F
A. regarding (attitude or judgement)

B. as for (switching to another point)

« C. about (topic or content)

2703.4 2T can open a conversation without any earlier topic.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2703.5 You are writing an email planning a school trip. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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% vs 2 (to/for vs for the sake of)

2704.1 Complete: “We're all happy for you.” FEATER v VRG24
2704.2 “Call me tomorrow.” Which fits? BJR FRATHIE .

o ALYy

« B. N

o C. 1

« D. X%

2704.3 Build: “I bought Mum a bunch of flowers.”
Arrange all chunks: & / ST / 31808 / —R 1k,
2704.4 ~ AN IR% sounds more formal than 5 A R4
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2704.5 Your mother works late every night to support the family. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B B vs [ vs £ (towards)

2701.1 [

Abstract “learn from” takes [q].

2701.2 B. {FEbIEH#K

¥ shows direction of movement toward a place (fEH[E) and does not take a person.
Apologising to someone uses [i] or J: [A]fhiE K.

2701.3 X ZECAL KA Bifg.

Verb + f# + destination.

2701.4 True.

True. 5] means “facing towards”: B{EgHYJEE] is a south-facing room.

2701.5 One possible response: KFEFIE, FHLu—rE L.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e f does not take people: [filiEK, not FEAETK.

o Abstract verbs (22>, TE#, ik, F/8) take [7], not B or fF.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 3f vs XF (to/toward vs regarding)

2702.1 %}

Treatment of people takes Xif.

2702.2 D. X FREE A

Treatment of people needs %f, not X}

2702.3 XM FREANEE, KREERA—,

XtF + issue, then the comment.

2702.4 True.

True. XFF .. €1 is more formal and suits essays; %f .. it is the everyday form.
Both mean “for, as far as ... is concerned”.

2702.5 One possible response: X KFRES. W TEXNHE, RAEANEWE
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o Wherever %f§ works, X} usually works too: X} (F) iX/~aj8 ...

» But treatment of people needs XJ: XJFAR &, X, not XfFFAL L / XFFHb .
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B XTF vs WHF vs ZF

2703.1 £F

%2 F switches to a new, related point.

2703.2 B. %F

Content and titles take 7.

2703.3 1-C: T = about (topic or content); 2-A: XfF = regarding (attitude or
judgement); 3-B: 2T = as for (switching to another point)

Each introduces a topic differently.

2703.4 False.

It switches from a topic already mentioned.

2703.5 One possible response: X1 i &Rf[A], FATFFABE. EFTEWIL, K
KA PASCH L

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e & comes after something else has been said; it cannot open a conversation.

e T cannot follow the subject: F X484, F& .., not FXTFXHZH ...

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

m % vs 2 (to/for vs for the sake of)
2704.1

Feelings take 4.

2704.2 A. %

The recipient of a call takes 25.

2704.3 AL T — AL,

%5 + person + verb + object.

2704.4 True.

>} is the formal, dedicated “for”.



2704.5 One possible response: 144520 1 AT R TAERIMRME, KA MK—15

LA -

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e #& + person = they receive something: #5fhE{F. -5 + person = on their behalf
or about them: AfiifH.[>.

o Feelings take A, not Z5: I MARE 24, not FRLGVRTE 2.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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