Let alone
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

BE ... , B ... 1 ... (let alone)

B Tired on the stairs

o A friend suggests climbing Mount Huashan. You get tired walking upstairs.

- BIBRILT, BMEERBRBIESLR,

walking upstairs tires me.”

B AL A, BiEBW /..

o FIUE A, BiR / E B ... = “let alone A, even B ..”: B is the easier case, and
even that fails (or succeeds), so A obviously does.

o The harder case A comes first, after $iij.

B F5, R HREEA.

bié shuo yi bdi kuar jiv shi yi kuai wo ye méi you

Word guide: 53¢ — let alone; —T7 — a hundred; 3t — yuan; & — even; —# — one

yuan; & — I; #4 — (even); & — don’t have.

— “Forget climbing mountains — even

R AT, SE B ... letalone A
verb
TRV
ES AR E S

wo yé juéde lei

AL T

bié shud pa shan le

FRRERERERS
jiushi zéu léuti

never mind climbing even taking the stairs tires me

B Positive too

o XIERE, 5']@35%%, BR/NEEWNSMH, — “This question — never mind the teacher,

even a primary-school pupil could do it.”
o 1% can replace Wii@: AUHMEN, EHE ABA—EFIE.
FHSMEAN, EPEARA—EHIE.

bié shuo wai gud rén lidn Zhong gud rén yé bu yi ding zhi dao
Word guide: 5l[i}i — never mind; #pE A — foreigners; iE — even; H1[E A — Chinese
people; tH, — also; A—%E — not necessarily; FI1iE — know.
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B Which item goes where

o The item after jI[j}i is the more extreme one; the item after jfi;& / ¥% is the easier
test.

o Keep 1, / #R in the second clause: & .. 1 .., & .. #B ...

B B versus EARRY

o HlUE A, Fi/2 Bt ..: the extreme case A comes first.

e B.., HAHVL A T the easier case first, then the extreme: SERSERERZE , A
UL T

ERHHE, EAHRLT.

zou lou tv dou léi geng b yong shuo pd shan le

Word guide: i — walking; B4 — stairs; #F — even; 2 — tires me; T AH UL — let

alone; J€1] — climbing mountains.

B Recap

e Bl A, W2 /E B /# ... = let alone A, even B ...

o A (extreme) after %I[i; BN H U puts the extreme case last.
Practise this pattern step by step.

BEAHVE (let alone / not to mention)

B Not even the basics

e Your nephew is two years old and is learning to talk.

o MEFEHHAEE, ERAHNEET. — “He can’t even speak clearly, let alone

write.”

"B .., ERAERA(T)
o« WHAHY A = “let alone A, not to mention A”: the easier case B comes first; A is
even more obviously true or false.

e T often ends the clause: AL .. T .

RIEBTEHRAXT, EAHRIFET.

wo lidn zt xing cheé dou bu hut qi géng bi yong shuo kai che le

Word guide: 3 — I; & — even; H174 — a bike; #B — (even); /&~ — not; £ — can; B —
ride; B A F i — let alone; 7% — drive.



EAE ..., BERMAB B: let alone

verb

IR B

ta lidn hua dou shud bu gingchu

BFT

xié 7l le

BRAR
géng blyong shud

he can't even speak clearly let alone write

B Positive: not to mention

e XEHMWERBH, EAHMUNAHAT. — “Summers here are hot, not to mention
August.”

o fBAPIE. YR, EAPEWEILT. — “He speaks English and French, not to

mention Chinese.”
XERERER, EARRAAT.
zhé [ de xia tian hén ré géng bu yong shuo ba yue le
Word guide: X H — here; E K — summers; fR& — very; # — hot; ¥ A H i — not to
mention; /\H — August.

B FEasier case first

o The clause before B A i is the easier or more basic case; A after it is the
extreme.

o Do not put AR at the start of the first clause: B.., B AL A.

" EARAU versus fi[il
o fA[{ is similar and more literary: K AERMBCA R, M #Z T R? — “Even adults

can’t do it, let alone children.”
o fA[{} often ends with lJg as a rhetorical question.

RAFHAD], FHZTFIR?

da rén dou zuo bu dao hé kuang hdi zi ne

Word guide: K A — adults; #f — even; fUA%] — can’t do it; a4 — let alone; % T —
children.

B Recap

e B .., EAHEHW A (T7) = let alone / not to mention A.
 Easier case first; fa[{. ... g is the literary relative.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Practice without the models

B B ... , 3R ... # ... (let alone)

2301.1 Complete: “Let alone a hundred yuan, I don’t even have one.” Hliji—1 Ht,
e IR

2301.2 In B3 A, 52 B A<, which is the more extreme case?

¢ A. Both equal
« B.A

e C. Neither

« D.B

)

2301.3 Build: “Never mind foreigners, even Chinese people may not know.
Arrange all chunks: ZEFEN / WA—EFE. / HIUIMNEAN /

2301.4 F AL puts the extreme case at the end.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2301.5 A friend suggests climbing Mount Huashan. You get tired walking upstairs.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ERAP (let alone / not to mention)

2302.1 Complete: “I can’t even ride a bike, let alone drive” % HfT4HA S0,
S | o/ G

2302.2 Which order is correct?

o AR HULHIAE, BEER.

o B HPHEARULT, ERIE,

o C. L AR IENE, SO UL T .

o D. EAJHULHIA, bl BRI M

2302.3 Build: “Summers here are hot, not to mention August.”
Arrange all chunks: SAMYL / , / ANAT . / XHERAEHR
2302.4 fa[{i, is more literary than 5.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2302.5 Your nephew is two years old and is learning to talk. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

S , R ... 1 ... (let alone)

2301.1 Hf2

Bl A, B B ..

2301.2 B. A

The extreme case follows Hl|{j..

2301.3 JUAMELN, A E A WA —EHIE .

AL A, 3B .

2301.4 True.

True. H A4 adds the more extreme case at the end: K ANEIRAS), A HULZ

F 7T “Even adults can’t move it, let alone children.”

2301.5 One possible response: H|Ui€I T, w2 ERBREICISER.
Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The item after JI[j}i is the more extreme one; the item after jfi& / ¥ is the easier
test.

o Keep 1, / &R in the second clause: J/& .. 4% .., & .. &R ...
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B H A (let alone / not to mention)

2302.1 A H UL

B.., EAHUA T.

2302.2 C. fib AR ME, EAM UL T

The easier case first, then T AL + the extreme.

2302.3 X HAERMRH, EAMBENAAT .

B.., AU A T.

2302.4 True.

Al ... g often appears in writing.

2302.5 One possible response: fiEiEENEANEGRE, EAHKUEFE T .
Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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e The clause before B A it is the easier or more basic case; A after it is the
extreme.

o Do not put AL at the start of the first clause: B.., B AL A.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



