Let alone
Ref Hskb5 Grammar

B ... , AR/ #E ... BB ...... — “let alone, never

mind?”’

BV A, SR / % B 4 ... waves away the bigger case to stress that even the
smaller one fails — “forget about A; even B ...” Note the order is the reverse of the

N H L pattern.

Structure: jlyi + A | FiE / & + B+ L / HS + Verb

{zh: 5| [bié shuo|forget / —T |yl baila hundred / , jfi/2 [jit shileven / —3k |yi
kuailone / & |qidn|kuai / F& |[woll / 5 |y&¢ / A |[bu|won’t / 45 |géi|give / 4 |ni|you
[}

Forget a hundred — I won’t even give you one kua.

{zh: 5 |bié shuolnever mind / i |béi jit|baijiu / , 7% [lidn|even / W |pi
jiu|beer / & |[wo|l / #B |[dou / AT |shou bu lido|can’t stand / . }

Never mind baijiv — I can’t even stand beer.

Remember: HJi = “forget the big thing — even the small one fails.” Dismiss
the bigger case A first (51— ), then show even the smaller B doesn’t hold (7%&—
WAL, Big — small. The exact reverse of B4 U4 (next).

Watch out

o Order matters: the easier/smaller case is what actually fails, proving the point
about the bigger one.

veeee , BAHW ...... — “let alone, much less”

# A ..., EAHVE B T runs from the smaller case up to the greater — “even
A .., let alone B.” A (the lesser) comes first; B (the more extreme) is capped with 7 .

Structure: i + A + #5 / L + Verb , HAHHYL + B + T

{zh: & |lidn|even / F& |wo|l / #F |[dou / A |bu|don’t / HliE |zhi daolknow / iXA4 |zhe
gelthis / 7k |ge shou|singer / , BEAH UL |[géng bt yong shuollet alone / i |tahim
[ T lle/ o}

Even I don’t know this singer, let alone him.
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{zh: % |lidnjeven / Z AN |jia rén|family / #f |dou / A |bu|don’t / Ff# |l
jiélunderstand / {R |nilyou / , AU |geng b yong shuol|let alone / %A |bié
rén|others / T [le / . }

Even your family don’t understand you, let alone other people.

Remember: AR = “even A..., LET ALONE B.” Lesser case A first (JEF
HRANHIIE), greater B capped with T (A MU T). Small — big — the opposite
order to i}, (big — small). Both make the same point from different ends.

Watch out

o Pair it with a leading & A #[ .. — the “even the small case” half sets up the “let
alone” punch.
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