Either... or
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

BE ..., B ... (either ... or ...)

B Either day works

¢ Your manager asks when you can meet the client.

- MEEYW—, EFEEHN, BEFZ. — “Either Tuesday or Thursday — I'm free
on both.”

B 5i# A, 5 B = either A or B (statements)

o HF .. B .. lists alternatives in a statement or suggestion; any of them is
acceptable.

« It can join nouns, verbs or clauses: B{F VR, BiEF %,
HEREK, RERE, BT,

huo zhé ni lai huo zhé wo qu dou xing
Word guide: B3 — either; /R — you; 3 — come; 5{F — or; I — I; & — go; #B — all;
7 - fine.

& A, ¥ B: either AorB

verb

HEET

wo dou yéu kong

HEEHH "

huodzhé xingqr'er

HEEHAM

huozhé xingqisi

either Tuesday or Thursday I'm free either way

B Habits and options

o FIARSBEFED, FEWIKk. — “At weekends I either read or go swimming.”
o RAIPASREITHIE, BE KRB, — “You can either phone or send an email.”

FRREEFRH, EEK.

zhou mo wo huo zhé kan shu huo zhé qu you yong

Word guide: K — at weekends; F& — I; 5{F - either; HJ — read; B — or; & -
go; YUKk — swimming.
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B Not for questions

o Questions use ifi2: YRIBZSIAZMIME? |, not AREEFE 255 & B mnME?
o When only one is true (not a free choice), prefer Nig ... fifg .. ARBHERK, i
RAEAL

B .. B ... versus A ... BA ..

o B .. BiZ .. also means either .. or .., sounding firmer, often an ultimatum:
LIAEE, BEABE.

o H{F .. BiF .. sounds open and relaxed.

BARLE, BAE.

yao me xidn 2dai zou yao me bié zou

Word guide: B4 — either; FI{E — now; 3£ — go; B4 — or; jl] — don’t; 5E — go.

B Recap

o B A, Ei# B = cither A or B (open options, statements).

e Questions: if2; firm ultimatum: A .. : one of two facts: NE .. &

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Bk ..., BF .. (either ... or ...)

2201.1 Complete: “Either you come or I go — either is fine” B{E VR, ...
HAT

2201.2 Which is a question?

o A BT, BEAMGIMIME.

o B. VRIGASIE 2 M IHE?

o CORZEMAS, S EmimE.

o D.BiEMEAS, B EMMEE.

2201.3 Build: “At weekends I either read or go swimming.”
Arrange all chunks: |, #F / SiFFH / FRIK | Klfk.
2201.4 B4, ... 2, .. can sound like an ultimatum.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

%,

2201.5 Your manager asks when you can meet the client. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B EiE ..., B ... (either ... or ...)
2201.1 5%

2201.2 B. JRIEZ5IA 2 1B IlIME?
Questions with “or” use A 42.

2201.3 RFEEFH A, 80 KiK.
i A, 53 B.

2201.4 True.

It is firmer than B .. 8{F ...

2201.5 One possible response: s{F B, s EMMN, RE A,

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
« Questions use JB/&: VRMGAIEZIMIME? | not VREE M 2K B M I HE?
o When only one is true (not a free choice), prefer ~Nig ... §ifg .. MARTER,

FEAEAT.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.
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