Either... or
Ref Hskb Grammar

BE ..., 3F ...... — “either ... or ...”

Doubling B3 lays out two options in a statement — “either ..., or ....” The options
are usually verb phrases. (In a question, you’d switch to #/&.)

Structure: 5 + A , #(# + B

{zh: HA |zhi you|there’s only / —#t |yi kuai|one piece of / FHAE |dan gaocake / |
. |huo zhé|either / /R |nilyou / Wz |chileat it / B |[huo zhélor / F& |wo|l / Iz
|chileat it / . }

There’s only one piece of cake — either you eat it or I do.

{zh: TEA] |zdn men|let’s / B |huo zhé|either / 4K |jmn tian|today / 2 |qu|go / Y
# |huo zhéor / HHK |ming tian|tomorrow / % |qu|go / , —i& |yl ding|definitely /
2L |yaolmust / % |qujgo / o }

Let’s go either today or tomorrow — but we definitely must go.

Remember: 8# ... 8{F ... = “either ... or ...” in a STATEMENT (laying out
options); a choice question still takes ¥#fi/&. Same statement-vs-question split as the
basic I # / A& pair (HSK 3).

Watch out

o Don’t slip into 42 here — these are stated options, not a question being asked.
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