Conditional Statements
Ref Hskb Grammar

)
~E o000 000 ’ ﬁ o000 000 - “Once LN ] then ...”
—H ... Bt ... sets up a trigger — “once (something happens), then (consequence).”
It looks ahead to a possible future turning point. Unlike — ... i ... (which links two
real events in quick succession), — H. frames a hypothetical threshold.
Structure: —H + Condition , (Subject) jfi + Consequence

{zh: ¥ |you xie|some / A |rén|people / —H. |yi dan|the moment / 45
have / T |le / # |qidn|money / , #f |jit|then / AF

Some people change the moment they have money.

{zh: —H. |yi dan|once / 4% |ni|your / ¥ |de / /AH] |gong sijcompany / 77 |shang
shi|goes public / , YR |ni|you / §f [jit|then / A]PA |[ké yilcan / A8 i [bian chéng|become
/ BEN |you qidn rén|rich / . }

Once your company goes public, you’ll be rich.

you|they
bian|change / T |le / . }

Remember: —H = “if/when ever X happens (then...)” — a HYPOTHET-

ICAL threshold. Contrast — .. 5f ... (HSK 4), which chains two actual events in

instant succession (— NiRAEE). — H. looks to a maybe-future; — .. 3 .. reports a

real link.

Watch out

o — H is about a possible future turning point — don’t use it for a habitual or
already-happened link (that’s — .. 5 ..).
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