Complements
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Advanced degree complements (8 + 8 / Bfy ...)
B After a twenty-kilometre hike

o You finally reach the hostel after walking all day in the mountains.

- REBE, H2HAIEMT .

"Adj+ B+ R/ BN/ M IBT

e These degree complements push an adjective to a high degree: H154R, BEI53
fir, AT, AT

o They all follow the pattern Adj + 5 + complement and end the clause.

RBB/ATT .

wo e de bu xing le

Word guide: #, — I; % — hungry; /47 — unbearably.

— “I'm dead tired; I don’t feel like doing anything.”

Adjective + 8E#p: terribly

who verb link
. PA=] A,
& RS Eap
wo lei de yaoming
| am tired to death

B Different flavours
o BfR: emphatic but mild — X BZ¥EE. BEA / BAfT: very colloquial, often
a complaint — KL HAY.
o BAFET: very strong, good or bad — F24E AT .
AR .

ta ya téng de yao ming
Word guide: fi — he; 7 — tooth; ¥& — aching; ZEfy — terribly.

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn

B Not literal, and no extra g

o ifiy does not mean real danger: Y35 %i Ay just means “freezing”.
o No fi before the adjective: ZEf53Ei4y, not 1 E 5Ty,

B Versus the plain degree adverb
o JEHE / Fip|ZR are neutral and fine in writing.
e The %5 complements sound spoken and expressive; keep them out of formal essays.

ROREHR.
wo jin tian fei chdng léi
Word guide: F, — I; 4K — today; £ — very; 2 — tired.

B Recap
e Adj +18 + 1B/ Bfy / MMT / ABT = very, extremely (spoken, expressive).

« Not literal; no /& before; use £ in writing.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 87 / AT (can / can’t manage)

® Too much food

e Your host keeps adding dishes to the table, far more than two people can eat.

o XALE, BMEART. — “This much food — we can’t possibly eat it all.”

® Verb + BT / AT (lido)

o Verb + 87 = can manage it; Verb + R7T = can’t manage it: 257 / ZA
TG AT

o | here is read lido (“finish, manage”).

ARREE, EAT .

ming tian wo you shi qu bu lido

Word guide: BR — tomorrow; F — I; 55 — am busy; & — go; AT — can’t.

Verb + A7 can't (manage) to

thing who not
. /, —— YA =
XAZH A IZART
zhéme dub cai woémen cht bu lido
so much food we can't finish




B Ability, quantity, endurance

o Quantity: =N ABEATIXAZ. — “One person can’t eat this much.”

o Endurance: XAMBKIK, BZEAT . — “I can’t stand this heat.”
AR, BEAT .

zhé me ré de tian wo shou bu lido

Word guide: X4 — so; # — hot; K — weather; I — I; %2/ T — can’t stand.
B Read it lido

e InWZAT / X457, T = lido, not the particle le.

o Ask with both forms: REETEAT? or fREH THE?

B R7T versus A52 and AfB
o ZAR5E = can’t finish (the food is left over);
unable).

AT = can’t manage (too much, or

e AEE = not allowed or not able in general: #RAFEE —
to) go.”

%j(z, nzxj‘ﬁﬁa

cal tai duo chi bu wdn

Word guide: 3£ — food; X — too; £ — much; IZ

“You can’t (aren’t allowed

—eat; /N — (can’t); 52 — finish.

B Recap
» Verb + 8T / AT (lifio) = can / can’t manage: HAR T, R T ZAT.

o /R5Z means unable to finish; /NHE can express inability or prohibition, depending
on context.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements 3 / JF / 3k

B Hold on tight

e You are helping your little sister learn to ride a bike.

o IMAIEFE, BIHRFF! — “Hold on to the handlebars, don’t let go!”

® Verb + f£ = fix, hold firmly

o 4 makes the result stable: #fE (grab hold), itfF (memorise), #ifE (stop), £24E
(block).

o EERKHEESH.
HCERFHEIESH,
qing ji zha wo de dian hud hdo md
Word guide: {§ — please; it/ — remember; F, — my; H§5 — phone; 5% — number.

— “Remember my phone number.”
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Verb + {%: hold it fast

verb thing not
HE BF AFRTFF
zhua zhu bashou bié songkai
grab hold of the handle don't let go

® Verb + JF / Hi3k
o FF = open or separate: ¥JJF (open), $iiFF (pull open), ETF (go away), B I (leave).
Hili

o M3 = come out, emerge, or be recognised: HH ¥ (come up with), % (tell,
make out), 5 H ¥ (write out).

REHRMAEN.

wo kan chu lat ta bu gao xing

Word guide: 3 — I; H — see; i3k — (make out); i — he; A~ — not; 5% — happy.

B Potential forms

o JUAMF = can’t remember; FTAFF = can’t open; ZEAH 3 = can’t think of it.
o M3 can split around an object: A8 H—AIpyEFK [ A K — Ik

B EHE versus FIL

o FIL = see (with the eyes): F&H WAL T .

o HH ¥ = work out, notice from clues: FF&H HFAMAEPLFE — “I could tell he was
lying.”

RERMT .

wo kan jian ta le

Word guide:  — I; F L — saw; fifi — him.

B Recap

o 4 = fix firmly (i2fE, 9UE); FF = open / apart / away (fT9F, BHF); HR = come
out / be recognised (FHHI, FHHFK).

o Potential: {EAH:, FTAFF, B H K.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Verb / Adj + 3T (broken / to an extreme)

® Worn out

e Your mum comes home after a twelve-hour shift and collapses on the sofa.

o HSRUHEREIRT! - “Today absolutely wore me out!”

B Verb + #f = broken (a result)

« Verb + 3R (7T) = the action broke something: #%If (broke by dropping), F#f
(wore out by using), F+3f (damaged).

o BWFHIEILT. — “I dropped my phone and broke it.”
REFYERT .

wo de shou ji shuai huai le
Word guide: F — my; F#L — phone; & — drop; $k — broken.

Verb / adj + ¥ T: worn out, broken

when link verb
SX CIE{aE3 KXY
jintian ké ba wo lei huai le
today really made me exhausted

B Adj / feeling + IFT = extremely

o With feelings and states, IR T means “terribly”: BIRT, BT, 83T, BXE

T.

o IEXMEE, WEXIET. — “When she heard the news, she was thrilled.”
BXAMEE, HENET .

ting dao zhé ge xiao i ta gao xing huai le

Word guide: W78l — hearing; X4~ — this; J§ 5, — news; il — she; &% — happy; I8 T
— extremely.

® Which meaning?

o Action verb + ¥f = something is physically broken: i fHIL T .

o Feeling / state + ¥R = an extreme degree, nothing broken: IR ", T is usually
needed.
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B With
o I results often appear in ! sentences: FRFEIBBRIIBEFIRT . — “My brother

broke my glasses.”
o AJHM .. FRT is a common spoken frame: B[UF IR T — “I was worried sick.”

HRERNIBEFET .

di di ba wo de yan jing nong huai le

Word guide: 5558 — my brother; ¥ — my; HR4%E — glasses; F£ER — broke.

B Recap

o Action verb + I (7T) = broken by that action (IR, FIF).

o Feeling / state + T = extremely (ZIL T, EMIET); wJ4FKk . LT is

spoken.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + % (zhdo) (managed to / succeeded)
B Finally asleep

e You tossed and turned for hours before you managed to sleep.

o BFEEAES. — “Ididn’t get to sleep until two.”

B Verb + 3 (zhéo) = succeed in

« & zhdo after a verb marks success in reaching the goal: §fEZ (fall asleep), $%%
(find), 3£%F (manage to buy).

¢ It is read zhao, not zhe.

PIRRE TG?

yao shi zhdo zhdo le ma

Word guide: 445 — the keys; 33 — found.

Verb + & (zh&o): succeed in

who when link verb
S
£33 M= 7z S
wo liang dian cai shui zhdo
| at two only then fell asleep




B Potential and negative forms

o FEARE = can't get to sleep: FRKEK T, AL,

o BWE = didn’t manage to find: FKHk TR REELKE.
BAEKT, BAE.

wo tar jin zhang le shui bu zhdo

Word guide: #, — I; KX — too; Z5k — nervous; HEAZE — can’t sleep.

B zhio versus zhe

o ME# (shul zhdo) = fall asleep (the goal reached); i (shul zhe) = in a sleeping
state — context and reading tell them apart.

o« For finding, #%# is the standard, more general form; #% % is colloquial, mainly
northern.

B 3% (zhdo) versus 3

o Both mark success: k% = 3|, LFHF = LI

o [EZE has no #| version: HEZ| means “sleep until”: BEZ|+ pi.
RIPIT.

wo zhao dao le
Word guide: F, — I; # — look for; #| — (found).

B Recap

« Verb + #F (zhdo) = succeed in (%, £3); negatives lEAE / I%ILEH.
o Read zhdo; often interchangeable with %], except HEZ.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3| (succeed in reaching)

B Got the tickets!

o Concert tickets sold out in two minutes, but you clicked fast enough.
e REIET! — “I managed to get tickets!”

B Verb + 3| = reach the goal

e Verb + 3] marks that an action reached its goal: 3KF|, 33|, HH, W H|, Ug3.
o WRKBIBRBIBBHEETIE? — “Did you get my email?”

HRUCBI IR WA TG ?

ni shou dao wo de you jian le ma
Word guide: R — you; &l — receive; & — my; HE: — email.
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Verb + Zl: got it (the result)

who verb thing
A3 LA ==

ES4 X =7

wo mai dao piao le

| managed to buy the tickets

B Reaching a place, time or degree
o Place: #EP] 71O, — “He walked to the door.”
o Time: BIAITWMBIMWIR. — “We chatted until very late.”

AT R .

wo men lido dao hén wdn

Word guide: AT — we; Bl — chat; 3| — until; /8 — very; Hf — late.

B Searching versus finding

o % = look for; ##| = find. Ik T, W EEFHKEF] - “I looked but didn’t find it.”
o Negate with 7%: ¥3EF|; potential: SEAF] / SLF55].

"E/ B/ EBL

o F = look at (the action); FZ| / B, = see (the result).

o Wr = listen; W% / Wyl = hear: FMrEH AR

RITBIE AU

wo ting dao you rén qiao mén

Word guide: #, — I; W7 %] — heard; & A\ — someone; &[] — knock.
B Recap

o Verb + 3| = the action reached its goal (S£F, k%, YiF) or a place / time (&
2, W R
o Fk = search, $£%| = find; negative ¥% .. ¥, potential .. A%

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3 + Verb + Z (back and forth)

B A restless dog before the storm

e Your dog can’t settle before the storm and keeps pacing around the living room.
. BEFTHENRZEZE. — “It keeps pacing back and forth in the living room.”



® Verb + ¥ + Verb + &%

e V 3 V % = do something repeatedly, back and forth: E¥}E 7, MK, K
PSS

o The same verb repeats; & and % show movement in different directions.

BF A EBEREE.

hdi zi men zai gong yudn li pdo ldi pdo qu

Word guide: #%FI] - the children; #£ — in; Z3[E — the park; B — (in); #7 — run; 3k -

(here); il — run; % — (there).

V3RVE: back and forth

who where verb

= =

= ERTE EREE

ta zai keting li z06u 14i z6u qu
it (the dog) in the living room paces up and down

B Repeating with no result

o With thinking and talking, it often means “over and over, without getting any-

where”: RAEFRMEE, BRIEAZET . — “I thought it over and over and decided

not to go after all.”

o MBATHSBIRERRIBILAFE. — “They kept going round in circles saying the same
things.”

REREE, BRIEAET .

wo xidng lai xiang qu hdi shi jué ding bu qu le

Word guide: & — I; #H — think; & — (over); 48 — think; % — (and over); iz — after

all; geE — decided; AN — not; & — go.

B Same verb, one syllable

o Use the same verb in both places: FE¥EZ, not FEFRKZE.
o It describes a repeated activity, so it rarely takes a result complement: & 3EZ,
not ERKE LT

B Versus k[H|
o [H] + verb also means back and forth: fyE]] 113 =] 5.
e JE[A] can be a noun: —4~3E[H] — “a round trip”.

AR R EE .
ta zai mén kou lai hui zou
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Word guide: fifi — he; ¥£ — at; []JIT — the door; 3¢ [ — back and forth; & — walk.

B Recap
e V 3 V & = do repeatedly, back and forth (£ Z); with 48 / i = over and

over.
o Same verb twice; 38 + verb is a near equivalent.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Advanced degree complements (1§ + 8 / Efp ...)
1801.1 Complete: “I'm starving.” FH# ... SNTT 5
1801.2 Which suits a formal essay?
o ALXATIEXESL T .
o B EAFEMERALT
o G XA SRRV
o Do XA RERT 2 i
1801.3 Match each phrase to its meaning.
I LSS S
L R
L mAAE T
o A. hurts terribly
B. over the moon

o C. really quiet

1801.4 15 %1y means it is literally dangerously cold.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1801.5 You finally reach the hostel after walking all day in the mountains. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb + 87T / A7 (can / can’t manage)

1802.1 Complete: “I’ve got something on tomorrow, so I can’t come.” FHH KA I,
1802.2 How is J read in A 7

o A lai

« B.le



« C. la

« D. lido

1802.3 Build: “I can’t stand this heat.”

Arrange all chunks: X AWK /| ZAT. /, | ],

1802.4 fRAEEZE is about permission; #/RZEA T is about being able.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1802.5 Your host keeps adding dishes to the table, far more than two people can eat.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Result complements f£ / JF / Hi3k
1803.1 Complete: “Remember: the meeting is at nine.” i} ........:

1803.2 “I can’t open this bottle.” Which is correct?
o A B TRITARIE

. B. A TRATIT.

o C XTI AREIHT

o D. EMHTFATIFA

1803.3 Match each verb to its meaning.

KBOLETIHR

o 1. JE
o 1 BJF
o 1. MR
. 1. Hik

e A. tell, make out

e B. come up with

e C. grab hold of

e D. leave

1803.4 F 13k and FF I, mean the same.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1803.5 You are helping your little sister learn to ride a bike. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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® Verb / Adj + 3fT (broken / to an extreme)
1804.1 Complete: “The kids are starving” Z 71 v T
1804.2 In A T, what does If express?

¢ A. someone was angry

¢ B. the computer broke from use

e C. the computer is bad quality

e D. extremely

1804.3 Build: “My brother broke my glasses.”
Arrange all chunks: 5555 / 738 / fEFKRMWIEEE / T .
1804.4 In = 2%IK T, something is broken.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1804.5 Your mum comes home after a twelve-hour shift and collapses on the sofa.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb + 3 (zhéo) (managed to / succeeded)
1805.1 Complete: “I'm too nervous; I can’t get to sleep.” FRK'EHK T, MES s
1805.2 How is 5 read in W S A HEH 7

e A. zhué

« B. zhdo

e C. zhe

e D. zhao

1805.3 Build: “Did you find the keys?”

Arrange all chunks: T / 4@ / k& / 4?

1805.4 2|1 & means “fell asleep at ten”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1805.5 You tossed and turned for hours before you managed to sleep. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B Verb + 3] (succeed in reaching)
1806.1 Complete: “I looked for it for ages but didn’t find it.” F$k T2k KM

w0

1806.2 Which says “I can’t get hold of this book anywhere”?
o AL XARBIRJLELEIA

o B XAAIEILEA LR

o C. XA LA K .

o D. XA ILER L AH .

1806.3 Build: “We chatted until very late.”

Arrange all chunks: J 8| / FA1 / M.

1806.4 Wt means “listen” and W7%| means “hear”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1806.5 Concert tickets sold out in two minutes, but you clicked fast enough. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb + 3} + Verb + 2% (back and forth)

1807.1 Complete: “Birds are flying back and forth.” & JLKE K e
1807.2 Which is correct?

o A fEREE

o« B. fEEREZ.

o CAELRERT .

« D. fikELIE.

1807.3 Build: “I thought it over and over and decided not to go.”
Arrange all chunks: I8 @HE / , /| AET . [ TRAERME L
1807.4 —/3F[n] means “a round trip”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1807.5 Your dog can’t settle before the storm and keeps pacing around the living room.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B Advanced degree complements (1§ + 8 / Efp ...)

1801.1 75

Adj + 18 + A7

1801.2 C. XA rd R Ak

The 5 complements are colloquial; essays use JEH.

1801.3 1-A: &K 5% 4y = hurts terribly; 2-C: ZHH5AE = really quiet; 3-B: 15 2%5
A5 T = over the moon

All are degree complements with different flavours.

1801.4 False.

FLAN is just an intensifier here.

1801.5 One possible response: & ZH3idy, FAEAEM T .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FiAy does not mean real danger: {31534y just means “freezing”.

« No 1R before the adjective: Z153i4y, not {7 E153A4y.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + 8T / AT (can / can’t manage)
1802.1 &~

Verb + AT = can’t manage.

1802.2 D. lido

In potential complements 47 / AT (“can / can’t manage”), T is read lido: 3/
T shou bu lido “can’t stand it”. The particle le is a different use.

1802.3 X AR, FZAT .

Topic, then subject + AT .

1802.4 True.

NfE can be a rule; £ T says it is impossible.

1802.5 One possible response: X4 %23, HIZAT .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o InlZART / 45T, T = lido, not the particle le.



o Ask with both forms: R TEART? or REETIE?
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Result complements £ / 7 / Hi3k

1803.1 {i:

184E = remember (fix in memory).

1803.2 A. XA FIKITAFF .

Potential complement: F] AJF.

1803.3 1-C: J{f = grab hold of; 2-D: BJ| = leave; 3-B: 2HH{3k = come up with;
4-A: HH3E = tell, make out

1 fixes, JT separates, H 3k brings out.

1803.4 False.

F I = see; HHE = work out from clues.

1803.5 One possible response: JFLTF-, HIFAH!

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e JOAMF = can’t remember; FT A = can’t open; ZHAH ¥ = can’t think of it.

o K can split around an object: A —/NIpyEsk /A R—AIpE.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Verb / Adj + 3fT (broken / to an extreme)
1804.1 I%

Feeling / state + 8 T = extremely.

1804.2 B. the computer broke from use

Action verb + #f = broken by that action.

1804.3 S BEFRAIRGFFIR T .

8 + object + verb + IR + T.

1804.4 False.

With feelings, 38T just means “extremely”.

1804.5 One possible response: 4R u[fiF 2K 7!
Check meaning and form:
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« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Action verb + If = something is physically broken: FJxiFIR T .

o Feeling / state + ¥£ 7 = an extreme degree, nothing broken: £ 7. T is usually
needed.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + 3 (zhéo) (managed to / succeeded)
1805.1 %

HEANZE = can’t fall asleep.

1805.2 B. zhdao

Success in reaching the goal = zhdo.

1805.3 FrbE 757

Verb + % (zhdo) + 7.

1805.4 False.

False. | after a verb shows the end point in time: fEZ]+ /& means “slept until ten”.
“Fell asleep at ten” is | filifEE T .

1805.5 One possible response: I i A HEE .
Check meaning and form:
« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % (shul zhdo) = fall asleep (the goal reached); HEZ (shul zhe) = in a sleeping
state — context and reading tell them apart.

o For finding, % is the standard, more general form; #%# is colloquial, mainly
northern.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + 3] (succeed in reaching)
1806.1 3|

#3| = find (the goal reached).
1806.2 D. AU LER LR F.
Potential complement: JEANF].



1806.3 FA T3 ARH .

Verb + #| + degree / time.

1806.4 True.

True. Wt is the action of listening; adding the result complement %] shows the sound
was actually perceived: FEWT T, W2 NTE).

1806.5 One possible response: 3L | 1|

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o F& = look for; $%| = find. FIL T, P EEFEF| - “I looked but didn’t find it.”

o Negate with #&: ¥#LF|; potential: SEAE| / K155

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + 3} + Verb + 2% (back and forth)

1807.1 £

V 3k V £

1807.2 A. fliEREL.

In verb + 3 + verb + Z the same verb repeats to show movement back and forth:

il 7E 3 £ % “He paces up and down.” Mixing two verbs or adding T 5¢ breaks the
pattern.

1807.3 MK L, BRIEAET .

AECRAE L + decision.

1807.4 True.

True. 3[A] can be a noun meaning “a round trip”: —/~3& B FLPFF/NEf. As an
adverb it means “back and forth”.

1807.5 One possible response: ‘EAE% )T HEHKEZE.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use the same verb in both places: 7E3EZ:, not £ R E.

o It describes a repeated activity, so it rarely takes a result complement: & 3EZ,
not EREXTE

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
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comment on pronunciation.



