?If” Statements
Ref Hskb Grammar

B ...... , BE oo — “jif ... then ...”

BN ... i ... states a hypothetical — “if ..., then ...” It’s a more formal sibling of
i/ B, at home in both writing and speech.

Structure: {4 + Statement , 4 + Result

{zh: f&n [jia rafif / F |wo|l / &2 |shi|were / /R |nilyou / , F& |wo|l / 3t |jitu|would
/ FJH Jjie yan|quit smoking / . }

If I were you, I’'d quit smoking.

{zh: 4N [jid ra)if / 4R |nilyour / B |de / Bi&5 |chéng ji|grades / T |zaila little / &F
|hio|higher / — 5 JL |yi didnr / , #f |jit|then / fE [néng|could / Hiif |shen qing|apply
to / LK |Béi Da|Peking University / T [le / . }

If your grades were a bit higher, you could apply to Peking University.

Remember: fBfl = the formal AR (X = “suppose”) — same “if,” dressier
register, same Jf, in the result. Slots into the if-family: 413 / & (everyday) —
fian (formal).

Watch out

o Like the others, it pairs with it — R ... B ...

F— e JBAIP? — “what if (the worst)”

Ji— (literally “ten-thousand to one”) raises an unlikely but worrying possibility
— “what if ..., in case ..., on the off chance.” It’s usually for undesirable scenarios, as
a question (JE247p / g) or a statement.

Structure: Jj— + Bad Possibility + EZAIp? - Jj— + ..

{zh: %7 |dai|take / # |ba / 4 |sdn|an umbrella / M8 |ba / , Jj— |wan yilwhat if /
M |xia ytlit rains / Wg |ne / 7 }

Take an umbrella — what if it rains?

{zh: F |woll / B |yao|will / id [ji|write it / 2K |xia ldi|down / , Jj— |wan yi|in
case / & |wang|I forget / T |le / B]PA |ké yi|l can / #F |ché|look it up / . }

L’ll write it down — in case I forget, I can look it up.
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Remember: Jj— = “one-in-ten-thousand” = a low-odds, high-stakes “what
if...7” — the worried, better-safe scenario. The set phrase PAP5 Jj— = “(just) in case.”

Watch out

o It flags a small chance of big trouble — for an even-odds “if,” use Y5

Topic + B3, Comment — marking “if”

Tag BJ3E onto a clause to softly mark it as a condition — “if .., (then) ..” It’s a
relaxed, spoken “if,” often paired with J5 / H & at the front.

Structure: (Y% +) Condition + FJiF, ...

{zh: f |ni|lyou / 8 |xidng|want / 2 |qu|to go / WJiE |de hualif / , F& |wo|l / BF
|péi|will go with / 4R |nilyou / . }

If you want to go, I'll come with you.

{zh: /& |blnot / F¥K [xi huanllike it / (¥4 |de hualif / g [jit]then / %I |[bié|don’t
/ 3K |mai|buy it / . }

If you don’t like it, don’t buy it.

Remember: B35 = a soft, spoken “if,” tagged on the END of the condition
(A8 ZB935 ..). Think of it as a closing bracket on the “if” — droppable, and often
paired with a front I3 / FE.

Watch out

o It marks the condition clause’s tail — it doesn’t go on the result.
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