Nouns
Ref Hskb Grammar

W — “among, in the middle of”

W means “among, in the midst of” — picking out a position within a group or
space. With a group it’s “of all ...”; it can also be physically “in the centre,” or “in the
middle of (a process).”

Structure: Group / Place / Process + 4/

{zh: 4R |nilyou / /& |shilare / F& |wO|lmy / FTA |suo youlall / A& |péng you|friends
/ 24 |dang zhong|of / #% |zui|the most / BHHEH |cong ming|clever / ] |de / . }

Of all my friends, you’re the cleverest.

{zh: fif] |ta men|them / 24+ |dang zhong|among / £ |hén duo|jmany / #f |dou
/ #& |shilare / ¥ A |Shang hai rén|Shanghainese / . }

Many of them are Shanghainese.

Remember: ¥H = “in the midst of” — of a group (“of all..”: A& 24H1), a space
(“in the centre”: FF[E]24HT), or a process (“mid-..”: RA|X4H). Tt always sits after
what it’s inside.

Watch out
o It comes after the group/place, not before: AA 24 v/, not 244 A 4.

I + 3hiAl — “each other, one another”

M (literally “that and this”) means “each other, both sides” — a slightly formal
cousin of HAH. As an object it wants a two-syllable verb; it can also stand alone.

Structure: {ifl + Verb - Verb + It

{zh: AT |wd men|we / H |zhilonly / Wi [jian guolhave met / —¥K |yi cijonce / |
It |bi cileach other / AN |buldon’t / K [tailvery / TH# |lido jié|know / . }

We’ve only met once — we don’t know each other well.

{zh: F&A] |wo men|we / Wi% |yng gailshould / {1t |bi cileach other / fF/E |xin
rén|trust / . }

We should trust each other.
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Remember: {§J}f, = “that-and-this” = each other — the formal sibling of H.
HH, with a two-syllable verb ({4, T fi#, 2iE). Bonus idiom: i It = “likewise

/ same to you.”

Watch out

o Formal register — in everyday speech H_ A is more natural.

Time / Event + PAJR — “ever since, since”

PASE marks a stretch of time running from a past point right up to now — “(ever)
since.” Tt usually opens the sentence; in formal writing it can be bracketed as H (M)

Structure: Time / Event + DAZE, ..

{zh: Z54§ |jié hun|getting married / PAZK |yi lailsince / , F&A] |[wO men|we / &
|méilhaven’t / Whid |chdo guolhad / 28 |jiala fight / . }

Since we got married, we havent had a single fight.

{zh: I |shang|starting / K=~ |da xuéluniversity / PASK |yi ldi|since / , i |ta|he /
bian|has changed / T [le / 2% |hén duola lot / . }

a2

Since starting university, he’s changed a lot.

Remember: ¥ = “from (then) up to NOW?” — a continuous run reaching
the present (Z5UFPANE, FRZFPAK). In writing, wrap it: HAM .. PA2E. Set phrases:
KIAPASR (“for ages now”), A B PASK (“since history began”).

Watch out

o It implies the period reaches the present — for a closed past span, use FJHE / A
s}

L ... BIBHME — “when, at the time of”

% ... BBHE frames when something happens — “when, at the moment that.” 24
opens it; [JHHE (or just i) closes it.

Structure: 24 + Event + MJHHME, ..

{zh: 4 |dang|when / F& |wo|l / F#| |kan daolsaw / iX |zhe|this / 5K |zhang / FH
F |zhao pian|photo / i} |shilwhen / , F& |wo|l / 3 |jit/immediately / B2 |xidng
qi|thought of / T |le / 4R |ni]you / . }

When I saw this photo, I immediately thought of you.
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{zh: 4 |dang|when / 555F |di dijmy little brother / #k |¢|is hungry / B |de shi
hou / , i |talhe / &t [jit / 2 |hui|will / K75 |da sheng|loudly / 52 |ku|ery / . }

When my little brother is hungry, he cries loudly.

Remember: 2 ... {ji}f& = a pair of brackets around “when...” (34 opens, {]
B closes). The 24 is optional but adds a formal, narrative ring; ] can shrink
to Hf.

Watch out

o Don’t leave 24 dangling without its i / B} — they work as a pair.

&1 + XA + Category — name-calling with X4~

Slot XA~ + category after a name or pronoun and it adds a wry, evaluative colour
“you, .. of a .., this so-called ...” It paints the noun with the speaker’s attitude,
fond or critical.

N

Structure: Noun / Pronoun + jiX“|> + Category

{zh: R |nilyou / XA~ |zhe ge|this / A |rén|person / Wi |a / , K |taitoo / 0> |cu
xin|careless / T |le / . }

You — you’re just too careless.

{zh: ft |talhe / X~ |zhe ge|this / Z Ul |180 shijteacher / X4 |dang / 1§ |de /| EH
|zhen|really / A4 |bu cudlgood / . }

As a teacher, he’s really rather good.

Remember: Noun + X4 + category = identification with an attitude —
PRIEA AW ... (“you — honestly!”). It’s not neutral pointing; it carries the speaker’s
feeling, affectionate or exasperated.

Watch out

e Very colloquial — #RiX4~ N, fiX/~#% 1. In neutral identification you’d just drop
the IX~.
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