Conjunctions
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

EA ... Ig (how about ...)

B Too crowded here

¢ You and a friend walk into a café, and every table is taken.

o XILAKRET, BARRMEX TR

go to the one across the road?”

— “It’s too crowded here; how about we

B FER + suggestion + g
o FR at the start of a clause offers an alternative: “how about ..., or else ..”.
o ! at the end keeps it a soft suggestion: ZEASHH R FNE.

BEARRMARFUE.

yao bu wo men ming tian zai shuo ba

Word guide: A — how about; FA] — we; BK — tomorrow; F — then; i — talk
about it.

ER: how about (a suggestion)

verb

XJILAKXZT CiRN

zhér rén tai dud le yaobu

HEWEIRE
woémen qu duimian na jia ba

too crowded here how about we go across the road

B After a problem

e THVHETN, EARNMIEHERIZENM. — “It might rain this afternoon; how
about moving the picnic indoors?”

o BN often follows a reason why the original plan doesn’t work.

BEARMEERRB ZHIE.

yao bu wo men bd yé can gai dao shi nei ba

Word guide: ZEA — how about; Ff] — we; ¥4 — the picnic; 2% — move to; BN —

indoors.
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B BER versus BAE
o EARR = “ifit weren't for”: BN ZARFEEETL, Tl

me, I'd have forgotten.”

o BEAMR = “otherwise™ i, TARKHLIRE] 7. Different from the suggestion %
A.

B ER versus B2 ... 1B

e A .. & recommends after weighing options: 42 Ak HIAZKNE.
o T .. NP tentatively offers a new idea: TEAFATARHIEKIT?
AR A H BRI

wo men hat shi zuo di tié ba
Word guide: {7 — we; ifi52 — had better; Ak — take; #i4k — the subway.

— “If you hadn’t reminded

B Recap

o ER + suggestion + I = how about ..7 (a soft new idea).
o FURNE = if it weren’t for; ZARIR = otherwise.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B ER ... B (how about ...)

0401.1 Suggest: “How about we take a taxi?” ... FATFT 4L,
0401.2 What does ZLAZARFEF, FKL5E T mean?

o A. I didn’t need your help.

o B. If you hadn’t helped me, I’d have been done for.

o C. Help me, or else.

o D. How about you help me?

0401.3 Build: “It might rain; how about moving the picnic indoors?”
Arrange all chunks: FKATHEEE / B NE., / 7JE TN / , TR
0401.4 FLAIR means “otherwise”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0401.5 You and a friend walk into a café, and every table is taken. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B A ... B (how about ...)

0401.1 A

TN + suggestion + NE.

0401.2 B. If you hadn’t helped me, I’d have been done for.

BN means “if it weren’t for”: it introduces a condition contrary to fact. A EAR
3, Fytse 7 “If you hadn’t helped me, I'd have been done for.”

0401.3 WIAEN N, ZEAFRMITIEEFEHRE AL,
Reason, then ZEA + suggestion.
0401.4 True.

True. AR (also BA) means “otherwise” i, AR E] T “Hurry up,

otherwise we’ll be late.”

0401.5 One possible response: X JLAKZ T, FAFRATEXTHALFIE,

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« BEAR = “if it weren’t for”: ZEARBFIREETR , TS T — “If you hadn’t reminded
me, I'd have forgotten.”

o BEARMR = “otherwise™: i, TARKHLIRE] T . Different from the suggestion %
A.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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