Comparing similar prepositions
Ref Hskb Grammar

vs vs — “towards, facing”

All three mark direction. Before a verb in plain directional use they’re interchange-
able ( / /). After a verb (, ), marks the destination and is the most common;
marks direction; can’t go after a verb. Only stretches to abstract aims (...).

{zh: |wéng / |qidn|forward / |zou|walk / [shi|ten / |fen zhong|minutes / . }
Walk forward for ten minutes.

{zh: |zhe ge|this / |di tié|train / |shi|is / |kai wang|bound for / |PU dong|Pudong / |j1
chang|Airport / |de / jma / 7 }

Is this train bound for Pudong Airport?

Remember: before the verb, all three tie (//); after the verb, only (desti-
nation: ) or — can’t follow a verb. And abstract “learn from / turn toward” is
alone: ...

Watch out

e is the most restricted — keep it before the verb.

vs — “towards, regarding”

Near-synonyms for “towards / regarding.” is flexible and can mark a person you act
on ( “smile at him”). is more formal, frames only a topic or object of attitude,
and can’t take a direct personal target. Rule of thumb: anywhere fits, fits too — not
the reverse.

{zh: |dui yi|regarding / |zhé ge|this / |wen ti|question / , |wo|l / |méi you|have no /
[kan fa|view / . }

As for this question, I've no opinion.
{zh: |talhe / |duilat / [wO|me / |xido|smiled / |le / . }
He smiled at me.

Remember: fits = fits — but NOT the reverse. A personal target (, “smile
at him”) needs ; only frames a topic/attitude (). When in doubt, is the safer, broader
one.

Watch out
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e Don’t put a person straight after as a target — x, v'.

vs vs — three “regarding”s
= the topic / subject matter (“about, on”); = the target of an attitude
(“towards, regarding”); = a transition to a new topic (“as for, as to”).

{zh: |guan yu|about / |zhe|this / |bén / [shu|book / , |[wo|l / |you|have / |xie / |xidng
fa|thoughts / . }

About this book, I have some thoughts.
{zh: |zhi y1|as for / [jia gé|the price / , [yl houllater / |zai / |shuo|we'll talk / . }
As for the price, we’ll discuss it later.

Remember: three jobs — = the subject (“about X”); = an attitude aimed
at X (“towards X”); = a switch to a new topic (“as for X...”). Subject /
attitude / topic-shift.

Watch out

o changes topic, it doesn’t just name one — don’t swap it in for .

vs — “for, to”

Both mean “for / to (someone).” marks the recipient of a concrete action ( “call
him”); marks the beneficiary or reason, more abstract ( “happy for him”). can’t
replace in a “hand-to / call” action.

{zh: |qing|please / |géi|to / |wO|me / |nd|pass / |yl shuang|a pair of / |kuai zi|chopsticks
/o }

Please pass me a pair of chopsticks.

{zh: |w6 men|we / |doulall / |wei|for / |ni|you / |gao xing|are happy / . }

We’re all happy for you.

Remember: = the RECIPIENT of a concrete action (hand to / call):
; = the BENEFICIARY or reason, abstract: . Something physically goes to
someone — ; you feel/act on behalf of someone — .

Watch out

o sounds off for “call him” — a concrete handover/call wants .
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