Prepositions
Ref Hskb Grammar

() — “ever since” (a starting point)

(or just ) marks a starting point in past time — “ever since.” is the
more formal of the two, and the clause often closes with or
Structure: + Starting Point , ..
{zh: |zi conglever since / 141 dao|coming to / |Hd ndn|Hunan / |
|wo|l / lyue 14i yueé|more and more /  |néng|can / |ch1 la|take spice /

le /o }
FEver since I came to Hunan, I can take more and more spice.

{zh: |zi conglever since /  |talhe /  |zou|left /  |le / lyi hou / |
|gong si|the company /  |hdo|better /  |duo / |le /. }

Fver since he left, the company’s much better.

Remember: ( ) = the START POINT (“ever since...”); = the
PERIOD running from it. (“since he left”) sets the point; ..
stresses the span up to now. is the formal one.
Watch out
o The clause often closes with /.  — , marking the start clearly.
+ Person + Predicate — “for (someone)”
(wei) marks a beneficiary — “for, on behalf of.” Keep it apart from (“in

order t0”), which marks a purpose.

Structure: + Party + Verb / Adjective
{zh: |wo men|we /  |doulall /  |weilfor /  |ni|you / |gao xinglare
happy / . }

We’re all happy for you.
{zh:  |shéi|lwho /  |weilfor /  |wO|me / |k&o lii|has thought /  |guo / ? }
Who’s ever thought of me?

Remember: + person = “for / on behalf of” (a beneficiary): ;
+ goal = “in order to” (a purpose). Person who benefits — ; aim you're
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chasing —

Watch out
. (“for you”) vs (“for money / in order to get money”) — person vs

goal.

+ Person + — “as far as ... is concerned”
frames a point of view — “for ..., as far as ... is concerned.” It’s the formal

twin of
Structure: + Person / Group + —
{zh: |zhe yang|this kind of /  |de / |gong zuoljob /  |duilfor /  |wO|me
/ |ér yan /  |hén|very / |zhong yaolimportant / . }

This kind of job is very important to me.

{zh:  |dui|for /  [ta|her / |ér yan / | |z youlfreedom /  |géng|more
/ |zhong yaolimportant / . }

For her, freedom matters even more.

Remember: .. = the formal .. (“from X’s point of view”). Save
for writing; say in conversation.

Watch out

o It’s .. , a fixed frame — the closes it, like does.

( ) .. — “including”

( ) e wraps items into a set — “including, .. counted in.” The closes

the bracket.

Structure: ( ) + Items + R — , ( ) + Items +
{zh: |bao kuolincluding /  |talhis /  |de / |mu yu|native language /
|zai nei / | |talhe / |hui|speaks /  |shuo / |s1 zhong|four / [y

van|languages / . }
Including his native language, he speaks four languages.

{zh: |shui dian fei|utilities / |zai neéi|included / |wo|my / |méi
yue|monthly / [fang zu|rent / |san gian w1|3,500 / . }

Including utilities, my rent is 3,500 a month.
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Remember: closes the “counted in” bracket — ( ) X = “with X

included.” Negate it with (“not counting...”). The is the lid on
the box.

Watch out

e The is what completes it — , not a bare

— “on the basis of, by”

introduces what one relies on or goes by — “on the basis of, by virtue of, just
because of.”
Structure: + Basis ..
{zh:  |ping|with / |zhe zhang|this /  |piao|ticket / [ké yilyou can /

jin qufgo in /o }
With this ticket you can go in.

{zh: |ping|lon what / |shén me|grounds / |woll / |yaolhave to /
[ting|listen to /  |nilyou /  |de / ? }

On what grounds do I have to listen to you?

Remember: = “going by / relying on” — (“by ticket”), (“on
merit”). And the everyday challenge ? = “says who? / on what grounds?”.
Watch out

. is confrontational — it pushes back, not a neutral “why”.

— “as for, as to”

swings to a new topic — “as for, when it comes to, as to.”
Structure: + Topic , Comment
{zh: |zhi yilas for / liia gé|the price / | |wo men|we / |y
hou|later /  |zailagain /  |tdn|discuss / . }

As for the price, we’ll discuss it later.

{zh: |woll / |tong yilagree / | |zhi ytlas for / |zén me|how /
|zuolto do it / , |tglit’s up to /  |nilyou/ |de /. }

I agree; as for how to do it, it’s up to you.
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Remember: = a clean topic-switch (“as for X...”) — it parks the last
point and turns to a fresh one. Like English “as for..”, it sits at the head of the new
topic.

Watch out

o It introduces a new topic, not a contrast — don’t use it where you mean “but”.

... — Ppassive with

A Dbefore the doer plus a  before the verb makes a colloquial passive — “(it) got
..ed (by someone).” The second  stands in for

Structure: Receiver + + Doer + + Verb Phrase

{zh:  |wolmy / |de / |dan gao|cake /  |géi|by / |di diflittle brother
/ |géi/ |chileaten / |le /. }

My cake got eaten by my little brother.
{zh: |bei zi|the cup /  |géilby /  [talhim /  |géi / |d& po|broken /

le /o }
The cup got broken by him.

Remember: the second ~ —  (doer) (verb) is a chatty passive:
(“the cake got eaten by little brother”). Casual speech only.

Watch out
o It’s colloquial — in writing use ).
e ( / ) — “as far as ... goes”
/ narrows the discussion to one aspect — “as far as .. goes, in
terms of ...”
Structure: + Aspect + / —
{zh:  |jitfin terms of / |zhi liang|quality / [1ai shuo / , |zhe gelthis

one / |géng /  |hdo|better / . }
In terms of quality, this one’s better.

{zh: |jiu|as / |mu gidn|things stand now / |ér yan / |méi you|there’s
no / |wen ti|problem / . }

As things stand now, there’s no problem.
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Remember: X / = “in terms of X” — it zooms the lens onto a

single aspect for the comment that follows ( ey ..). This

isn’t “then” — it’s “regarding”.

Watch out

o Don’t confuse this  with the time/quantity =~ — here it’s a topic-narrowing “as
regards”.

— “while, taking the chance”

grabs a favourable moment or condition — “while, taking advantage of (the
chance).”
Structure: + Situation / Opportunity ..

{zh: |chen|while / |tian qi|the weather /  |hdo|good / , wO men|we
/  |au|go / |yé can|for a picnic /  |ba / . }

While the weather’s good, let’s go for a picnic.

{zh:  |chén|while / |nidn qing|you’re young / |dud|more / |chu qu|go
out / |zou zou|and see things /  |ba / . }

While you’re young, get out and see things.

Remember: = “seize the moment / while it lasts” — grab the chance before
it’s gone. Set phrases nail the feel: (“eat while it’s hot”), (“while there’s
still time”),
Watch out

o It needs a favourable window — for a plain “when,” use
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