Comparing similar separate functions
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

M vs #i% (instead vs on the contrary)
B The opposite happened

» You took medicine for a headache, but it got worse.

BT, LERMEFET . — “After taking the medicine, my headache actually

got worse.”

B i = instead, on the contrary (adverb)

o JZJM goes after the subject, before the verb: the result is the opposite of what was
expected.

o It often follows ANMHE / AMEAR: AEBEES, RINET.
AEBRES, RMET .

ta bu dan méi sheng qi fan ér xido le
Word guide: fifi — he; NH — not only; 7% — didn’t; 4R — get angry; il — instead;
% — laughed.

&if: on the contrary

when thing link verb

A S ]| BRET
chi le yao téuténg fan'ér geng lihai le

after the medicine the headache instead got worse

B X = the opposite (adjective / linker)

o M describes opposition: = LA — “opposite opinions”; IE#f-A4H/Z — “exactly
the opposite”.

o MR, .. starts a sentence: “On the contrary, ..”: A, i, MRS,
oA MR, RS,

ta bu ldn ziang fan ta hén ni i
Word guide: fii — he; AN — not; fifi — lazy; #H/2 — on the contrary; fii — he; R — very;
%% 77 — hard-working.
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B Position decides

« Inside a clause, before the verb, use JZIM: &M EE T, not AL E T .
» Starting a new sentence with a comma, or as “opposite”, use f#H5: #H, ...; Tl

F.

B Together in a paragraph

o ROUHBLSBMES, MR, MEERMREN. - “I thought he'd be upset; on the

contrary, he looked relaxed.”
o« Or with Jzifi: FPAMAbMER, (i m AR
RTIREN.
ta fan ér hen qing song
Word guide: fii — he; JZ 1 — instead; & — very; 245 — relaxed.
B Recap
o XM = instead (adverb, after the subject, before the verb).
« MR = the opposite / on the contrary (adjective, or #{JZ, .. starting a sentence).

Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs HE vs —fE (sure / certain)

B How sure are you?

e Your friend asks if the train leaves at eight. You checked the ticket twice.

« REERNE, K—EBEREJLB|l. — “I'm sure it’s eight; you really must get

there early.”

B % = certainly, must

o —%E + verb = certainly will / must: fi—ES&%K, fR—EEL.

o ~—% = not necessarily: A —TE L

RWA—E R .

gui de bu yi ding hdo

Word guide: 5t — expensive; [t — (ones); / — not; —%E — necessarily; ¥ — good.

Hs%E: be sure (a fact) - —%&: must (a demand)

verb who

HAER/\R () —EE FRILE

wo quéding shi ba dian ni yiding yao zdo dianr dao

I'm sure it's at eight you must come early




B {54 = definitely (confident judgement)
o BE = definitely, surely: {15 E 5T — “He’s definitely forgotten.”

o It can also be an adjective / verb of affirming: ZIfi& & T KA — “The teacher
approved my idea.”

EEET .
ta ken ding wang le

Word guide: fii — he; {5 5€ — definitely; & — forgot.

B %€ = be sure, confirm (a verb)
o H5E is a verb: be sure of, confirm, fix: /RHf ENL?
E — “The time hasn’t been fixed.”

o Tfi5E does not go before another verb as “certainly”: fih—7E <3, not i E ¥
in that sense.

— “Are you sure?” H}[a]iA B

® Which word when?

o Predicting or requiring: —3& (—E %, —E2>). Guessing confidently: HiE.
o Checking or deciding: #f5E (e HR], Te AHE).

PR e ?

ni qué ding ma

Word guide: R — you; HisE — sure.

B Recap

o —f& = must / certainly (A—5E = not necessarily). B = definitely (confident
guess; also “affirm”).

o W5E = be sure / confirm / fix (a verb).
Practise this pattern step by step.

EH vs &3 (to suit vs suitable)
B Does it fit?

e You are trying on a jacket and ask your friend’s opinion.

o XHRMBEE, BHEWMAESHR. — “This jacket fits well, and the colour suits

you t00.”

B jFE& = to suit (a verb with an object)
e &G + object = suit, be suitable for: EER, &4, BEEHE.
o It needs an object: XA~ TAEAR & & Ath.

A TAERE G

zhé ge gong zuo hén shi hé ta
Word guide: X4~ — this; TAE — job; fR — very; &£ — suits; fih — him.
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Bi&: suitable (adj) - iEA: to suit (verb)

verb thing link who

X RRREE Ciges! HiES R

zhe jian yifu hén héshi yanse yé shihé ni

this fits well the colour also suits you

B A5E = suitable (an adjective)
o 38 describes something as fitting, right: K/NEiE, BEIEE, REAE.
o It takes no object: IXAEEAN K AIE — “These shoes don’t fit well.”

POMBEAR K A8 -
zhé shuang xié bu tai hé shi
Word guide: iX — these; X — (pair of); ## — shoes; AN — not very; £ — suitable.

B Object or no object?
o With an object, use &EH: EER, not FIEAR.
« Without an object, use &id&: XA} E)MR G 1E, not XA E)RE A

B 5} ... 38 and B
« To name the person with £if, use Xf: XARF VAR EidE — “very suitable for you”.
o Both can describe a noun: &i&E ) TAE / @& TAE.

RER—IEEWLIE.
wo zai zhdao yi gé hé shi de gong zuo
Word guide: F& — I; £ — am; #, — looking for; —4~ — a; & i& — suitable; T./F — job.

B Recap

e J&HBH + object = to suit (EAR). B = suitable, no object (fRE&1E).
o X ..CRU{) €& names the person; both can describe a noun.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 0 vs fHfX (instead vs on the contrary)

2901.1 Complete: “He didn’t get angry; instead he laughed.” &S, e T o
2901.2 “Our opinions are exactly the opposite.” Which fits? FAT8 2= WL 1E 4 .
o AHHR

o B. Jxif

o C.f#



o« D. Al

2901.3 Build: “After the medicine, the headache actually got worse.”
Arrange all chunks: | Sk¥& / |0l | BIFET. /2T

2901.4 FHJ2 can start a sentence followed by a comma.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2901.5 You took medicine for a headache, but it got worse. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B 5%E vs HiE vs —iE (sure / certain)

2902.1 Ask: “Are you sure?” R ........ 147

2902.2 “Expensive things aren’t necessarily good.” Which fits? $H) .
e A —EN

. B. R

o C. AHiE

e D. A —%E

2902.3 Match each sentence to its meaning.
o L R—EESE

o 1 MEELT .

L. P[] 7

o A. He’s definitely forgotten.

« B. You really must come.

e C. The time hasn’t been fixed yet.

2902.4 ZIiHE E T IV means the teacher approved my idea.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2902.5 Your friend asks if the train leaves at eight. You checked the ticket twice. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B &HA vs A& (to suit vs suitable)

2903.1 Complete: “This colour really suits you.” X PEIEAR ..o FRo
2903.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A XAIRARIE A

o B XAWERE G EIE.

o C. XAWRIAEAR.
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o D XA AR Al .

2903.3 Build: “I'm looking for a suitable job.”
Arrange all chunks: —4~ / F&fF$k / TAE. /| &EW
2903.4 Aid{R is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2903.5 You are trying on a jacket and ask your friend’s opinion. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B i vs i (instead vs on the contrary)

2901.1 % ifi

J T before the verb = instead.

2901.2 A. HIZ

As the predicate meaning “opposite”, use 5 : FATH B WL IEEAH 2. [T, #) and

18] are adverbs that need a verb after them.

2901.3 HZ T2, JJERMETET

Subject + 2 + verb phrase.

2901.4 True.

True. #J% can start a sentence, followed by a comma, to mean “on the contrary”: fili
BEA, M, AR %

2901.5 One possible response: 1727 %j, JIXNMEFET .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Inside a clause, before the verb, use JZIfM: ¥/ M T, not JFEAH L E T .
o Starting a new sentence with a comma, or as “opposite”, use fH): fH), ...; J7In]

M.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 5E vs BiE vs —&& (sure / certain)

2902.1 #fiE

Tfi5E is the verb “be sure”.

2902.2 D. F—%

AN—%E means “not necessarily”: SFA—E L. —FEA means “definitely not”, which
is a different claim, and ANHE / A5 E mean “unsure”.

2902.3 1-B: {f—E i3 .= You really must come.; 2-A: {5 E % T .= He’s definitely
forgotten.; 3-C: B[R E . = The time hasn’t been fixed yet.

—4%F = must, HE = definitely, #jE = fix / be sure.

2902.4 True.

H5E can be a verb meaning “affirm”.

2902.5 One possible response: FHiE &/ \ 5, I—EHESILE.

Check meaning and form:
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o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o B is a verb: be sure of, confirm, fix: /REfEL? — “Are you sure?” ] 35
E — “The time hasn’t been fixed.”

« ffi5€ does not go before another verb as “certainly”: fih— 5<%, not filuffi <K
in that sense.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ES vs A (to suit vs suitable)

2903.1 ;&4

With an object, &

2903.2 D. XAl fR A

XA AR A& is right: A1& is an adjective with no object. &£ is a verb and needs
one (IEHR), so & A alone is incomplete.

2903.3 ALK — DA TAE.

HiE ) + noun.

2903.4 False.

&1 takes no object; say WEEAR or XREIE.

2903.5 One possible response: XA KRR EE, BOWEREEGIR.

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« With an object, use &EH: &EEMR, not FiEM.

« Without an object, use &id&E: XAHF AR & &, not XA} A RE S

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



