Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

*xF vs XIF (about vs regarding)

B A book about it, an attitude towards it

e You write a report on a documentary about climate change and how students feel
about it.

o XR—MRTRBEMLTRS . NTEINE, REWFEAR. — “Thisis a

documentary about climate change. On this issue, opinions differ.”

B XF = about (the topic)
o RF introduces the topic or content: & [E [F S 145, T iX {45,
« As a topic at the start of a sentence: T, AP HI.

XTER, BITERER.

guan yu kdo shi ldo shi hdi méi tong zhi

Word guide: T — about; 1z, — the exam; /i — the teacher; iA — still; 3% — hasn’t;
i — announced.

*F: about (a topic) - 3F: towards (an attitude)

link thing verb

XF X AR AKWEE RE
duiyt zhége wenti dajia de kanfa bu téng
on this question people's views differ

B %}F = regarding (the target of an attitude)

o X}F introduces what a judgement or action is directed at: XfFXIRE, BB
WR. — “I'm very satisfied with this decision.”

o It can follow the subject: FXF XS %G =

MTFEARE, BRBWER.

dui yu zhe ge jué ding wo hén madn yi

Word guide: % — regarding; iX-~ — this; ¢ — decision; I — I; f§ — very; & —

satisfied.
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B The subject’s position

o J&F phrases do not go after the subject: T X5, FAHIE, not Fr T X4
FAHIE.
o X} can go either before or after the subject: XJFHh, .. / X+ ...

B Titles use XF

« A book, talk or article title takes 3T (& TFREEAZIY .

o XJF suits opinions and attitudes: XfF-2fA P8, X F3xX A4~ A) 8,
—RATIMRICE.

yi pian guan yu hudn bdo de wén zhang
Word guide: — — a; & — (measure word); & — about; P/ — the environment; 3
= — article.

HHFE LR .

B Recap

e XTF = about, introducing a topic. It often starts a topic phrase and can also occur
inside a noun phrase; the whole construction controls its position.

o X}F = regarding (target of an attitude or judgement); before or after the subject.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs M (gap from vs starting point)

B How far, and from where?

¢ A new classmate asks where you live and how you get to school.

s REBERBIL, RERMNFERE. — “My home is close to school; every day

I walk here from home.”

B B — distance from

« ABE B+ jm / ¥ / distance = how far A is from B: &R AR T

o Also for time: B i{iAH =K — “There are still three days until the exam.”
BEREE =K.

i kdo shi hdi you san tian

Word guide: B — until; Z1{g, — the exam; J£45 — there are still; =K — three days.



& distance from - M: starting from

who when where verb

¢ ST X ER
£33 (= MZE F
wo méi tian céng jia zoulu 1ai

| every day from home walk here

B M = starting point

« M + place / time = from (the starting point of movement or time): M Jt5TH
7&’2‘7 /\}\/\n\\%ﬁA

o Often with #): M Z 3|2

MEBIERE 4%

cong jia dao xué xido yao ér shi fen zhong

Word guide: M — from; € — home; 3] — to

4345 — minutes.

S ) S

2% — school; B — takes; 1 — twenty:
B Distance or starting point?

o A gap (&, i, how many km) takes B: X JLRIE, not Mix LRI
e Movement or a beginning takes M: MIiXJLiE, not X JLiE.

B One sentence, both words

- NBEIAFMRE, FAHATEENHLOMIT. — “It’s a long way from my home

to the office, because the office is far from the city centre.”
e M .. 3| .. measures a route; ¥ measures a gap.

AT BT LRI,

gong si It shi zhong xin hén yudn

Word guide: /A 7] — the office; B — from; Ti F.0» — the city centre; f§ — very; it — far.
B Recap

o B = the gap between two points (place or time): BRI, BE K=K
o M = the starting point of movement or time: M H &, M/\STTEA.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Practice without the models

B XF vs XF (about vs regarding)
2801.1 Complete: “an article about the environment” —fg ............

2801.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A FRTREAFRIE.

o B XTEfb, FAME

o C FXAFFHXTAHIE.

o D. FARTEXMAFHARIIE

2801.3 Build: “I'm very satisfied with this decision.”
Arrange all chunks: 3 / XX e / W=, /
2801.4 X}F can come after the subject.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

PR SR

2801.5 You write a report on a documentary about climate change and how students
feel about it. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B B vs M (gap from vs starting point)

2802.1 Complete: “The station is very close to here.” ZEu} ...
2802 2 “The meeting runs from nine to eleven.” Which fits? 21
TR

« AL M

« B. ¥F

o« C.

« D.&

2802.3 Build: “It takes twenty minutes from home to school.”
Arrange all chunks: — 1434k, //\)\Z?( /B B

2802.4 B HZ XA A =K uses

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

X LR
— JuRIRE

B for time.

2802.5 A new classmate asks where you live and how you get to school. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B XF vs XF (about vs regarding)

2801.1 %T

Topic and content take J7F.

2801.2 B. KT ixXffdr, FARIE.

KT iXFE, FEAHIE is right: a &F phrase (“about ..”) goes at the start, before
the subject. For an attitude such as J#72, use X instead.

2801.3 XX, MBI

XTF + target, then the attitude.

2801.4 True.

True. %fF can follow the subject: X} FiX{FF &A= L. X T cannot; it normally
starts the sentence or comes before [fJ + noun (T Il ).

2801.5 One possible response: X &K TR LR KFTX 4[5,
REWEBEEANA

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

T phrases do not go after the subject: =T iX45, FHAHNE, not T X4
FHAFNIA.

o XJTF can go either before or after the subject: X} Fh, .. / HX}F ...

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B = vs M (gap from vs starting point)
2802.1 B

A gap takes .

2802.2 A. M

A starting point paired with %] takes M (M .. F| ..). 7F marks a single point in time,
so it cannot open a span.

2802.3 MZEHZERCE 1405

M .. B ... + time needed.

2802.4 True.

% can measure the gap until an event.

2802.5 One possible response: HEBEEMRIT, FERMFEHFE.

Check meaning and form:
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¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A gap (3E, T, how many km) takes B: B5ixX JLRIE, not Mix LRI

o Movement or a beginning takes M: MiXJLiE, not Bx JLiE.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



