Basic/Simple Sentence Patterns
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

#E .. # / % (even)

B A hot stove

o A friend doesn’t know that you shouldn’t touch a hot stove.

XAE/NETFHHAGE! — “Even a small child knows that!”

%4+ X+ # /# + Verb = even X

o % X #B/W + verb = “even X”: X is the least likely case, so the statement is
strong.

— “Even he came.”

HEAARR T

o The i% phrase comes before the verb:
HEMART
lidn ta dou ldi le

Word guide: JE — even; fili — he; #F — (even); K — came.

& + person + & + verb: even ... knows

thing link verb
XD ENaF #AE
zhége lidn xido haizi dou zhidao

this even small children know

B Surprising subjects and objects
o Subject: BEMBAHEE R, — “Even the teacher doesn’t know the answer.”
« Object moved forward: % EARERETLAE.

A SR AHRAE TAE
ta lidn zhou mo dou zdi gong zuo
Word guide: fif, — he; j# — even; J& A& — at weekends; Hf —

working.

— “He works even at weekends.”

(even); fF — (is); TAF —
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B Keep #5 / #
o % needs # or t after X: FEAMERE T, not EME T .

e Choose X as the most surprising case; i + ordinary item sounds odd.

B Positive # versus negative %

o Positive: #/NZT#B4 — even a child can do it (so it’s easy).

o Negative: E—NFHASE — can’t write even one character (so it’s hopeless).
E—FHALTE.

ta lian yi ge zi dou bu hut xié

Word guide: it — he; i& — even; —4> — one; & — character; &} —
2x — (can); B — write.

(even); N — can’t;

B Recap

o & X # / W + Verb = even X ..; X is the most surprising case.
o Keep #F / t; negative forms mean “not even”.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + #f (every)

B Anywhere is fine

e Your friend asks where you want to eat. You are hungry and not fussy.

o BILAAT, HRomi.

B Question word + # = every-, any-

o YEH (everyone), fFAHR (everything), ¥WF JLER (everywhere), f+4 BHEHR (any
time), BAHP (however).

o The QW goes before #f and the verb.

ft-2 84

ta shén me dou hui
Word guide: i — he; f{+4 — anything; & — all; & — can do.

— “Anywhere is fine; you choose.”

HE) L& ...: anywhere is ...

question word verb

W)L #B17 fIRi%EnE
nar dou xing ni xuan ba
anywhere is fine you choose




B Negatives: no one, nothing

o RA-AEAAIE, — “I don’t want to eat anything.”
o BABBAD]. — “Ican’t find it no matter how I look.”

REQIERAEZ,

wo zén me dou zhdo bu ddo
Word guide: 3k — I; /E4 — however; # — (still); $& — look; AN — (can’t); #| — find.
B QW first

o A AHRNZ, not FHZA 2 FR: the QW moves before #f.
« With a noun: M4~ / fI+4 + noun + #f: A4 A Iz,

B Versus A% + QW

e QW + #B is short and spoken: #EHRT] PAZE.

o AN 4+ QW, #b ... spells out the condition: ANEFHESR, FoELU.
NEYR, REPKIE.

bu gudn shéi ldi wo dou huan ying

Word guide: A4 — no matter; ¥ — who; & — comes; & — I; #f — (all); Wl —
welcome.

B Recap

« QW + # + verb = every- / any-; with & / % = no- / nothing.

o QW before #f; A% + QW is the longer form.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AR BB N (N times)

B Three times as big

» You compare your new flat with the tiny room you rented before.

. MERETFREUHIFR=4%. — “My place now is three times the size of my old one.”

B AEBBNM=AIis N times B
« A R B Nff=AisN times (as big / many as) B.
o i is a measure of multiples: Wy, =%, T1%.

AR DRI .

zhé ge chéng shi de rén kou shi nd ge de lidng béi
Word guide: %X~ — this; X7 — city; A0 — population; 5& — is; HF4~ — that; F —
two; % — times.
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AZBH ... f&: ... times as much

thing link number

WENEF LAY =f&

xianzai de fangzi shi yigian de san bei

the house now is, of the old one, three times

"+ %/ ¥+ N
« A It B £—f% = A is one time more than B, i.e. double.

o MBI T —f%. — “The price has doubled.” 31 7 N f% counts the increase on
top of the original.
SEREEWEFELZ—F.
Jin nidn de xué sheng bi qu nidn duo yi béi
Word guide: 44F — this year; 2#4: — students; H, — than; &4F — last year; £ — more;
—f¥% — one time.

B “Js N times” versus “N times more”
o & .. WA = twice as much (x2), and so is [ .. Z—£%. In careful usage, I ..
Z Wit = x3.

o f#% is for increases; for “half as much”, use —2¢: A 2 B f—2E.

B £ versus K

o f% = times as much (multiples).

o K = times (occasions): F&Z4d =K — “I've been three times.”
RET=K.

wo qu guo $an ci

Word guide: F, — I; & — go; 1 — (experience); =¥k — three times.

B Recap
e« A B BH N =AisNtimes B; A it B £—f% = double.
o “Half as much” = —2§; occasions are counted with ¥X.

Practise this pattern step by step.



—E + 1/ #, + R (not at all)

B A boring horror film

o A friend asks if the horror film was scary. You thought it was boring.

o —RJUBEARTIE. — “It wasn’t scary at all.”

gL+ /H+ A/ &+ Adj / Verb
o —EJLWA + Adj = “not .. at all”: — LAY,
o« With verbs: — LA E, —ri LS.

SR —RILIARE
Jin tian yi dianr yé bu léng
Word guide: 4>k — today; — & JL — a bit; 4, — even; /N — not; ¥ — cold.

—RJLEA L.

—=)LBA: not ... at all

link not

—=) L GINIE!
yidianr yé bu képa
not ... in the least scary

B Strong denial

e B—EJIHAER. — “I'm not tired in the slightest.”
o fh—EILBER, BRIFALER., — “He hasn’t changed at all; he still looks so
young.”
f— LB
ta yi dianr yé méi bian
Word guide: fit — he; —p5JL — a bit; # — even; % — hasn’t; 4% — changed.

B Order and the negative

o Put —& JL before AN / #: — & JLEAE, not A—p5 L.
o It needs a negative; — i JLH1% is wrong. “A bit cold” is 4 & JLi%.

B —H LA versus BEJL and Ak
o HEJL¥E = a bit cold; AN K¥ = not very cold.
o — i JLtEAYS = not cold at all (the strongest).
HSRAKRE .
Jin tian bu tai léng
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Word guide: 4K — today; A — not very; & — cold.

B Recap

o —&JL + H/# + A/B + Adj/Verb = not ... at all.
o Needs a negative; scale: ALK — — i JLILA (strongest).
Practise this pattern step by step.

AHiE + embedded choice + ¥ (unsure what is best)
® Which present?

e It’s your mother’s birthday tomorrow and you still haven’t chosen a gift.

o BAHE R AIF. — “I don’t know what would be best to give.”

® RHGE + Verb + QW + #F

o AHHE + verb + question word + #F = “don’t know what / which / how it
would be best to ...”.

o #f at the end means “would be good, best”: AHIiE LA
RAFIELFA T

wo bu zhi dao mdi nd ge hdo

Word guide: & — I, A~ — don’t; HIiE — know; 3£ — buy; B~ — which one; & — (is
best).

Verb + +4%F: what would be best to ...

who not question word
£33 VI Xt AlF
wo bu zhidao song shénme hao

| don't know what to give

B Choices between options

o BRAFEENTIFERE LB
Beijing or Shanghai.”

o ARHEEL2IMF. — “He didn't know what to do.”

A FIE B AT«

ta bu zhi dao zén me ban hdo

Word guide: fifi — he; A — didn’t; H1i& — know; /E4 — how; Jp — to handle it; #f —

(best).

— “I don’t know whether it’s better to go to



B A statement, not a question

e The question word is embedded, so there is no question mark: ANHIE L 44

o U goes at the end of the embedded choice, not after HliE: ANHIE LA AL, not
ANHB A4

B Asking for advice

o Turn it into a question with #Ri: /RERIZEFAEE? — “Which do you think I
should buy?”

« Or with ;I SR ?
PRI T RAIF?

ni shuo wo mdi nd ge hdo
Word guide: i — you; i, — say; & — I; 3£ — buy; M4~ — which one; ¥ — (is best).
B Recap

o AHLE + Verb + QW + #f = don’t know what / which / how is best.

e #f closes the embedded choice; ask advice with R ... &7

Practise this pattern step by step.

Xt ... L (for / as far as ...

B For me, it’s hard

e Your classmate finds Chinese tones easy, but you don’t.

o« MRRVL, FERME.

B %} + person + ¥}, .. = for, as far as ...
o X X i} gives the point of view from which something is judged.

is concerned)

— “For me, tones are hard.”

is concerned

o It usually starts the sentence, followed by a comma.

SHEKVEL, PR

dut wo ldi shuo sheng diao hén ndn

Word guide: Xf — for; & — me; K — (as far as ... goes); A i — tones; fR — very; X
— hard.

%t ... i: for ..., as far as ... is concerned

link thing verb

POES 2t =i 1R
dui wo Iai shuo shéngdiao hén nan
for me tones are hard
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B Groups and things too

o NP, BHEJEEZE., — “For students, time is the most important thing.”
o MHXANIRTTRYE, MIFMBEE. — “Tourism is very important for this city.”

SR, B HREE.

dui xué sheng ldi shuo shi jian zui zhong ydo

Word guide: Xf — for; 24 — students; i — (as far as .. goes); H}[E] — time; fx —
most; FEFE — important.

B Keep all three parts

o Use the full frame % ... i K VE, not XFF UL (that means “said to me”).
o The judgement follows: XL, XA E ).

B %} ... kP versus FE ... BFK

o T .. 3B = how it affects or matters to someone: XF¢ iR Y.

o TE .. HF = someone’s opinion: TEHFF, XPIEAL.
ERER, XNDPERHF.

zai wo kan ldi zhé ge ban fa bu hdo

Word guide: £ — in; 3 — my; F 3R — view; iX-|~ — this; Jp3E — method; A — not; &F
— good.

B Recap

o X} X ¥, ... = for X / as far as X is concerned.

o Keep Kt (5F Ut = said to me); 7 .. & = in someone’s opinion.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

£ . H /W (even)

2401.1 Complete: “Even my grandma uses WeChat.” ......... FIWES IS
2401.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A BIERAREIE.

o B EZIIEARIE.

o C. HEBINAHIE.

o D. EWEIIAIE,

2401.3 Build: “He works even at weekends.”

Arrange all chunks: TAE. / #HE / A / ERIR

2401.4 £/ % T#l 4> suggests the task is easy.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2401.5 A friend doesn’t know that you shouldn’t touch a hot stove. Close the exam-



ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Question Word + #f (every)
2402.1 Complete: “He can do anything” fili ......... #i<x.
2402.2 Which says “Every dish is delicious”?

o A SEAAEREFZ .

 B. #2300z,

o C. &FIZA 23580

o D AHASHEFIZ

2402.3 Build: “I can’t find it no matter how I look.”
Arrange all chunks: # / & / A%, / E4HR
2402.4 YEHRA] PAF means “Anyone can come.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2402.5 Your friend asks where you want to eat. You are hungry and not fussy. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ARB/NME (N times)

2403.1 Complete: “Her salary is twice his.” #ihf T2 MM oo
2403.2 B has 10 books. A [ B £—f%" — how many does A have?

e A 11

e« B.5

« C.20

« D. 30

2403.3 Build: “This city’s population is twice that city’s.”
Arrange all chunks: £, / EAKATRATT / B/ RIBA0
2403.4 FX FE1L =4% means “I've been three times.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2403.5 You compare your new flat with the tiny room you rented before. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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" —H 4+ /& + R (not at all)
2404.1 Complete: “This isn’t expensive at all” XA—E )L covve A5
2404.2 Which is the strongest denial?

o A SULEARNE.

o B. HiHES

o C. AR

« D. A RJLKE.

2404.3 Build: “He hasn’t changed at all.”
Arrange all chunks: % / il / —& )L / ZE.
2404.4 — /5 )L 7% means “a little cold”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2404.5 A friend asks if the horror film was scary. You thought it was boring. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B R4iE + embedded choice + #f (unsure what is best)
2405.1 Complete: “I don’t know what to say” FAHEVLT A o
2405.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AL RAFNIB FLLFIEAS

o B. IAHE LKA

o C. GFFRAHITE MR .

o D. WAFIEFLWFALT

2405.3 Build: “He didn’t know what to do.”

Arrange all chunks: #f-. / EAJp / ANELE /b

2405.4 YR F LA ? asks someone for advice.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2405.5 It’s your mother’s birthday tomorrow and you still haven’t chosen a gift. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B 3 ... kYL (for / as far as
2406.1 Complete: “For me, this isn’t a problem.” XfF ..., XASZ [,
2406.2 What does %31 mean?

e A. In his opinion

... is concerned)

o B. As far as I'm concerned

o C. He said to me

e D. For him, I ..

2406.3 Build: “For students, time is the most important thing.”
Arrange all chunks: FE%, [/ X242k /. / BYE]

2406.4 7F3FE K introduces an opinion.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2406.5 Your classmate finds Chinese tones easy, but you don’t. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

W3 .. % / H# (even)
2401.1 &

7E X #F = even X.

2401.2 B. EZITHAKINE .

HEZIT W AEIE is right: & + X + {3/#B + verb. Leaving out #3,/#p is wrong, and
% must come directly before ZIif.

2401.3 {1 3% JH ARHAE TAE.

Subject + i# X + #} + verb.

2401.4 True.

If even a child can, it must be easy.

2401.5 One possible response: XA4~i%E/N% T-HRFIE !

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % needs # or th after X: EAWERE T, not EME T .

o Choose X as the most surprising case; # + ordinary item sounds odd.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Question Word + #f (every)
2402.1 {14

fI-4, + #B = everything / anything.
2402.2 D. fH23H Iz .

Question word + noun + #f means “every”: fi-4EESUFIZ “Every dish is delicious.”
4, must come directly before the noun, and #[ before the predicate.

2402.3 F/E2HEL AT,
/B2 + #F + potential complement.
2402.4 True.

True. A question word before #§ means “any / every”: #E#FR] DA “Anyone can
come.”

2402.5 One possible response: W JLEN T, RIEIE.

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.



o R 2LHRNZ, not FNZAH2#ER: the QW moves before #f.
« With a noun: B4~ / 4 + noun + #B: -4 AR ITIZ.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ARB/NME (N times)

2403.1 %

AJZE BN FE

2403.2 C. 20

One time more = double = 20.

2403.3 XTI AR B PR .

A JE B N £

2403.4 False.

False. 5 means “times” as a multiple (=% “three times as much”). Occasions are
counted with ¥K: F&Z13 = “I've been three times.”

2403.5 One possible response: YE T2 AR =4%.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o J& .. % = twice as much (x2), and so is H .. Z—f%. In careful usage, H ...
ZWifl = x3.

o % is for increases; for “half as much”, use —4: A 2 B f—2f.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B E 4+ W/ + AR (not at all)
2404.1 th

— L/ + A

2404.2 A. — 5 LAHE.

— S JLEA + adjective is the strongest denial:
AKME is only “not very difficult”.

2404.3 fih— S L E AR
— 5L + W + verb.
2404.4 False.

— L AHE “not difficult at all”.
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— 15 )L needs a negative; “a bit cold” is A pi JLi%.
2404.5 One possible response: — & JLHAT .

N

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put — 5 JLH before /R / ¥ — S LAY, not A— i JLI2.

— LB is wrong. “A bit cold” is A 5 L.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

o It needs a negative;

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B RHE + embedded choice + #f (unsure what is best)

2405.1 I

RNHITE + verb + QW + #F-.

2405.2 D. FAHGE KA

FRANFNTE KW s right: 4 closes the embedded choice “which one would be best

to buy”, so it goes at the end.

2405.3 fAHIE B AIEF .

AHGE + B2y + .

2405.4 True.

YRVE ... #F? turns the dilemma into a question.

2405.5 One possible response: FHAHIEEF AT .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

» The question word is embedded, so there is no question mark: ANFIE L 44

o #F goes at the end of the embedded choice, not after HIiE: AHIE VLT 4, not
ANHE LU 4.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



B 3 ... kP (for / as far as ... is concerned)
2406.1 Fik
X X R
2406.2 C. He said to me
Without i, X} + person + Ji = say to.
2406.3 XA kUL, IR AR E L
ST X 3k, then the judgement.
2406.4 True.
L ... HF = in someone’s view.
2406.5 One possible response: XJF ki, FEIRIRMYE.
Check meaning and form:
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Use the full frame X} ... Kii: XKD, not XU (that means “said to me”).
e The judgement follows: X3 Pd, XA 2 A .
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn




