Sentence Patterns
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

#E ... & ... A / ¥ (not even)

B A day with no break

e You were so busy at work that you didn’t have a single break.

o BAORITABE—DKEEE. — “I was so busy today I didn’t even have a sip of

water.”

"E+X+#/ B+A/ &+ Verb

o 7 X #B/W + negative = “not even X”: X is the smallest or easiest thing, and
still it didn’t happen.

« X moves before the verb: A4 FHAFIIE.
RIEMH 2 FERARGE .-

wo lian ta de ming zi dou bu zhi dao
Word guide: F — I; 7% — even; fili — his; 45 — name; # — (even); AN — don’t; HliE —
know.

% ... # /0 even

verb link not

STNIKE E—OK #B %
wo jintian mang de lidn yi kdu shuf dou méi hé

| was so busy today even a sip of water | didn't drink

B The minimum didn’t happen

o fE—NFEEE. - “He didn’t write a single character.”

o XAMHRKE, MEFIEEMRIZ T . — “Such an easy question, and he handed
it in without even looking at it.”

fbE—FEEE .

ta lian yi ge zi dou méi wié

Word guide: fti — he; % — even; —-~ — one; % — character; & — (even); 7% — didn’t;

‘5 — write.
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B X before the verb
o The % phrase comes before the verb: EIRERENZ, not YENZIER.
o« Keep #B / t: #K¥ENM is incomplete; say FEKERBLNE.

B & + Verb + # + ¥ + Verb

o The same verb can repeat: fBZEAFEEMENT . — “He agreed without even
thinking.”
e This shows how little effort or care was taken.

AR R LT

ta lidn xidng dou méi xidang jiu da ying le

Word guide: ffi — he; 7% — even; A — think; & — (even); % — didn’t; 8 — think; 5 —
then; Z5 5. — agreed.

B Recap

« EXH /W + A/ & + Verb = not even X.

o X goes before the verb; keep #f / . JEAANEAE = without even thinking.

Practise this pattern step by step.

K ... MW ... (for the sake of)

B Working for a dream

» Your cousin works two jobs to save for university.

o AT ERFEMBHINE. — “He works hard in order to go to university.”

B 5 (T) + goal + Tij + action
« % (T7) A M B = “do B for the sake of A”: a formal way to link a purpose with

an action.
e [ links the purpose to the verb that follows: NI a5} — “strive for an ideal”.

RA AT A}
wo men wet Ii xidng ér fén dou

Word guide: A7 — we; & — for; #{AEH — our ideals; 1fi] — (and); &7} — strive.

AT ... T ...: for the sake of

who link verb

ftt AT LEXF mm BHIE
ta weile shang daxué ér nuli gongzuo

he to go to university (so) works hard




B Feelings caused by something Word guide: f&fi] — any; A\ — person; & — (all); BJPA — can; il — take part.
e K + cause + Jij + feeling: KFEH A BRI E . — “Everyone was happy

about his success.”

o REJ/NEMAESR. — “Don’t get angry over small things.”

REHER A B T 5% o

da jia dou weéi ta de chéng gong ér gao xing =1 1E{mTR) &R IR >
Word guide: K Z — everyone; # — all; 2y — about; fifi — his; JifiE) — success; [ —

F ..., & ...:any ...

verb link

. you renhé wenti dou kéyi wen wo
(and)’ l%}\é - happy have any question you can ask me
® Formal, and 3} is wei
o In this pattern # is read wei (“for”); it is written or formal speech. In chat, 7T

., 3 ... is enough.
e il does not mean “but” here; it links the purpose or cause to the action. B Total statements
B .. )0 ... versus T . iﬁﬁgﬁﬁgg@aé%’% t tell ;z/nyone. )
X . Al IRMEEARER 7 o — “You can call me any time.”

o NT + goal, clause: ST K%, %% )7 TAE — the everyday form. s y

e A .. 1M .. puts the goal and action in one tight phrase, common in speeches and A %%ﬁﬁmA° o
wo b hut gao su ren hé rén

slogans.
Word guide: & — I; A — won’t; £ — (will); &5 — tell; {F4a] — any; A — person.
RT ER%, %A, A
wéi le shang dad zué ta ni li gong zuo B Add #f as a subject

Word guide: ST — in order to; = — go to; J&% — university; filfi — he; %% 7 — hard; « As a subject, fEfil + noun needs b / 1 fEfa AEBELE, not (Ffa A HIE.

LA~ works. o fTfi] goes before a noun only; it does not stand alone: {&ff] A, not just {&-fd].
B Recap
L n] versus question word +
« 3 (7) A i B = do B for the sake of A; i + cause + Jif + feeling = feel ... L2l . q X . # .
Sbout. o Spoken: EHBH DA — “Anyone can come.

« Formal: 3 = wai: i links, it is not “but”. o AEAAT AHRR] PASK says the same in a more formal way.
PEHRRT DA .

shéi dou ke yi ldi

Word guide: i — anyone; #B — (all); AP — can; 3 — come.

Practise this pattern step by step.

£ + Noun + #§ / # (any)

B R
B Any questions? ecap

o At the end of the lesson your teacher wants to be sure everyone understood. * EE{% + noun +d%1‘ / ‘Eﬁb_ any%;.. at gl; ‘I%e%%at.l‘/eh: no k at all: 1
. A, BAUAER. - “If you have any questions at all, you can ask me.” « Needs a noun and, as a subject, # / 1. EHE is the spoken equivalent.

Practise this pattern step by step.
" fEf + Noun + #§ /

o fEfil 4+ noun = “any (at all)”; #{ or ., usually follows: {F{a] AHf ] PAZN. BE ... A / X .. (both ... and )
o In the negative: {Bfa] NERAFIE / B4 LA [ — “nobody / no ... at all”.

B Good-looking and practical
AEFAAZBE AS N e You are recommending a backpack to a friend.

rén hé rén dou ke yi can jia o XMEBEIFENLER. — “This bag is both good-looking and practical.”
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BPEANX/HB=>both AandB

« B A X B joins two qualities or actions of the same subject; X / Hf introduces
the second.

o It sounds a little more formal and balanced than X .. ¥ ...

iR LR

ta ji cong ming you nu li

Word guide: fi — she; BE — both; BiH — clever; ¥ — and; %% J7 — hard-working.

BE ... X ....both ... and ...

thing verb
S IO
XN E PR E XA
zhege bao ji haokan you shiyong
this bag is both nice-looking and practical

B Two roles or two actions

o fBEEREN, HRIEK. — “Heis both a teacher and a writer.”
o« BMEEZES, WEKRE. — “We need both to study and to rest.”

BRIMNEEFES, WBEHKE.

wo men ji yao Tué i Yyé yao Tiu Ti

Word guide: AT — we; BE — both; 3 — need to; %> — study; 1 — also; & — need
to; /R B, — rest.

B Same subject, same direction

o Both parts belong to one subject: fiiff .. X .., not fff .., Hh™ ...
o The two qualities should fit together (both good, both bad); for a contrast use {H

|=]
TE -

mPE .. Y . versus AMH ... WH ..

o £ .. X .. gives two qualities equal weight.

e /ANH .. 1M H. .. builds up: the second point is stronger: AMEfEE, 1M HEERL.
MAGEE, TWHRERE.

bt dan pidn yi ér qié zhi liang hén hdo
Word guide: AH — not only; f#‘H — cheap; 1fif H. — but also; i — quality; R — very;
¥ — good.
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B Recap
« B A X /1 B = both A and B (same subject, equal weight).
e /AMH .. T H. .. builds up to a stronger second point.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Place + £/ F / B / 331 (location)

B Where did I put it?

e You can’t find your keys and your roommate helps you look.

« HARFERTLE, FHFEEE. - “The keys are on the table, and the phone is in
the bag”

B+ place+ F/F /B /FHR

« ¥£ + noun + location word = on / under / in / beside: YE5£7 I, ¥EIRF, 7
WHL, FE] 5510
e Most ordinary nouns need the location word: 7E& T I, not fE5H T

WTERT .
mao zai chudng zid
Word guide: Jfi — the cat; ¥F — is; JK — the bed; ' — under.

Thing + 7£ + place: where it is

thing where

THRE ERFLE FAl fedaks

yaoshi zai zhuozi shang shoujt zai bao li

the keys are on the table the phone is in the bag

B Doing something somewhere

o Before a verb: MEEBIEEFEFH. — “He’s reading in the library.”
o After a verb: BEHERFE. — “Put the book on the table.”

EHBAERT Lo

ba shu fang zdi zhuo zi shang
Word guide: 45 — the book; j{t — put; 7F — on; 5 — the table; [ — (on).



B When to drop the location word

o Ordinary objects need it: ZE4563 B, not ZEF54.
o Place names and places that are already locations do not: FEJLET, ZE2FHKL, not 7
e .

®m |/ B /¥ for abstract places

o TEHM I/ #EM I = on TV / online; 7ER 4K I = in the newspaper.

o TE.L>H = in one’s heart; FEAEVEH = in life. Fixed phrases are worth learning as
chunks.

RAEM_E3EH) .

wo zai wang shang mai de

Word guide: ¥, — I; £ — on; M_I= — the internet; 3£ — bought.

B Recap

e« ¥£ + noun + E/TF/B/3# = on/under/in/beside; ordinary nouns need the

location word.
o Place names do not (#£dti2). Fixed phrases: 7EM I, ZEIRAE [, ZEAETE .
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

BE LH ... A/ & (not even)

2301.1 Complete: “He doesn’t even know my name.” ftfi .......... FHZ FEAFIE .
2301.2 Which sentence is correct?

AL Az R

B. ft i A%z .

C. BEABHRAILIZ o

D. 3% HRERIZ .

2301.3 Build: “He agreed without even thinking.”

Arrange all chunks: 3t / #3%AH / MM / BN T .

2301.4 fihiE—FHIXE means he wrote a lot.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2301.5 You were so busy at work that you didn’t have a single break. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B % ... T ... (for the sake of)
2302.1 Complete (formal): “Strive for your dreams.” “HZ4H ... &5},
2302.2 In ANFE R/ AR, what does 1 do?

e A. means “but”

o B. links the cause to the feeling
o (. asks a question

e D. means “and then later”

2302.3 Build: “Everyone was happy about his success.”
Arrange all chunks: KZEHR / mi2%. /W / AR )
2302.4 N7 .., .

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

is the more everyday form.

2302.5 Your cousin works two jobs to save for university. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

" £ + Noun + #f / # (any)

2303.1 Complete: “Anyone can take part. ....... A& PAZN.
2303.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AL NEAHERAE X {2

o B AR AERHLE X 5.

o C.ARATER NHIE XA

o D. B AFEE .

2303.3 Build: “I won’t tell anyone.”

Arrange all chunks: A&k / &/ Ao /AR

2303.4 #EER AT PASE is a spoken way to say (L] AR AT PAK.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2303.5 At the end of the lesson your teacher wants to be sure everyone understood.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

mpE ../ X .. (both .. and ...)
2304.1 Complete: “This dish is both cheap and tasty” XEBEEE ... TF
2304.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AL fRER U

S



o B. At B SOE .

o C. BEfte E .

o D.fbBErm, 3.

2304.3 Build: “He is both a teacher and a writer.”

Arrange all chunks: MBE2ZIT / 2/, / 1ER.

2304.4 A{H .. [ H. .. usually makes the second point stronger.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2304.5 You are recommending a backpack to a friend. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ¥£ + Place + k. / F / B / 33 (location)
2305.1 Complete: “The phone is in the bag” FHIEAL oo
2305.2 Which is correct?

o A flAERAE TAE.

o B AR T ILAE.

o C.AbEd B TAE.

o D. eI TAE.

2305.3 Build: “Put the book on the table.”
Arrange all chunks: . / ¥ / 8H / iHE
2305.4 ¥£M_F means “online”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2305.5 You can’t find your keys and your roommate helps you look. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

BE H ... A/ & (not even)

2301.1 %

i X #B + negative = not even X.

2301.2 D. fliE R ARELIZ o

b 7 AR ERIENZ is right: & + X 4+ #F/W + % + verb. Without #F the sentence is

incomplete, and % must come right before the item it stresses.

2301.3 il EAERE AT Y. T

A+ V+EE A+ V4

2301.4 False.

He didn’t write a single character.

2301.5 One possible response: 4 KT 5% — KA

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The i% phrase comes before the verb: ZEIRENNZ, not PNZZER.

« Keep #f / t: #EIKEME is incomplete; say JFE/KHRIE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B % ... T ... (for the sake of)

2302.1 1M

> A 1 B links the purpose and the action.
2302.2 B. links the cause to the feeling

In 3} + cause + 1 + verb, 1M links the cause to the reaction: ANZE-A/NEREIAESR
“Don’t get angry over small things.” It does not mean “but” here.

2302.3 RGHS AR LT 2%

> + cause + fi] + feeling.

2302.4 True.

True. H7T .., ..

and written.

2302.5 One possible response: {2 T _F RS 5 TAE.

Check meaning and form:

is the everyday way to state a purpose. >} .. Tl ... is more formal

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.



o In this pattern 4 is read wei (“for”); it is written or formal speech. In chat, 5T
., 3% ... is enough.

e M does not mean “but” here; it links the purpose or cause to the action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B (£ff] + Noun + #B / ik (any)
2303.1 fF:Ai]

fF47] + noun + #E.

2303.2 B. {EAi] AHPHITE X (5

ARA0] NABHNIE X {42 is right: fF{f] + noun as the subject needs #[ before the verb,
and {Efi] always comes before its noun.

2303.3 AL IFMEMTA.

Negative verb + {F{a] 4+ noun.

2303.4 True.

QW + #B is the spoken equivalent.

2303.5 One possible response: 1] a1, Hfw] DA T .

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o As a subject, {T{1] + noun needs & / : LA AEHIE, not ATAa] AJHIIA.

o [T goes before a noun only; it does not stand alone: {&fi] A, not just {£-fd].
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ../ X.. (both .. and ..)
2304.1 X

M A X B (BE A L B is also correct).
2304.2 A. fih [ U,

i B 2 S s right: BE A X B describes one subject, with both words after it. A
second subject (#if}) breaks the pattern.

2304.3 flPE 2 &, WEIEXK.
2304.4 True.
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It builds up; B .. X .. gives equal weight.

2304.5 One possible response: X MIPEIFE XL .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Both parts belong to one subject: filili .. X .., not flE .., HX ...

o The two qualities should fit together (both good, both bad); for a contrast use {H
A

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

® ¥t + Place + k£ / F / B / 31 (location)
2305.1 H

J£ + noun + B = in.

2305.2 D. flifEdbnt TAE.

Place names take no location word.

2305.3 fEAHAE R T Lo

Verb + ¥F + noun + L.

2305.4 True.

It is a fixed abstract location.

2305.5 One possible response: $EHE T F, FHAEME,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Ordinary objects need it: ZEF5t3 B, not ZEF514.

o Place names and places that are already locations do not: FEJLET, ZE2FHKL, not 7
Jemt .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



