Conditional Statements
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

HBE ¥ .. — “as long as”

HE . 3 ... gives a sufficient condition — “as long as A, then B.” A on its own is
enough to guarantee B (even if it isn’t the only route there).

Structure: HZ + Condition , A + Result

{zh: HZ |zhi yaolas long as / R |nilyou / %77 |nt lilhard / 23] |xué xi|study /
Bt |jivjthen / £ |hui|will / A |you|make / #25 [jin bu|progress / . }

As long as you study hard, you’ll make progress.

{zh: H B |zhi yao|whenever / N[ |xia yulit rains / , fif [ta|she / g [jin|then / .
1 |xin qing|mood / A4 |bu hdolbad / . }

Whenever it rains, she’s in a bad mood.

Remember: lock the pairs: RE ... g ... = “enough — then” (sufficient); H

H .. F .. = “the only way — then” (necessary). HZ reaches for g, Hf
reaches for 7.
Watch out

o Swapping #f for 7 quietly turns “as long as” into “only if” — mind the partner.

BIE .. & ... / /W ... — “unless”

B&dE means “unless.” Two common frames: Result, &3 + Condition (“won’t X
unless Y”), and g3 X, A Y (“only if X, then Y”). It often partners 5] / BEAIK
(“otherwise”). All the weight falls on the one needed condition.

Structure: Result , &JF + Condition - [&JF + Condition , 74 + Result

{zh: & |wo|l / A |bulwon’t / % |qulgo / , F&dE |chu feijunless / 4R |ni|you / i
|yéltoo / Z [aulgo / .« }

I won’t go unless you go too.

{zh: B9F |chu feijonly if / ZZ#g [1d0 ban|the boss / 45 |géi|gives / F& |wo|me / fFH;
jia xm|a raise / , F& |wO|l / A |céi|then / £ |hui|will / B % |lit xia l4i|stay / . }

Only if the boss gives me a raise will I stay.
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Remember: BJE = “the one exception that changes things” [§&JfF .. 4 .. =
“only if ... then”; [&3E .. /5] .. = “unless ..., otherwise ...” It’s a close kin of Hf ...
A ..., both spotlighting the single needed condition.

Watch out

o [%&9E .. A and &I ... 75 W) point opposite ways — 4" leads to the good result, 75
] to the bad alternative.
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