Complements
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Verb + #3¥ (in terms of doing it)

B Easy to use?

o A friend asks what you think of your new phone after a week.

o XAFHHERMBGME. — “This phone is very convenient to use.”

® Verb + #@3% + comment = when you do it

e Verb + #¥ = “when it comes to doing it, in the doing”: the comment judges
the experience.

o LRSS, M ME — “Easier said than done.”
DRRES, MoK,

shuo qi lai rong yi zuo qi lai ndn
Word guide: ji, - say; #2k — (in doing); %5 — easy; il — do; #E#K — (in doing); X
— hard.

Verb + #23k: when you do it, ...

thing link verb
XANFA FREER BHfE
zhége shouji yong qilai hén fangbian
this phone in use is convenient

B Senses and experience

o XAFKIZERA RILP. — “This dish tastes a bit spicy.”
o XEHWIHERMBEAE. — “This song sounds familiar.”

XEHRITER B

zhé shou ge ting qv lai hén shi xi

Word guide: X — this; 7 — (measure word); &K — song; Wy — listen; g2k — (when); fR
— very; & — familiar.
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B The thing judged comes first

o Put what you are judging first: XA E5ERMBA E A, not FEECEXABBEAE
J& in most speech.

il

o 3% here does not mean “get up” or “start”; it marks the experience of doing.

B Three uses of @}k
o Judging: AR . Starting: filse THEFK — “He started laughing.”

o Upward movement: ¥4 — “stand up”. Context and the following comment tell
you which.

R TR

ta wido le qi lai

Word guide: i — he; %€ — laugh; #% — (start).

B Recap

e Thing + Verb + &3 + comment = it is .. to do: EFZHE, JiEKES.
o Other >k start (523R), upward (lER).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Direction complement 3} / % (HSK 4)

B Bring it in, take it out

¢ You ask your brother to carry the shopping bags from the car into the kitchen.

o MERPEHERIME, — “Bring the things in.”

B Verb + direction + 3 / &

e Verb + F/TF/8t/H/Ml/i3/E + F/FK shows how an action moves: EFHHE,
E 2, IR, k.

o 3 = towards the speaker; 2 = away from the speaker.

NBZEEEHRT .

ta cong jiao shi li zou chu lai le

Word guide: i — he; M — out of; = — the classroom; H — (inside); & — walk; H

3¢ — come out.



Verb + #3k / HZ: direction of the movement

thing verb where
= S
HBxRE = yeiz ULt
ba dongxi na jinlai ba
the things carry in (here)

B Where the place and object go

« A place goes before 3¢ /7 MiFEFHBERT . — “He walked into the classroom.”

« A thing can go before /7 or after the whole complement: £ H—AR45HK / &
R —A A

fi g i — A3k .

ta nd chu yi ben shu ldi

Word guide: i — he; £ — took; H} — out; — — a; A< — (measure word); 45 — book; 3k

— (towards me).

B Place before ¥ / %

o EMFER, not FEHERHE: a place never follows 3K / £
o Pick 3E or % by where the speaker is: inside the room — #3; outside — #f2.

B Abstract meanings
o FHFEE = remember: FAHFE R T ! — “I've remembered!”
o EFHE = make out, notice: FFH HFMATT R — “I could tell he wasn’t happy.”

REERT!

wo xidng qi lai le

Word guide: 3§ — I; 8 — think; % — (recall).
B Recap

« Verb + direction + 3/Z = movement towards / away from the speaker: i
Xk, EHA.
« A place goes before 3 /7%; abstract uses: R, F H k.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verb / Adj + #&3¥E (start to ...)

B The music starts

e At a party, the band plays a favourite song and the room comes alive.

o TFHR—MW, KEHBBEET. - “As soon as the music played, everyone started

dancing.”

B Verb / Adj + #&3F = start to, begin to

« Verb + @3 = an action starts and continues: Z&# 3%, SRAZE, FHEMFK.
o Adj + B&F = a state begins to develop: RAHGEN T, MIEENR T .
RENBBRERT .

tian qi man man ré qi lai le
Word guide: K’ — the weather; {818 — slowly; #t — hot; E#K — (start to).

— ..., () ...: as soon as

thing link who verb

3R —0m AKX HBRECK T
yinyué yi xiang dajia dou tiao qgilai le

starts dancing

the music as soon as it starts everyone

B With an object: split & ... g

« The object goes between £ and %: FTEMWKT . — “It started to rain.” MR
3k — “start singing”.

« Without an object: FHEH T .

ANE T RERITR T .

wai mian rid qi yu ldi le

Word guide: #Mfj — outside; | — fall; 2 — (start); Wy — rain; 2 — (start).

B Object in the middle

o MM, not NHEERM: the object sits between 7} and .
o Adj + 3 usually describes a change towards more: #GE¥, U FK; “getting
cold” is often ¥ F K / T k.

B S versus &
o LK = start something new: fBfTHIE T .
e 2 = continue something already going: it | Z=.

HR T &

qing shuo xid qu



Word guide: i — please; ¥, — speak; |2 — (continue).

B Recap

« Verb / Adj + #3 = start to, begin to (%, HyE k).
o Object goes between: FHEMF; 2 = continue.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement & / &~ (HSK 4)

B Sold out

* You try to book concert tickets online, but they are gone in minutes.

o EEPET, BIAIZEABT. — “The tickets are sold out; we can’t get any.”

® Verb + 8 / & + result / direction

e Verb + 8§ 4 complement = can; Verb + A& + complement = can’t: J2f5
B ) KR, E153) ) EAG).

o It says whether the result is possible in the situation.

EMEFRE, RERF.

zhé ge xiang zi tai zhong wo nd bu dong

Word guide: %X~ — this; §§ 7 — box; KX — too; B — heavy; F& — I; & — lift; & —

(cannot); #f] — move.

Verb + AZ|: can't manage to get

verb who not
RHETT ez 4l EARET
piao dou mai wan le women mai bu dao le

tickets sold out we can't get any

B Common HSK 4 pairs

o RBE / FAK = there is / isn’t enough time: IAEH Kk Hkt5 K.

o AT = can’t stand; WFAIERE = can’t hear clearly; iCAfE = can’t remember.
W RIEFRBK

xidn zai chu fa hdi lai de j7

Word guide: FLFE — now; & — set off; i — still; 45 f — in time.
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B Not the same as AfE

o NfE is about permission or general ability: iX L ANGE{EZE. Potential complements
are about whether the result can be achieved: FZUFAE.

o Put the object after the complement or before as a topic: FKWFANEMATTE / M)
TEFRITANE.

B RT = can’t (at all)

e Verb + A7 (liio) = unable to do it: F&HXEAT — “I can’t make it.” WZAR T —
“can’t finish eating.”

o Positive: 4587 — “able to go”.

BARREART .

ming tian wo qu bu lido

Word guide: K — tomorrow; F — I; & — go; N[ — can’t.

B Recap

« Verb + /A + complement = can / can’t achieve it (EAF], EARH, Ht5
).
o Verb + AT = unable to; NEE = not allowed / generally can’t.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Verb + #&3 (in terms of doing it)

2001.1 Complete: “This method sounds simple but is hard to do.” EXPFFIEW ...
fe B, ABOED SR o

2001.2 Match each sentence to the use of F 3.

o 1 EMUHEEREEMK.

1 REHEEERT .

o L iEuhER.

¢ A. judging the experience

¢ B. upward movement

o C. starting an action

2001.3 Build: “This song sounds familiar.”

Arrange all chunks: X / RAK. / Wk

2001.4 PLESER S, MM means “easier said than done”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2001.5 A friend asks what you think of your new phone after a week. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one



detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Direction complement 3} / % (HSK 4)

2002.1 You are inside. Ask a friend: “Bring the chairs in.” 8085 T4 ..o TE,
2002.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A MESREET .

o BAMHEREHET .

o CtEHEIKT .

o D.flEHBEET .

2002.3 Build: “He took a book out.”

Arrange all chunks: %, / —A&4 / &H /b

2002.4 FF HRAMAE 24 means “I could tell he was unhappy.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2002.5 You ask your brother to carry the shopping bags from the car into the kitchen.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb / Adj + #&¥ (start to ...)

2003.1 Complete: “The baby suddenly started crying” FEFERR . T
2003.2 Which says “It started to snow”?

« A EFTRTE.

« B. MEEIRT.

« C.MEREFT.

« D.lRTEH

2003.3 Build: “They started singing.”

Arrange all chunks: I&#2 / % 7. /{1 / &
2003.4 1) N2 asks someone to start speaking.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2003.5 At a party, the band plays a favourite song and the room comes alive. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B Potential complement 1§ / & (HSK 4)

2004.1 Complete: “The box is too heavy; I can’t lift it.” F§T7KE T, HE ..
g,

2004.2 A sign forbids parking. Which fits? X H =7,
. A REE

s BLAT

. C. RS

« D.ERT

2004.3 Match each form to its meaning.

R R

ZAT

IeAME

KA

. not enough time

. can’t remember

S

. can’t stand it
e D. can’t get hold of

2004.4 Build: “I've got something on tomorrow; I can’t make it.”

Arrange all chunks: A7, /KK /, £/ BF

2004.5 You try to book concert tickets online, but they are gone in minutes. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Verb + #&3k (in terms of doing it)

2001.1 23k

Verb + #23% + comment.

2001.2 1-A: IPMEEFEFRER. = judging the experience; 2-C: KFHANEEET .
= starting an action; 3-B: {§ui#t K. = upward movement

The comment and the verb tell you which use it is.

2001.3 X TR AR AL

Thing + Verb + ¥k + comment.

2001.4 True.

It judges saying versus doing.

2001.5 One possible response: XA R H.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Put what you are judging first: XA ELEKMAA T, not EHERXABRAE
J& in most speech.

o #t3 here does not mean “get up” or “start”; it marks the experience of doing.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

B Direction complement 3} / % (HSK 4)

2002.1 3%

Towards the speaker: #3.

2002.2 D. fliEHBERT .

il EFEFLZE R T is right: with a place word, the place goes between #f and & (GEH
+ HE + k).

2002.3 flig i —AFk.

Verb + H + object + .

2002.4 True.

True. F 13 means “can tell, make out” from what you see: IH HRAMAE % “1
could tell he was unhappy.”

2002.5 One possible response: 1 Z4:Pg &K ,

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
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¢ [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FEMEER, not FEFRAE: a place never follows % / .

o Pick 3 or # by where the speaker is: inside the room — #£3; outside — .
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb / Adj + &3k (start to ...)

2003.1 F# 3k

Verb + #3¥ = start to.

2003.2 B. FEEKT.

The object goes between #2 and 3.

2003.3 flfITHEEHR T .

Verb + # + object + 3.

2003.4 False.

N2 = continue; starting is FLHF.

2003.5 One possible response: & x—I, RFHEBEER T .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M, not FHEERM: the object sits between 7} and 3.

o Adj + #3¥ usually describes a change towards more: #GE3¥, - F; “getting
cold” is often ¥ Nk / T k.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Potential complement 1§ / & (HSK 4)
2004.1

Verb + A + 3J] = can’t move it.

2004.2 A. FHE

Prohibition is A HE (a formal sign may also write AN45); potential complements are
about whether a result is achievable, and A ] cannot stand before a verb.

2004.3 1-A: A F = not enough time; 2-C: 2R = can’t stand it; 3-B: i AF
= can’t remember; 4-D: 32 AR%| = can’t get hold of

Verb + A + complement = the result can’t be achieved.



2004.4 HKHKAEF, EAT.

Verb + AT = unable to.

2004.5 One possible response: ZEHZ5E T, FATEAR T .
Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NfE is about permission or general ability: %X B AHE/54-. Potential complements
are about whether the result can be achieved: FEIFAE.

» Put the object after the complement or before as a topic: FEWTAEAMAITE / AT
TR A

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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