Complements
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

hiE] + B¥F — “up; gather; start to”

The complement FE3F does three everyday jobs. Literally “up” (35t “stand up”);

figuratively “gather / put away” (IGE®R “tidy away,” fFE K “save up,” JEte K
“hide”); and “start to” (HFFL>K “burst into song”). The “gather” sense loves a !
sentence.

Structure: Verb + 3k - T + Object + Verb + 3k

{zh: £ |b& / AR |ni|your / #J |de / TrH |wan jultoys / B |doulall / W& |shou|put /
AR [ai lilaway / o }

Put all your toys away.

{zh: K% |da jialeveryone / IE |chang|start / % |ql ldi|singing / , Bk |tido|start /
Fk |qf 1di|dancing / !}

Everyone, start singing and dancing!

Remember: picture ;2% as “up and into action”: literal up (¥4#z>R), gather up
and stow away (WGEE, LK), and kick off an action (WEFF, AHHL K “it comes
up to mind = recall”). The gather sense pairs with ff.

Watch out

o FEFE (“recall”) vs AHH K (“think up”) — the complement changes the meaning;
don’t swap them.

A + 3k / & — direction complements

Add 3k (“towards me”) or Z& (“away from me”) to show which way the action moves
relative to the speaker. They fuse into compounds — #F3, H 2, %, B4

Structure: Verb + 3¢ / 7 - Verb + compound

{zh: F& |wo|I'm / ¥E |zai / #& I |16u shang|upstairs / , #R |nilyou / F2f |shang
l4ijcome up / . }

I'm upstairs — come up.

{zh: AJPA |ké yilmay / %7 |dai|bring / A |péng youlfriends / 4K |guo laijover /
1% jma /7 }

Can I bring some friends over?
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Remember: 3 = toward me, % = away from me (% “come in” / #% “go
in”). The trap: a place object slots between the verb and 3k / %% — [H[EEZE / v
K[, never [u] £ 3EH.

Watch out

e That place-in-the-middle rule is the classic slip: B3 v/, BI2EFK x.

A /| B + BBk — “start to / seems”

A second life for #@3. After an adjective, it marks a quality beginning to set in
— “starts to get ...” After a perception verb, it means “(seems) ... when you do it”

— FHiEg K (“looks”), WriEE K (“sounds”), Nz A (“tastes”).

Structure: Adjective + £} + T - Perception verb + ft} + Adjective
{zh: KR [|tian qi|the weather / # |[ré|[hot / FLK |qi 14i|getting / T [le / o }
The weather’s starting to get hot.

{zh: Al |talhe / F& |kan|looks / HLK |qi 14i / 1R |hén|very / KU |you haolfriendly /
o )

He looks very friendly.

Remember: Adj + #¥ = a change CATCHING (FyEXR T “turning hot”);
F/Wr/Hz + #EF = “looks/sounds/tastes.” The first catches #i3ffk right at the

moment it starts; the second is the sense-verb frame.

Watch out

o Adj + >k marks the onset, so it usually closes with T (“starting to..now”).

ZiFE + 18/ A + G5B — potential complements

Slot £ (“can”) or R (“can’t”) between a verb and its result to say whether that result
is achievable. They're built from result complements (f&, 52, #|, W, 7&#E). The
object can follow the complement or be fronted.

Structure: Verb + 15 / A + Complement

{zh: 4K |nilyou / Wr |ting|hear / 15 |de|can / f& |dong|lunderstand / [ iiE [Shang
hai hua|Shanghainese / 1% jma / 7 }

Can you understand Shanghainese?

{zh: XF |zhe zhong|this kind of / AL |shou jilphone / LFE |xian zailnow / 3K
|mai|buy / A |bu|can’t / F| |dao|get / T |le / . }
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You can’t get this kind of phone any more.

Remember: & = can, R = can’t, wedged into the verb (W5 / W AE, fi
1558 / MMOR5E). Tt asks whether you can reach the result — different from FE (“be
allowed / have the chance”).

Watch out

o Negate with the N form, not NGE + verb: FHAJ#E v (more natural than NEEH
fi).
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