Cause/Effect Statements
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

HF (due to / owing to)
B Flight delayed

¢ An airport announcement explains why your flight is late.

MTRIURE, BEEERE .

been delayed.”

— “Due to the weather, the flight’s departure has

result

B T + cause,
T

writing.
It can take a noun phrase or a clause: HT-mH}E & ER, B4R T .
HTFMERT, 2VEBIET .

you yu ta sheng bing le hui yi qu wiao le

Word guide: i — due to; fii — he; 4395 — ill; 21 — the meeting; BUJY — cancelled.

“due to, owing to”: a formal “because”, common in notices, news and

HF: owing to (formal)

link thing verb

BFXRSER frE HEIREE %
ybuyu tiangi yuanyin hangban tuichf giféi
owing to the weather the flight is delayed

B With ffPA or FHt
BT LIER:, FrPMBBAMZE. — “Because work is busy, he rarely goes home.”
RS, BHIEHERIEF.
went smoothly.”

BT AR, BroAfifRAE oK.

You yu gong zuo mdng suo yi ta hén shdo hui jia

Word guide: H{F — owing to; /F — work; {1 — busy; FfPA — so; fth — he; f2/b> —

rarely; [B]ZZ — goes home.

— “Because we prepared well, the competition
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B Formal, and cause first

AT introduces the cause before the result; “the result, F{F cause” is less natural
than with [&4.

« In everyday conversation, [} sounds more natural than HjF.

B T versus HN
KA can follow the result: &2, AT T .

1T normally starts the sentence and can pair with K tt: fF .., FHIL ..
REE, BATWT .
wo MeL qu yin wei xia yu le
Word guide: F — I; % — didn’t; % — go; A2l — because; N[ — it rained.

B Recap

BT + cause, (FTPA / BHIEK) result = due to / owing to (formal).
o Cause first; [} is the everyday word and can follow the result.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R .., B ..

B Since you’re here

(since / now that)

e Your friend drops by just as you are cooking dinner.

« BERRT, Bi—EiZEm!

PR A, Bl B = since A (is a fact), B

o BEAR introduces a known fact; the second clause draws a conclusion or suggestion
with F.
« 4l goes after the subject: BESAVRANETAR, ARl Z AR IE

BERIRAETIR, BEZFAREE.

i ran ni bu shu fu jiv hui jia xiu xi ba
Word guide: BESR — since; f — you; A —
RHE, — rest.

— “Since you're here, stay and eat with us!”

not; 7k — well; 5 — then; [B]Z — go home;

BE5A ..., Fh ...: since (we know)

link verb

Ay = A l_
BESAR T il —jtehz iR
jiran 1ai le jiu yigi chi fan ba
since you're here then let's eat together




B Advice and decisions

e BRIREZHET, BREBEALZIMT . — “Since you've already decided, I won’t say

any more.”
o The second part is often a suggestion (II}), a decision or a question CH Ak .7

).
BRIRELIRET, RRARZUT .

Jt rdn ni yi jing jué ding le wo jiv bu duo shuo le

Word guide: BESK — since; /R — you; L4 — already; th5g — decided; 3 — I; 3t — then;

N — not; £ — more; i — say.

B A fact both people know

o PESR needs a fact that is already true and known; for a possibility use 13£: U1
ke, .

o Pair it with g (or J8 / &), not FrPA: BEARF T, FOTHIE T .

B EMR versus BN

o [A°} explains why something happened: K AT, HEEEGY T .

o BESR uses a fact to suggest what to do now: BESR N T, FKATTIERE HFLIL.
ERTHT, RIMERFEHPE.

4t rdn xia yu le wo men jiu zas jia kan dian ying ba

Word guide: BESR — since; N[ — it’s raining; ] — we; 3 — then; £ — at; ¥ —
home; & — watch; B 5 — a film.

B Recap

o BER A, (Subject) g B = since A (a known fact), then B (suggestion or decision).
« Not for possibilities ({15); pairs with jf, not fPA.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AN, (therefore / for this reason)

B Writing up results

¢ You are writing a report on why sales of a new drink went up.

o FEHNHAS, HMEZKM. — “The new product is cheap, and is therefore

very popular.”

B Cause, At + result

o [ = “therefore, for this reason”: a formal “so”, common in writing.
o It starts the result clause or follows its subject: K ItAEeE ... / MHILEE ...

fb RS>, BB RER.
ta méi tian lian xi yin ci jin bu hén kuai
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Word guide: fiii — he; &K — every day; Z:>] — practises; [H It — therefore; #£5 —
improves; R — very; ‘it — fast.

Ftk: therefore (written)

verb link

I m iR ]l R
Xin chanpin jiagé di yinci hén shou huanying

the new product is cheap therefore it is popular

B After a full sentence too

e XWERMBEE. HIL, KFEIAEE . — “This exam is important. Therefore,

everyone must revise carefully.”
o It can start a new sentence, followed by a comma.
Hik, RFEAER.
yin ci da jia yao ren zhen fu xi
Word guide: [K It — therefore; FKZ — everyone; 2 — must; JAE — carefully; &> —

revise.

B Do not pair with g
e Use HTF .., W ..or AN .., FRVA . BN ., A ..

writing.
o [At is formal; in chat, fffPA is more natural.

B Hi versus frPA and TR
o FTPA is the everyday “so”: W T, FrRAFRINZ.

o T4 tells the next action in a story; Kl gives a logical consequence.

THT, FiARBE.
xia yu le sud yr wo méi qu
Word guide: N[ — it rained; fffPA —so; & — I; % — didn’t; % — go.

is avoided in careful

B Recap
o Cause, M + result = therefore (formal); it may start a new sentence.
 Pairs with [JF; everyday speech uses fffDA.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Practice without the models

® F (due to / owing to)

1901.1 Complete (notice): “Due to the bad weather, the event is cancelled.” ...
KA, WHEBGH -

1901.2 Which word can naturally follow the result? F¥& %,
« AT

« B. TR

- C. Hit

- D. HH

1901.3 Build: “Because we prepared well, the competition went smoothly.”
Arrange all chunks: B / HIRRIAL. | T WA TS /|

1901.4 #1F sounds more formal than [&A.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

W T .

1901.5 An airport announcement explains why your flight is late. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

AR .., B ... (since / now that)

1902.1 Complete: “Since you're ill, go home and rest.” ........
e

1902.2 Which sentence is correct?

o ALBRAATINT, FrARATHIET .

o BLBEARTW T, FATEHIET .

o CIATHNET, BERATPAT.

o D. BEARIIRAIRE TN, stRA1n1%

1902.3 Build: “Since you’ve decided, I won’t say any more.”
Arrange all chunks: 5k / , / BEARMRELHIET / AZULT .
1902.4 4% is the right word for a situation that may or may not happen.

PRI T, I R AR

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1902.5 Your friend drops by just as you are cooking dinner. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B i, (therefore / for this reason)

1903.1 Complete (written): “He practises daily and therefore improves fast.” {14 K
Z5>) e BRI,

1903.2 Which pair suits careful writing?

« ALHTF ., HIL ..

o B. s .., KHIL .

o C.BES .., HIL ..

« D. AN .., HIL ..

1903.3 Build: “Therefore, everyone must revise carefully.”

Arrange all chunks: KF / HIt / , /IAEE .

1903.4 In casual conversation, flfPA sounds more natural than [ If.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1903.5 You are writing a report on why sales of a new drink went up. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

® F (due to / owing to)

1901.1 1T

1T + cause, then the result.

1901.2 D. KH

°j3 can follow the result; f1F normally starts the sentence.

1901.3 i THER TS, PIELFRAR A o

HT .., HIt .

1901.4 True.

It suits notices, news and writing.

1901.5 One possible response: HT KRR, iIIHERE K.

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [F introduces the cause before the result; “the result, FiF cause” is less natural
than with [KA.

o In everyday conversation, [K°A sounds more natural than fF.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B AR .., Bk ... (since / now that)

1902.1 BE5k

SR + known fact, Hf + suggestion.

1902.2 B. BRAA T T, FATm2 T .

BRI T, FATHLHIZT is right: BESK pairs with B after the subject. fTPA does
not pair with BE#X, and 3 cannot come before FKA/].

1902.3 BEAIREAHE T, RAZULT -

BEAK + fact, subject + L + decision.

1902.4 False.

Possibilities take f5; BESX needs a known fact.

1902.5 One possible response: FEIR3E T, mi—dnz e !

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o PESR needs a fact that is already true and known; for a possibility use {[5: U1
« Pair it with 3t (or 35 / i), not Fi: BEAAFR T, SATREMZET.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B HlY, (therefore / for this reason)
1903.1 [H It

A I gives the logical consequence.

1903.2 A. g T ..., B ..

HT .. HI ... is the standard written pair.
1903.3 Hilt, REEINEK .

K It can open a new sentence.

1903.4 True.

True. Kt is formal and written; in casual conversation ffDA is the natural word for
“so, therefore”.

1903.5 One possible response: 7~ MM, B IHARZ0,
Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Use T .., WL ..or AN .., FrPA s BN .., AL .. is avoided in careful
writing.

o [At is formal; in chat, fffPA is more natural.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



