Cause/Effect Statements
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

HF — “due to, owing to”

HTF sets up a cause at the front of a sentence — “due to, owing to, because of.” It’s
more formal than [, and it often pairs with [HIlf, / FfPA in the result clause.
Structure: T + Cause , (HIL / FTLA) ...

{zh: HF |y6u yi|due to / KA [tian qi|weather / J&[H |yudn yin|reasons / , fi#f
|héang ban|the flight / BJH |qu xiao|was cancelled / T [le / . }

Due to the weather, the flight was cancelled.

{zh: T |yéu yi|due to / I, |yl jian|opinions / A—FL |bu yi zhi|differing / , P
lliang|the two / i |[wei / ZEH [lao ban|bosses / Wb |chdolstarted arguing / T |le /
K [ai ldi /. }

Due to differing opinions, the two bosses started arguing.

Remember: lfF = the formal P} — it heads the cause and likes to hand off to
H It / Frpk for the result (FF ..., HI ...). One pairing trap: K4 can pair with
FTPA, but T leans toward [HIt.

Watch out

o It’s written-leaning — in casual speech [ is far more common.

BER ... BL ... — “since, now that”

BEAR ... B ... reasons forward from an accepted fact — “since / now that A is so,
then B.” It stands on something already true and draws a suggestion or inference (often
with # / AB5L). It is not a hypothetical.

Structure: BfSk + (given fact) , (HF) 4l + Suggestion / Inference

{zh: BEAR [ji rdn|since / {K |nilyou / AFA |[na mefso / K [xi huan|like it / , ABHL
Ina jiu|then just / 3£ |m&ilbuy it / Y |ba / o }

Since you like it so much, just buy it.

{zh: BESR |ji rdn|since / KZK |da jialeveryone / # |[dou / A |bulisn’t / JE24HR |gdn
xing qu|interested / , i |jiu|then / & |huan|change / 4™ |ge / 1H& |hua ti|the topic
/B ba /o }

Since no one’s interested, let’s change the subject.
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Remember: JE#R = “since (we both know) X is true...” — it builds on a given
fact, then suggests (APHL ..). Contrast @ / #FiZ, which build on an if. Fact —
SR supposition — Y5,

Watch out

o The result is a suggestion or inference, usually led by #S / HRxE / 5.

Eit — “therefore, as a result”

HM (“because of this”) rolls out a consequence — “therefore, as a result, for this
reason.” It’s formal and common in writing, pairing naturally with a i+ / AN
cause.

Structure: Cause , [}t + Effect

{zh: WEK |zué tian|yesterday / NI |xia yulit rained / T |le / , A |ym ci|therefore
/ F& |woll / %A |méi you|didn’t / H 1] |chu mén|go out / . }
It rained yesterday, so I didn’t go out.

{zh: 1l |ta|she / 7E |zailin / ®F] [néng cun|the countryside / K |zhdng da|grew
up / , I [ym ciltherefore / R |hén|well / Tfi# |lido jiéjunderstands / & |néng
min|farmers’ / 1] |de / 4§ |sheng hud|life / . }

She grew up in the countryside, so she understands rural life well.

Remember: Hlt, = “because of THIS, therefore...” ([A “because” + [, “this”)
— it introduces the effect. Formal cousin of FrPA; pairs with a (iF / A4 cause.

Watch out

o It leads the result clause — the cause comes first, then Kt + effect.
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