"Even If” Statements
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Bif# ... , W ... (even if)

B Rain or shine

e Your football coach is determined that tomorrow’s training will happen.

o EMEBIRTN, BATWEY|Z. — “Even if it rains tomorrow, we’ll still train.”

B HIfEE A, 4 B = even if A, still B
o HJffi 4+ possible situation, Subject 4+ #, + result = even if A happens, B
stays the same.
o A is usually hypothetical; 4 is needed in the second clause.
BpfERAT, fhtRazsh.
i shi hén mang ta yé met tian yun dong
Word guide: BIfifi — even if; /8 — very; {T- — busy; fii — he; tH — still; £ K — every day;
&3} — exercises.

BifE ..., 5 ...: even if

link who verb

BIfERRR TR el WLk
jishi mingtian xia yt women yé yao xunlian
even if it rains tomorrow we will still train

B Promises and determination
o B RFEHET, BIEBERIRA. — “Even if everyone is against it, I'm going to give
it a try.”
o BMERABL, FBBHEHE. — “Even if you don’t say it, I know.”
BMEARARYE, BRUAIE.
ji shi ni b shuo wo yé zhi dao
Word guide: B[Iffi — even if; {& — you; AN — don’t; Ui — say; & — I; tH — still; FiE —
know.
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B i} after the subject
o Put t after the subject of the second clause: FtBIZ:, not IR,
o R pairs with 1, not {H/&: BRI Ry, #2, not BIfE Ry, (HZ4.

B Hiff versus BR / RE

o MR/ RE state a fact: BRI T, FANTELZET (it did rain).

o HIf#i states a possibility: BIfE RNy, FATHZ: (it might rain).

BRTWT, RINERET .

sur rdn xid yu le wo men hdi shi qu le

Word guide: 548k — although; N — it rained; FAf] — we; iA42 — still; & — went.
B Recap

o BIfE A, (Subject) 4 B = even if A, still B (A hypothetical).

o {13 after the subject; facts take F#k / R4

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B HIfE ..., 4 ... (even if)

1601.1 Complete: “Even if it’s expensive, I'll buy it.” BI{fifE 5, F ... TLL,
1601.2 It rained yesterday, and you went out anyway. Which fits? ~ WER W T,
AL 2B LT .

o AL

. B. B

o C. Hpfi

o« D. H3E

1601.3 Build: “Even if everyone is against it, I'm going to try.”

Arrange all chunks: B R FE O / et / , /) B

1601.4 B ~RY, {H2FATZE is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1601.5 Your football coach is determined that tomorrow’s training will happen. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B EifE ... , 1 ... (even if)

1601.1

B pairs with 1.

1601.2 B. 5k

A fact takes B 4K; BJffi is for possibilities.

1601.3 AR FH O, FetZidid.

Hiffi A, subject + 4 + B.

1601.4 False.

R pairs with #: BIENNY, FATEZE.

1601.5 One possible response: BI{filH KM, FATHEZ:.

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put t after the subject of the second clause: F¢tHZF:, not I I

o B pairs with t, not {Hi&: B FRY, W2, not BN, (HEZ.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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