Auxiliary verbs
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

AH (don’t need to)
B My treat

e You take a friend to lunch, and she reaches for her wallet.

e RNEBE, BREZ. — “Youdon't need to pay — it’s on me.”

B 'RH + Verb = don’t need to
« AH + Verb = “there’s no need to”: A HHH.L, NRHES, AHZE.

o It is the usual negative of Z / 15 (must) when something is unnecessary.

%Z:FH*_BJDO
ni bu yong dan xin
Word guide: #R — you; A — don’t need to; $H.(» — worry.

EF: it's my treat

not who verb
A EL K SErga
LA £29 BE
bl yong géi gian wo gingke
no need to pay | 'm treating

B Polite replies

o A: 1! B: AW, — “No need to thank me.”

o A TEIRFFIL? B: AT, #Wht. — “No need, thanks.
ART, B,

bi yong le xie wie

Word guide: A — no need; it — thanks.

HSK 4 Grammar « 13 Auxiliary verbs @

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn



B Not “don’t use”, not “mustn’t”

o M + Verb means “no need to”; “mustn’t” is ANFE / ABPA: X HASRERAHE.

e ANHl + noun can mean “don’t use”: AT — “not use chopsticks”. Check
whether a verb or noun follows.

B KA versus ¥l

e %] + Verb = “don’t (do it)”, an order: 32!

e ANl + Verb = “you needn’t”, kinder and lighter: AN 27T — “No need to go any
more.”

BE!

bié qu

Word guide: %] — don’t; % — go.

B Recap

« ANH + Verb = don’t need to; AFift / A T are polite replies.

e “Mustn’t” = A{E; “don’t!” = HI.

Practise this pattern step by step.

& (dé&i) (must / have to)

B | have to go

e It is 9 p.m. and you still have an essay due tomorrow morning.

e BEET, SXMLEBERZL . — “I have to go; I've got to finish my essay
tonight.”

B 18 (d&i) + Verb = must, have to

e f8& read déi before a verb = “must, have to”, common in speech: Ff5E T, /RE
s LE.

o It expresses necessity or obligation.

A L .

ni déi zao didnr shui

Word guide: R — you; 5 — have to; B &5 J1L — earlier; i — sleep.

15 (d&i): have to

who link verb

N A=] AN A=L=Ir= N
ES4 = ET SKEE_ERETIEX
wo déi z0u le jintian wanshang déi xié wan lunwén
| must go now must finish my essay tonight
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B Spoken necessity

o BIREHIR, BREE. — “There’s an exam tomorrow; I have to revise.”
o XHHEEFEIM. — “We'll have to ask the teacher about this.”

BRAEER, REE.

ming tian you kdao shi wo déi fu xi

Word guide: B-K — tomorrow; 4 — there is; Zif — an exam; ¥ — I; 1§ — have to; &
> — revise.

B The negative is A

e “Don’t have to” is AN, never ~5: YA H %, not {RAFEk.
e Read it déi only before a verb meaning “must”; after a verb (Hg§f5R) it is the
particle de.

B 8 versus W1 and B

o WM is stronger and more formal: YRR B3Ik

o B can mean “need to / will”: R E4FT. 15 is the casual “have to”.
PRI B RIE o

ni bt zu dai shen fén zhéng

Word guide: fR — you; #5701 — must; 7y — bring; B4k — ID.

B Recap

o f& (déi) + Verb = have to, must (spoken).

o Negative = A H; formal = D751, After a verb, 5 = de (complement).
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B RAH (don’t need to)

1301.1 Reassure: “You don’t need to come early” & ........ -3,
1301.2 A sign says you mustn’t take photos. Which fits? 3XH  JHH&,
e AL A

o B. &M

o C. KRR

. D. KfE

1301.3 Build: “No need, thanks.”

Arrange all chunks: , / #i#f. / AT

1301.4 AT sounds lighter than 1|2

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1301.5 You take a friend to lunch, and she reaches for her wallet. Close the examples.

HSK 4 Grammar « 13 Auxiliary verbs @

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn



Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B {8 (dé&i) (must / have to)

1302.1 Complete (spoken): “I have to go now.” F& ... T
1302.2 Which says “You don’t have to come”?

o ARAHIR

o B ARARALIIR .

o C.ARAEK.

o D RIEAK.

1302.3 Build: “There’s an exam tomorrow; I have to revise.”
Arrange all chunks: BHRAHiK / , / &, | &5

1302.4 In ISR, 15 is read déi.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1302.5 It is 9 p.m. and you still have an essay due tomorrow morning. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B AA (don’t need to)

1301.1 A

A + verb = no need to.

1301.2 D. A~NiE

Prohibition is AfE; A means no need.

1301.3 AT, .

A polite refusal.

1301.4 True.

NH says it is unnecessary; %l is an order.

1301.5 One possible response: %4, FHiEE.

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o AH + Verb means “no need to”; “mustn’t” is ANGE / ANAPA: X S BEAAH.

e ANH + noun can mean “don’t use”: AT — “not use chopsticks”. Check
whether a verb or noun follows.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B {8 (dé&i) (must / have to)

1302.1 15

% (déi) + verb = must.

1302.2 A. IRAFHE.

The negative of 1§ (must) is A~ .

1302.3 I RAH I, KGE .

Reason, then 15 + verb.

1302.4 False.

After a verb, 15 is the particle de.

1302.5 One possible response: F5E 7T, &K 1555818 3.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e “Don’t have to” is A, never A5 #RA F %, not {RAE .
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» Read it déi only before a verb meaning “must”; after a verb (Hgf5) it is the
particle de.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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