Auxiliary verbs
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

AH — “don’t need to, no need”

AH means “(there’s) no need to, don’t have to” — it lifts an obligation. The classic
trap: the negative of Z (“need to”) is A, not A% (which means “don’t / don’t
want”).

Structure: Subject + AH + Verb Phrase
{zh: ANH] |ba yong|no need to / $H.0» |dan xin|worry / . }
No need to worry.

{zh: #% ¥ |héi zi|children / AN |bd yong|don’t need to / 3K |mdilbuy / Z& |piaola
ticket / . }

Children don’t need to buy a ticket.

Remember: B (“need to”) — A (“needn’t”), NOT AE. A cancels a
need; NE is a prohibition (“don’t”); ANGE = “can’t”; A% = “shouldn’t.” Pick by
which one you're denying.

Watch out

o AU (“you're welcome”) is literally “no need to thank” — the same A H.

8 + zhiE — “have to, must”

The auxiliary 8 — read déi here — is a blunt, spoken “have to, must,” a practical
necessity.

Structure: Subject + 75§ + Verb Phrase
{zh: FA] w6 men|we / 15 |déilhave to / 5E |zoulgo / T [le / . }
We have to go now.

{zh: H}[E] |shi jian|the time / ANEL |bu zdo|getting late / T |le / , F& |wo|l / 15
|d&ilhave to / [H[ZK |hui jialgo home / T |le / . }

It’s getting late — I have to head home.

Remember: f§ = déi = “gotta.” Its negative borrows A (“needn’t”), not 5.
And mind the reading: this is déi (“must”), a world away from the de of complements

(H35H) or the particles 1) / Hhb.
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Watch out

o One character, three readings: déi (must), de (complement marker), dé (15 %
“obtain”). Context picks it.
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