20

Ref Hsk4 Grammar

...... 247 ... — fractions and percentages

Chinese builds a fraction back to front: denominator + 432 -+ numerator —
the bottom number comes first. It fits the language’s big-to-small habit (whole
first, then the slice). Percentages are just “out of 100” fractions: F 43 + number.

Structure: Denominator + 432 + Numerator

{zh: X~ |zhe ge|this / X4 |wén jianlfile /| © 4 |yl jinglalready / T #k |xiad
zai|downloaded / T |le / =432 . |san fen zh1 ér|two-thirds / . }

This file is already two-thirds downloaded.

{zh: & |wo|my / ¥ |de / F#L |shou jiphone / H |zhilonly / £ |youlhas / FH3Z
fi. |bai fen zht wulfive percent / T [le / . }

My phone’s down to five percent.

Remember: bottom first, top last — read 432 as “out of”: U422 = = “of four
parts (PU4y), three (Z =)” = %. Percent is just H43rZ (“out of 100”) + the number:

Bzt = 50%.
Watch out

o Y is U422 =, never =432 P4 — getting the order backwards flips the fraction.
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