"No Matter” Statements
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

e / . — “no matter” (spoken)
. / .. says the outcome holds whatever the case — “no matter (what / how) ...,
still ....” The catch: the first clause must contain an open variable — a choice (A B

/ A-not-A) or a question word (, , ..). It’s the conversational option.

Structure: + (Question Word / choice) , (Subject +) / + Result

{zh: |bu gudn|no matter / |niJyou / |chuan|wear / |shén me|what / , |doulall / |h&o
kan|look good / . }

No matter what you wear, it looks good on you.

{zh: |bl gudn|no matter / |zén me yang|what happens / , |wo men|we / |doujall /
|ydolmust / |hdo hdo|properly / |zhtin bei|prepare / . }

No matter what, we must prepare properly.

Remember: needs something OPEN after it — a question word (//) or an “AB
/ A-not-A” choice — then / nails the result down regardless. = spoken; / = formal
(next).

Watch out

o Without an open variable it’s wrong: v', but you can’t say ...

/ «. / «. — “no matter, regardless”

(or ) is the more formal “no matter, regardless of” — grammatically identical to .
The clause after it likewise holds a question word (, , ...) or a choice.

Structure: / + (Question Word / choice) , / + Result

{zh: |wt lun|no matter / |duo me|how / |chéng gong|successful / , |talhe / |doujalways
/ |jué delfeels / |zi jilhimself / |bd goulnot / |hdo|good enough / . }

No matter how successful he is, he always feels he’s not good enough.

{zh: |w1i lun|no matter / |tian|the weather / |duolhow / |ré/hot / , |doulalways /
|ydo|lmust / [jian chilkeep going / . }

No matter how hot it gets, we have to keep going.

Remember: / = the written — same grammar, same need for an open variable
+ /. Speech — ; writing — .

Watch out

o The same rule applies: the following clause needs a question word or a choice, never
a flat statement.



