Comparing similar time words
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

PAJG vs )5 vs J5k (then / after)

B Telling your day in order

¢ You describe last Saturday: shopping, then lunch, and much later a surprise phone
call.

o REXREZFRA, RBECETHR. BE, ROEPRERITHIFET . — “First I went

shopping, then I had lunch. Later on, an old friend phoned me.”

B Three words for “after”

o PAJF follows an event (K21 PAJT) or, alone, means “in the future” (PAJ5 ).

o )5 links the next step, in the past or future (JEiEF, REZMN). JFEE jumps
forward in a past story only.

KT, REZHR.

xian xi shou ran hou chi fan

Word guide: 4¢ — first; %£F — wash hands; #XJ5 — then; IZ4R — eat.

% - )G - [5%: tell it in order

verb
( N

HAEXFRA Ra

wo xian qu mai dongxi ranhou

127 FIR P

chi le wifan houlai

first | shopped then ate lunch later

ARITRIET

péngyou da dianhua le

a friend phoned

B Choosing by the situation

o Plan: RATHEER, RIGEBHWE . — “Let’s eat first, then see a film” (PAJ5 / #&
J&, not J53k)
o Story: AIRKERYE, EREHT. — “We were classmates at university, and

later we got married.”
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RIMBRKRERYE, FREST .

.....

Word guide: FAl1 — we; J& — were; K2% — university; [F]2#% — classmates; J53€ — later;
ZEW% — marry.

B Two common slips

o J53 is never for the future: FATLAGHIL, not FA7T )5 H-IL.
o J53E is never added after an event: FifPAJF, not Fif)5H.

B PlJ5 after a clause

o RITABAWRITHIE. — “I'll call you after I arrive.”

o #RJ5 cannot do this job: it starts the next clause instead: FF| 7, SRIGHEVRFTH
e

BRI T ARAKRITHTE.

wo dao le yi hou géi ni da dian hua

Word guide: & — I; 2| — arrive; PAJ5 — after; 245 — to; /K — you; ] — make; HiF — a
call.

B Recap

o PAJE = after X / in the future; 8§ = and then (next step, any time); J§¥R =
later on (past stories only).

« Plans use #XJi5 or PAJF, never J5 k.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B PUE vs R)F vs JFE (then / after)

0517.1 A recipe: “Wash the vegetables, then cut them.” JE¥E3e, ... ¥)3E.
0517.2 Which says “See you again some time” (in the future)?

o ALFRATHILE R

o B AR,

o C. JMARFE LA

o D. FATLAG UL

0517.3 Match each word to its use.

« L s
« L A5
o 1. J53k

e A. the next step
« B. later on in a past story



o C. after an event / in the future
0517.4 Build: “I'll call you after I arrive.”

Arrange all chunks: 2| TPASE / fTHIG. / 4 / &

0517.5 You describe last Saturday: shopping, then lunch, and much later a surprise
phone call. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B Pl vs KRG vs |5k (then / after)

0517.1 k)5

#RJ5 links the next step.

0517.2 D. FATPAJGH-IL.

J5 ¥ is only for past stories; PAJ5 can refer to the future.

0517.3 1-C: PAJ5 = after an event / in the future; 2-A: #XJ5 = the next step; 3-B:
JG 3 = later on in a past story

Each “after” word has its own job.

0517.4 3 T AG AT HLIE .

Clause + PAJ5 + main clause.

0517.5 One possible response: FEFELETE, RIGE THR. Gk, FEZN
REFATHIE T

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o J53 is never for the future: FATLAGFIL, not FA7)5 I

o J53k is never added after an event: FifPAJT, not FI)E¥K.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



