Comparing similar conjunctions
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

BR vs BiF (or: question vs statement)

B Asking or offering?
“Either is fine.”
— “Rice or noodles? — Rice or noodles,

o A waiter asks, “Rice or noodles?” You answer,

o KRERER? — KIRREHEHEATN.

either is fine.”

B R R asks, B{F states

« R = “or” in a question that asks someone to choose: {RMS5IA

o BF = “or” in a statement or suggestion: JRA] DA S B E IIME.

HRVT DAPBZR S MHE .
ni ké yi he chd huo zhé ka fei
Word guide: R — you; A PA — can; I — drink; 2% — tea

i 2 Mg

s B — or; MIME — coffee.

& Z asks; ¥ offers

thing question word
) A
MZA RE =4
A KiR 5= TS
mifan haishi miantido
rice or? noodles
J J
answer verb
) A
N 22 by
5 KIR WE [EETfS #BEJ LA
mifan huozhé miantido dou kéyi
rice or noodles either is fine
J J
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B Hidden questions
o After Z:é\c[] _é‘a zux%nl_ or {j%/—\Ey use

whether he’s going or not.”

- REBPEZNFEERE LB,
Shanghai.”

REBPE R FEERE L.

wo hdi méi jué ding qu Béi jing hdi shi qu Shang hdi

Word guide: & — I; 38 — still; % — haven’t; 5 — decided; 2 — go to; JLHL —
ifse — or; & — go to; [ — Shanghai.

B The quick test

 Is someone being asked to choose (even indirectly)? Use ifs
being offered? Use (.
o Never add 5 to a i 2 question: REBRBEAE? |

— “T don’t know

it BAREMELERAE.

— “I haven’t decided whether to go to Beijing or

Beijing;

&, Is a possibility

not REML A FNG?

B ;£R = had better

o 2 also means “had better”, with no choice involved: KT , AT RMFIE,
— “It’s late; we’d better go home.”

o Read the context: two options to choose from, or a recommendation?

KT, BATERERKE.

tai wan le wo men hdi shi hut jia ba

Word guide: K — too; I — late; F{] — we; 82 — had better; [1]Z% — go home.

B Recap

o ¥R = or in direct and hidden questions (RZ1E A £2 B); B = or in state-
ments.

o ifJE + suggestion = had better.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 3R R vs B (or: question vs statement)

0715.1 Suggest: “We can take the bus or walk” FfTR] AR AR L ..o TERG S

0715.2 Which fits? FEAKISE b2 L I 2o

o ALHI

- B.MH

« C.i0E

. D

0715.3 Match each sentence to what ifizg / i does.



- MREERERE?

- AREBCEREEAT.

L AT 2B

o A. asks someone to choose
¢ B. had better

o C. offers either option

0715.4 IRER B AE? is correct.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0715.5 A waiter asks, “Rice or noodles?” You answer, “Either is fine.” Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

1
1

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B AR vs B (or: question vs statement)

0715.1 %

A statement offering options uses a{F .

0715.2 C. A2

After AH13E, the hidden question takes iAJg.

0715.3 1-A: {REiLZEF AT = asks someone to choose; 2-C: {REBE I EH T =
offers either option; 3-B: Fk{JiAZ&EM ., = had better

ifJ2 asks or recommends; B states options.

0715.4 False.

A A2 question takes no N4,

0715.5 One possible response: KA EHIZL? — KUEE HZER AT DA
Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Is someone being asked to choose (even indirectly)? Use ifi/g. Is a possibility
being offered? Use i

o Never add 5 to a 2 question: YREREANET? | not REREAENL?

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.



