Comparing similar adverbs
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Z vs Bt (late vs early)

B Same time, different reactions

o The meeting starts at nine. Li arrived at 8:30; Wang strolled in at 9:30.

« INEANRERIT, PEAREAD,

didn’t arrive until 9:30.”

— “Li was there as early as 8:30; Wang

® Time + §{ + Verb + T versus Time + A + Verb

o BE = carlier, sooner or easier than expected; the sentence usually has T: fth /S i
IR T .

o 7 = later or harder than expected: fthJL 5 AR is the short model used here.
Other contexts can also include T .

AN RREKT -

ta liv didn jiu qi chudng le

Word guide: fi — he; 755 — six o’clock; 3t — already; FEJK — get up.

Th: early - 7 late

who when link verb

zs A P =
INE AVE = G g
Xido LY ba dian ban jia dao le
Xiao Li at 8:30 already arrived

IZNEASE¥AE, — Xiao Wang did not arrive until 9:30.

B It depends on the expectation

o A child getting up at seven for school: fli-& AR T if you expected eight.
« The same seven o’clock for a farmer who usually rises at five: -t EARRK.
LR AR

ta jiu didn cdi qi chudng

Word guide: fifi — he; JL& — nine o’clock; 7" — not until; K — get up.
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B The T rule

3 sentences about the past normally take T: il /\ S8 T .
o Use fth+ & 4% as the simple late-arrival model. This is not a ban on | in every
sentence containing 7.

B With amounts and effort too

o 3t = little effort needed: fMBF T —WHME T . — “He understood after reading it
once.”

o 7 = alot of effort needed: BF T = A . — “I only understood after reading

it three times.”
RET=BEAHE.
wo kan le san bian cdi dong
Word guide: #, — I; & — read; =j& — three times; /" — only then; {# — understand.
B Recap

o BL can present an event as early, quick or easy; A as late, slow or hard. Aspect
marking depends on the complete sentence.

e The choice depends on the speaker’s expectation, not on the clock alone.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs WlA (just now: adverb vs time-word)

® You only just missed her

¢ You knock on your friend’s door; her roommate says she left a few minutes ago.

o WHRIAHET. — “She went out a moment ago.” KA is a time word for “just
now”.

B R is an adverb, WJ# is a time word

o W) 4+ Verb = “have just (done)”; it goes right before the verb: FKW|F| — “I've just
arrived.”

o MIA = “a moment ago”; like WER, it can start the sentence: WA {RZHFILT?
ERIBIZEK.

wo gang ddo jia
Word guide:  — I; N — just; #] — arrive; &% — home.



W7 : a moment ago (a time word)

who when verb
it (illb HET
ta gangcai chaqu le
she just now went out

B How recent is “just”?

o NI can stretch: fRIFILIK—AH. — “He’s only been in Beijing a month” It is
recent from the speaker’s view.

o WA is only a few minutes ago: WIA G ABVRFTHELS . — “Someone called you just
now.”

RIA A NBYRITHIE.

gang cdi you rén géi ni da dian hud

Word guide: KA — just now; & — there was; A\ — someone; 25 — to; #iR — you; ] —
make; H13§ — a phone call.

B Position and T

o P never starts the sentence: FZWINZUR, not MIFIZML. W74 may come first: WA
FZRT.

o R + verb usually has no 77: FeNIF]. W4 sentences take T normally: fiiN| A4 &
T

B KA can describe a past state
o NIA works with adjectives and negatives: WA, FEHFL T, — “It was hot

just now; now it’s much better.”
o M| does not: you cannot say HIfE#. Use KA.

RIA R, BEFLT.
gang cai hén ré xian zai hdo duo le
Word guide: NI — just now; {8 — very; # — hot; IUE — now; ¥ — better; £ — much.
B Recap
« W + Verb = have just done (adverb, before the verb, usually no ).
o P4 = a moment ago (time word, can start the sentence, works with T, adjectives

and 7%).
Practise this pattern step by step.
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AHE vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er)

B Trying on shoes

e The shoes fit badly and you want to ask for another size.

o BEH RN, HR—RHG?

slightly bigger pair?”

— “These shoes are a bit small. Do you have a

B A5 + Adj before, Adj + —g& after
o« B (JL) + Adj = “a bit (too) ..”, usually a complaint: 4 &%, A HE.
o Adj + —@ (JL) = “alittle more ...”, for comparing or asking: 15 ‘H— &, Pe— 5.

SRARE .
jJin tian you didn léng
Word guide: 4K — today; &4 — a bit; ¥ — cold.

A= complains; adjective + —g asks for a change

thing verb

XIS AR

zhé shuang xié youdian xido

question word

BA—REG

you da yidian de ma

these shoes are a bit small a bigger pair?

B Complain, then request

 Bargaining: X4 B3, BBEE—KG?
a little cheaper?”

« Asking for change: #RPEAEH B, HHREB—&K. — “You speak a bit fast; please

speak a little slower.”
BB —R.
qing shuo man yi didan
Word guide: i — please; ¥t — speak; 18 — slow; — 5 — a little.

A

— “It’s a bit expensive; can you make it

B Keep them on the right side

o A5 goes before the adjective: F 5 5%, not 54 1.

o — 5 goes after the adjective: fE— 5, not — S fHH (— 5 before a noun means
“a little of”: — g IK).

NN



B & & sounds negative

e A5 4+ a pleasant word sounds odd: A A is unusual. Use fRIE2E or L

=N

Ju-

o A5 + negative adjectives is natural: A 52, A EME, B AR
BA SR

wo you didn bu shu fu
Word guide: ¥, — I; F & — a bit; AN — not; 7R — well.
B Recap
o B + Adj = abit too .. (a complaint); Adj + — & = a little more ... (comparison
or request).
« Typical pair: £ 5i5t, HEH— L.

Practise this pattern step by step.

H vs X (again: future vs past)

B Again: done or still to come?

» You visited the Great Wall last year. This year you went again, and next year you
want to go once more.

s BOENETKIR, HELREEZE. — “I went to the Great Wall again this year,

and I want to go again next year.”

B Y for the past, F for the future

« X + Verb 4+ T =it happened again (already): i 3R] T .

e F + Verb = do it again (still to come), in plans, requests and suggestions: 15
Vb — M.

HH—E.

qing zai shuo yi bian

Word guide: {§ — please; - — again; i, — say; —i# — once.

X: again (done) - F: again (still to come)

when verb

SF XET BRE ®AABE
jinnian you qu le mingnian hai xiang zai qu

this year went again next year want to go again
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B Requests and plans

o IR THEFR! — “Come again next time!”
o BATBARFBIHLIE., — “Let’s discuss it again tomorrow.” Ji- can also mean “then,
later”.
PR TR FER !
huan ying ni xid ci zdi ldi
Word guide: ¥l — welcome; /R — you; Nk — next time; F- — again; 3¢ — come.
B Picking the right “again”
o Past repetition: ¥, not F: fEFER KT, not BVER R T .

o Future plan or request: Ff, not 3: HHRKFFH, not B K XK (unless it is a pre-
dictable repeat).

B The exception: certain repeats

e ¥ can look ahead for something sure to come round again: B RXRREEXT! -
“It’s the weekend again tomorrow!”

o MAEF / REH shows a wish to repeat: FRIBAHFIZ—Hi — “I'd like another
bowl.”
RIEHEFBIZ—BE
wo hai widng zai chi yi wan
Word guide: F% — I; i — still; #8 — want; Ff — again; IZ — eat; —#i — a bowl.
B Recap
o X = again, already happened (X + V + 7). & = again, still to come (plans,
requests).
o X can look ahead only for a certain repeat (MJ&f]AKRT).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 4 vs Bk (late vs early)
0213.1 The train was due at ten but arrived at eleven. kZE+—g ... ],

0213.2 Which reports arrival as early in the completed-event model used here?

o A f-LEI T
o B ABATREEIT .
o CATHAET.
o Dl stE T
0213.3 “I asked three times before he agreed.” Which word fits? F[1] 7 =¥ Ath

n I

o



e A X

e B. f

« C.oat

« D.H

0213.4 Build: “He got up as early as six.”

Arrange all chunks: it / 3t / &K T . / 7554

0213.5 The meeting starts at nine. Li arrived at 8:30; Wang strolled in at 9:30. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B [ vs W4 (just now: adverb vs time-word)
0214.1 Complete: “What did you say just now?” ..
0214.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A WIFRFIK.

o B. FHIHNI.

o« C. FWIFIZ.

« D. NIfR%.

0214.3 WIA{R{T: is correct, but MI{R{T: is not.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

e VA AT

0214.4 Build: “Someone called you just now.”
Arrange all chunks: N4 / 454k / BN/ FTHLIE.

0214.5 You knock on your friend’s door; her roommate says she left a few minutes
ago. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B E M vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er)

0215.1 Complain: “The soup is a bit salty.” ¥ ........ .

0215.2 Ask for change: “Could you walk a little faster?”

o A RRE—RPENS?

o B. {RBEEA FUPRIG?

o CARAEER—RNg?

o« D. {RAEA RPRAENS?

0215.3 Build: “It’s a bit expensive; can you make it a little cheaper?”
Arrange all chunks: EEE. / — 5057 / XNE A5/,
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0215.4 IihF S5 is a natural compliment.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0215.5 The shoes fit badly and you want to ask for another size. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B 1 vs X (again: future vs past)

0216.1 Ask politely: “Please try again.” {§ ........ it—K.

0216.2 Fill both gaps: i F>E BRET, BAWTNH kR,
« ALFH .

« B. X .. X

e« C.H .. X

« D. ¥ .. H

0216.3 Build: “Come again next time!”
Arrange all chunks: F{K / F / WGEAR / k!
0216.4 BHR X E BT T is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0216.5 You visited the Great Wall last year. This year you went again, and next year
you want to go once more. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B 7 vs Bk (late vs early)

0213.1 F

Eleven is later than the expected ten, so use 7.
0213.2 D. fib-E£ it sl 1.

fih-E S 2 T presents seven as early. 4~ would express the opposite expectation; ]
is not universally banned after 4.

0213.3 B. 4

Three requests means more effort than expected, so 7.

0213.4 Ath /S SRR T .

Time + H + Verb + 7.

0213.5 One possible response: /N2 \ 2B ut#| T, /DEILEEAR,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
3 sentences about the past normally take : fth/\ S 5tE| 1.

o Use fib+ &4 8| as the simple late-arrival model. This is not a ban on | in every
sentence containing 7.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B [ vs W4 (just now: adverb vs time-word)
0214.1 {14

Only the time word F|4" can start the sentence.
0214.2 C. NI 5.

M stands right before the verb; it cannot start the sentence, and it is not used for a
past state like fR1T-.

0214.3 True.

Wi 74" can describe a state a moment ago; Mi usually goes before a verb and is not used
for a past state like fR{T.

0214.4 WIAHG NGEARITHLIE .
NIZA + B AN + %4 + person + FTHL{E.
0214.5 One possible response: | A HE7T .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
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e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [ never starts the sentence: FENIIZMR, not WIFIZMR. WA may come first: KA
KIZRT .

M + verb usually has no : FRI%]. K|A sentences take | normally: fBKI|AE
T.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B A H vs — & (a bit too... vs a little ...er)
0215.1 4 &5
A & + Adj for something slightly unwelcome.

0215.2 C. YRAEE P f?

Verb + Adj + — & asks for “a little more ..”.

0215.3 XA /5, REMEHE—MM?

A5+ Adj (complaint), then Adj + — & (request).

0215.4 False.

A & usually goes with unwelcome qualities. Say i fR L=
0215.5 One possible response: XA /N, A RK—Smgng?

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o A5 goes before the adjective: 5 5 5¢, not HA &.

o — 5 goes after the adjective: f'H— 5, not

NN

“a little of7: —fH7K).
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

—SAEH (— 5 before a noun means

INN

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 1 vs X (again: future vs past)

0216.1 7

A request for a future repeat takes -

0216.2 D. ¥ .. i

The cold already came back (X ); the check-up is still to come ().
0216.3 IP/R IR R !

Time word + H- + verb for a future repeat.



0216.4 True.
N can look ahead for a repeat that is certain to come.

0216.5 One possible response: F44E AT KK, BHERLREHE.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Past repetition: ¥, not F: MFER KT, not MVEREE T .

 Future plan or request: J, not X: B RKFH, not K X ¥ (unless it is a pre-
dictable repeat).

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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