Complex Sentence Patterns
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

BT ... # / B (except / besides)

B Everyone except me

e Your whole class went to the concert, but you were ill at home.

e BTHR, KFEHET. - “Everyone went except me.”

B RT A (BA), # ... = except A
e BT A, (B) & ... = “except for A, all ..”: A is left out of the group.
o DAAP can follow A: & T3 PASP. The #f is needed in this meaning.

BRTEMX, RERE LK.
chi le xing qi tian wo méi tian dou shang ban
Word guide: BT — except; E¥IR — Sunday; I — I; &K — every day; #f — all; 3T

— work.

f&7 ..., #B ... except

link who verb
BRT AR WET
chule wo dajia dou qu le

except me everyone went

BT A, 3 /.. =besides A
e BT A, & B = “besides A, also B”: A is included and more is added.
« BTHIX, MRS PEHIE. — “Besides Chinese, he can also speak Japanese.”

BT X, ELPHE.

chi le Zhong wén ta hdi hut shuo Ri yu

Word guide: & 7T — besides; 3 — Chinese; fii — he; if — also; 2 — can; Jii — speak;
H1iE — Japanese.
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B # excludes, & adds
o BTIR, KFHEZET =1did not go. [T Fk, /N2 ET = Xiao Li went as well

as 1me.

o Put #B / & / 1 after the subject of the second clause: KFEHRZE T, not HRRKFK %
T.

B With a verb phrase
e %7 can take an action: RETER, BAEBBEWKEE. — “At weekends, besides

reading, I also like running.”

o MBRTIZEERME. — “All he does is eat and sleep.” (except eating, it is sleeping)
B T RE R R b

ta chi le chi jiu shi shui
Word guide: fifi — he; J& T — apart from; Iz — eating; §f2 — it’s just; [ — sleeping.

B Recap

o« BT A (PASD), &R ... = except A (A is left out).
« BT A (PASP), 3B / 8 ... = besides A (A plus more).

Practise this pattern step by step.

M .. E (if ...)

B A trip that depends on the weather

e You are planning a trip to the Great Wall but the forecast is uncertain.

o MBHRXTNHIE, RITREXEBE. — “If it rains tomorrow, we’ll stay home

and watch a film.”

B 18] + condition + HiE

o MR ... BIE = “if ... 915 closes the condition; either word may be dropped in
speech.

o WRTRRY, NIAYIE, AR IYAYEE all mean “if it rains”.
TWHE, BRAET .
xid yu de hud wo jiu bi qu le

Word guide: "Ny — rain; B3 — if; 3& — I; i — then; K — not; % — go.

IR . B9E, B f

verb

MARERY

jit zai jia kan dianying

rigud mingtian xia yt de hua women

YNRBAR TRAIE ‘ A |

if it rains tomorrow we will watch a film at home




B QOffers and advice

o REEFERTE, PTAFER. — “If you have any questions, you can ask me.”
o WMRRBTHIE, BMKRE—T. — “If you're tired, have a rest.”

A R, FTAMR.

ni you wen ti de hua ké yi wen wo
Word guide: f — you; & — have; [A]i8 — questions; 3§ — if; A DA — can; i) — ask; &,
— me.

B The condition comes first

o Put the IR clause before the result: ANRARG IR, HKFFk, not Ik F ALK
A A (English order).
o MJ3E goes at the end of the condition, not after the result.

B 3R in speech
o ELR is a spoken “if”: FUBARAMEMIE, % T .
o It works with 1J35 and 3 exactly like Y5

BRHRAEE, RAET.

yao shi ni bu xidng qu jiu bié qu le

Word guide: 32 — if; /K — you; A — don’t; 8 — want to; & — go; #t — then; 5l —
don’t; % — go.

B Recap
o« TR /ER ... (WIS, ) ... =if .., then ..; either FIH or {Y3F may be dropped.

o The condition comes first, #JiF closes it.
Practise this pattern step by step.

mME ... , B ... (if ..., then ...)

B If the tickets are cheap
* You and a friend are checking flights for the holiday.

. MBRVEMSE, RMNMLEWE. — “If the plane tickets are cheap, we'll go to

Hainan.”

B R A, (Subject) Bt B

o W A, Bt B = “if A, then B”. 3 links the result to the condition.

o 3 goes after the subject of the result clause: {IRARIE, FKitSRE X
WMRERK, BRESBEREN.

i guo ni ldi wo jiv hui hén gao xing

Word guide: fIH — if; /R — you; & — come; T — I; 5t — then; £ — will; 2 — very; &
> — happy.

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn

MR ..., #...if ..., then ...

LIES NEEE A b wagistE]
ragud jipiao pianyi women jit qU Hainan
if flights are cheap we will go to Hainan

B Plans, warnings, advice

o Warning: TIRRAREIL, BLRP]. — “If you don’t hurry, you'll be late.”
o Advice: WIBRAER, MEFELEIE., — “If you're not well, go and see a doctor.”

WRERARARIL, MR,

ri guo ni bi kuai dianr jiu hui chi dao

Word guide: #1M — if; {8 — you; A — don’t; R — hurry; & JL — a bit; §f — then; £ —

will; 3R %] — be late.

B 3 after the subject

o Subject first, then #f: FitZ, not FLEZE.

e Do not use ffPA for “then” after N5: YR TN, FewiAZ, not W TR, FrPA
TAE.

B 8 versus FN

o N5 is a possibility that may or may not happen: @I TN, FAZE.

o [H°K is a fact that already holds: KN FRY, FrPAFREZ.

FATR, FIAREKZE.

Yin wet Tia YU suo yi wo méi qu

Word guide: [K°f — because; NN — it rained; fFPA — so; & — I; % — didn’t; & — go.
B Recap

o M A, Subject + Bt + B = if A, then B.

o 3 follows the subject; Y pairs with B, K- with FrPA.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AE ..., WA ... (not only ... but also)

B Not only cheap

» You are recommending a new restaurant to a friend who is hard to please.

o XFPIEAMEMEE, WHEMEIZ. — “This restaurant isn’t only cheap, it’s also

delicious.”



"RME A, H B
« AME A, WiH B = “not only A, but also B”: B adds a further, often stronger,
point.
e M H can be followed by if or t: | HiARIF1Z.
WAHKIER, WHEABEE.
ta bu dan hui chang ge ér qié hui tido wi
Word guide: i — she; A {H — not only; £ — can; K — sing; [ H. — but also; & —
can; BkIE — dance.
A8 ..., @A ....notonly ..., butalso ...

verb

XHRIRIE

zhe jia fanguan

R4z

hén haocht

MEEE me
bdadan pianyi érqié

this restaurant is not only cheap but also tasty

B One subject or two

o Same subject: subject first, then AN{H: fBAN{HESBH, WHMBZE . — “He’s not

only clever but also hard-working.”

o Different subjects: A {H before the first subject: AMEIRER, W HRFKXBER.

— “Not only do I like it, my friend does too.”

AMERER, THRAKBER.

bt dan wo xv huan ér qié¢ wo péng you yé xi huan

Word guide: AN{H — not only; & — I; =3k — like it; [fij H — but also; & — my; A& —
friend; tH — too; =¥ — likes it.

B Where RH goes

o One subject: i A{HERAH, not AN EABHEAH.
e Two subjects: AMEF=EW, 1M HAMHE =K — ANH goes before the first subject.

B 1fj H. alone, and R4
e M H. can stand alone to add a point: KSMEX, MHETEH T — “It’s cold, and it’s

snowing t00.”

e AAY is a more written synonym of AN{H: AN ... M H. ...
XEMYE, MATET.

tian qi hen léng ér qié xia xué le
Word guide: K, — the weather; ff — very; ¥ — cold; [l H. — and also; 25 — snow.

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn

B Recap
« MH A, TWiH B = not only A, but also B.
e One subject: after it; two subjects: before the first. Jiij H. can stand alone; ANY is

more formal.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

BT .. # / B (except / besides)

0711.1 Complete: “Besides tea, I also drink coffee” [T 4%, F& oo TEINIHE.,
0711.2 In [ T/NE, FATEEWNZH Y, does Xiao Wang like spicy food?

o A. Yes, and so do the others.

e B. Yes, he likes it most.

o C. The sentence does not say.

» D. No, he is the exception.

0711.3 Build: “I work every day except Sunday.”

Arrange all chunks: f TE#IRK / FBGK / # LI /

0711.4 &7 3¢, fiif<i H1E means he speaks both Chinese and Japanese.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0711.5 Your whole class went to the concert, but you were ill at home. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

"R L S ()

0712.1 Complete: “If you have time, come to my place.” YR WA ........., EFFKIE,
0712.2 Which sentence has natural Chinese word order?

o A IRATEAH, WRBIRRTGHI.

o B QPRI R RAUFRYTE, RATEXAH.

o C. BIRHIR KA, HAMIEAR.

o D. EATWRE ARG, BIRRATGE .

0712.3 Build: “If you have any questions, you can ask me.”
Arrange all chunks: )3 / |3k, / RE RS/, A]PA
0712.4 32 is a spoken word for “if”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0712.5 You are planning a trip to the Great Wall but the forecast is uncertain. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in



English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

=R . Bk ... (if .., then ..)

0713.1 Complete: “If you come, I'll cook for you.” UNFARE, FK ...
0713.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AFWAER, AL

o BARTE, BIEAZL.

o COHUERTH, AL,

o D.WERTFN, FrPARAE.

0713.3 Build: “If you’re not well, go and see a doctor.”

Arrange all chunks: , / BEEAEM. / WRAIRAER / A

0713.4 A/ N describes a possibility; @15 N[ describes a fact.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

- BRI -

0713.5 You and a friend are checking flights for the holiday. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B R ..., MH .. (not only ... but also)

0714.1 Complete: “He not only speaks Chinese, but also speaks French.” fth A {H<:
VS, . DUREIE.

0714.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A MAEARR, AR H.

o B ABREAE, T HARM.

o CMEMAR S, T AR,

o D fCAEAR R, 1 HARM.

0714.3 Build: “Not only do I like it, my friend does too.”
Arrange all chunks: , / T HFKMAA / BER. /| AMEKERK
0714.4 1 H. can be used on its own to add a point.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0714.5 You are recommending a new restaurant to a friend who is hard to please.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

BT .. #8 / & (except / besides)

0711.1 &

7T .. i ... adds to A.

0711.2 D. No, he is the exception.

&7 .. &P .. leaves Xiao Wang out of the group.
0711.3 [T EWIR, & RKH I,

7T A, subject + #B + verb.

0711.4 True.

it adds to what &7 introduced.

0711.5 One possible response: [ T3k, KFHET .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o« BTIR, KFHEZET =1did not go. [T Ik, /N2 ET = Xiao Li went as well

as 1me.

o Put #B / & / B after the subject of the second clause: KFHRZE T, not HRRKFK %
T.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

m AR R (if )
0712.1 (3%

MiE closes the condition.

0712.2 B. fIERBIR KRG, FRATEA .

The condition comes first.

0712.3 VRA KT, 7T LAFRF.

Condition + A9Jif, then the result.

0712.4 True.

B (M%) works like 415

0712.5 One possible response: K TFWILE, BRITIAELXEHRE .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.



o Put the I3 clause before the result: fIRARABIE], FFFe, not FFFe U RAR
A A (English order).

o % goes at the end of the condition, not after the result.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

B AR .., B .. (if .., then ..)

0713.1 it

R ., subject + B ...

0713.2 C. fUARTHY, A%,

W5 pairs with 3f, placed after the subject.

0713.3 WERIRAE IR, WiEAHBEEE.

N5 + condition, B + advice.

0713.4 False.

It is the other way round: [Hk = a fact, Y5 = a possibility.

0713.5 One possible response: IR, FATHEEEEE.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Subject first, then #f: iz, not FLIZE.

o Do not use fArPA for “then” after fIR: R, FIAZE, not WR TN, BrLA
AL

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

" RE .., TGH ..
0714.1 1M H.

AME A, TMH B.
0714.2 D. fiAEARF, T HARN.

With one subject, A~{H follows the subject.
0714.3 AMEFLEI, 1M HIABEWK .
Two subjects: AN{H before the first.
0714.4 True.

KRAARE, MHTET.
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(not only ... but also)

0714.5 One possible response: X ZUEANEEE, 1M AR,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o One subject: i A{HERAH, not ANEABEERA.

e Two subjects: AMHEF=WR, 1M HAMHE =K — ANH goes before the first subject.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



