Comparison Patterns
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

B ... ¥ GB3¥) (compared with ...)

B Your city or mine?

o A friend from Shanghai is visiting your small town and finds everything slower and
quieter.

o« BEWH, XILEHLT. — “Compared with Shanghai, it’s much quieter here.”

"B+ B+ I (&K, A ..

« B B K (&%) = “compared with B” sets up the comparison first; the comment
on A follows.

o It often starts the sentence, separated by a comma: FRFE4FEL, SERNE KRZEL
T.

BRELEW, SERET .

gen qu nidn bl jin nidn ré duo le

Word guide: ¥R — with; Z:4F — last year; [, — compared; 4-4F — this year; #t — hot;
% — much.

PR A tb, B + adjective + 7T

link where verb

= A =

IR _EiBLE X)L 25 %7
gén Shanghai bi zher anjing duo le

compared with Shanghai here quiet much more

B After the subject
o+ The phrase can follow the subject: FRIBREEFHLER, BRHEEE. — “Compared

with my brother, I'm still rather short.”
o Al can replace fi: FLxtt, JINBRAISZ .

AR, NG
hé Béi jing bi Gudng zhou nudn huo de duo
Word guide: Fll — with; Jb 5L — Beijing; . — compared; | — Guangzhou; BBl —
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warm; 52 — much more.

B Do not add I, twice

o After 8 B kb, the comment uses a plain adjective (+ £ 7T / —&): Li£ T, not
WWLHZT.
o Keep IR before B: i} Fifglt, not IR Fifg.

B .. versus A £ B
o A It B + Adj is one tight sentence: X JLH, %05,

o B E, A .. sets the scene first, which suits longer descriptions and opinions.

XL B¥gaE.

zheér bi Shang hdi an jing

Word guide: 3% )L — here; [t — than; ' — Shanghai; Z7%% — quiet.

B Recap

« BB /M BHK GEE), A+ Adj = compared with B, A is ..

« No second H, in the comment; £ T or — i often follow the adjective.
Practise this pattern step by step.

It ... ® / 3 (even more than)

B Already tall, and even taller

e Your friend is already tall, but her younger sister, only fourteen, is taller still.

o WS, MWikikLMIER. — “She’s tall, and her younger sister is even taller.”

B AKB-+ B /& + Adjective

o T or 3B before the adjective = “even more”: B is already Adj, and A goes beyond
it.

o [ comes first, then ¥ or if, then the bare adjective: L 5EIT:, FLIFERIAE.

SRHHERER .

Jin tian bi zud tian géng léng

Word guide: 4K — today; H. — than; WER — yesterday; B — even more; & — cold.

A Lt B i + adjective: even more

who link verb

ek RS n 4t i =

her sister than her even taller




B iR adds surprise

e T is neutral and common in writing: X/ AT I,

« A sounds more surprised or emphatic in speech: XAE IR ABE! — “This dish
is even spicier than that one!”

XA RN BK !

zhé ge cai bi na ge hdi la

Word guide: X4~ — this; 3% — dish; k¢ — than; A4~ — that one; if — even; # — spicy.

B 18 does not belong in K, sentences

« Use ¥ or if for “even more”, never i or E%: ¥ 5, not LR 5.

o B/ if go after the I phrase, before the adjective: FFEHAT:, not B ELFAT:.

B ¥ without }¢
« T also works alone when the comparison is clear: FRERIx, EREEZRKIMHE,

“I like tea, but I like coffee even more.”
e if in this sense needs the [, comparison.

REFRIMHE .

wo géng xt huan ka fei

Word guide: F& — I; B — even more; B3¢ — like; IIME — coffee.

B Recap

« AKBE /if + Adj = A is even more Adj than B (B is already Adj).

e if sounds more emphatic; B also works without .. Never {8 or JE# before the

adjective in a [ sentence (fli L FAR T X); FRZ or — 45 JL after it is fine: fib b3
FfRZ.

Practise this pattern step by step.

I ... Adj + £7T (much more than)

B Plane or train?

* You are choosing how to get from Beijing to Guangzhou. The train takes eight
hours, the plane three.

o UMM KFERELT . — “Flying is much faster than taking the train.”

"AWB+ Adj+ 2T / BE
e Adj + £7T or Adj + 8% after a [ comparison = “much more ...".
o The degree comes after the adjective, never before it.

XAWIERBE .
zhé jian bi na jian gui de duo
Word guide: X — this; 4} — (measure word); H — than; # — that; {4 — one; 5¢ -
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expensive; 184 — much more.

tt + adjective + £7 / —s=: by how much

how link verb
=Y nd YN RET
zuo féiji bi zu6 hudché kuai duo le
flying than the train much faster

B A little, or by how much

o —m / — for “alittle more”: & RHHERIM— . — “Today is a bit hotter than
yesterday.”

« An exact amount also goes after the adjective: BHIRIK =%, — “He’s three years
older than me.”

L RR=% .

ta bi wo da san sui

Word guide: fi, — he; . — than; 3 — me; K — older; =% — three years.

B The amount comes last

e Say fRZ T, not ZT or RRZL T : the degree follows the adjective.
« Put an exact difference after the adjective: K=2%', not =% K in a H sentence.

B £7 versus (8%

o Both mean “much more”; £ 7 is a little more spoken, 5% a little more neutral.
o £7 also works without [, for a change: FFIHFZ2 T — “I'm much better now.”

REEHZ T .

wo de bing hao duo le
Word guide: F& — my; 4 — illness; - — better; £ — much.
B Recap

e« AWB+ Adj + 2T / B£ = much more; + — g = a little more; + amount
= by that much.

o Every degree word or amount comes after the adjective.

Practise this pattern step by step.



N1 + & + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

B Growing up fast

e Your nephew was tiny last year; now he reaches your shoulder.

o BRI LAET! — “He's almost as tall as me!”

" A+F+B+ (X4 /BA) + Adjective

« AF B (FBA) + Adj = “A is as Adj as B”: A reaches B’s level.

« It is often used in questions and with |t or B4 fMHREL? — “Is he as tall as
you?”

A R ?

ta you ni gao ma

Word guide: fifi — he; F — is as ... as; /R — you; /5 — tall.

A E B (X4) + adjective: as ... as

who when link verb
ARY —
ftt (S =) BXAE 7
ta kuai you w0 zheme gao le
he almost as ... as my height (change)

B Reaching a level

o XAVUIREBEIRIBAL K. — “This watermelon is as big as a basketball.”

o With 24 REPXELEREMWIBLIFT . — “My Chinese is already as good as
his.”

XA NG BIRIRAK

zhé ge xi gua you ldn qiv na me da

Word guide: X4~ — this; P§J\ — watermelon; F — is as .. as; {58k — a basketball; H[S

4, — so0; K — big.

B Bare adjective, and ¥4 for “not as”

« No fR: HhAR4 15, not A AR 5.
o The negative is ¥4, which you know already: fth{% 3= — “He isn’t as tall as
me.”
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A .. B4 versus PR ... —FE

o R B —F£ + Adj says the two are equal: fBFRFR—HFE5.

« A B4 + Adj says A reaches B’s level, often as a question or a surprise: fii /g
X 2 i ?

fERE—RER .

ta gen wo yi yang gao

Word guide: fiti — he; JR — and; F — I; —#£ — equally; /5 — tall.

B Recap

« AKF B (XA/FA) + Adj = A is as Adj as B, A reaches B’s level.

o Common in questions and with R / £.£; negative & f .

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

R .. K (Bk) (compared with ...)

0402.1 Complete: “Compared with last month, I'm much busier.” ..
KLz 7.

0402.2 Which sentence is correct?

o ABRAEECHE, B

o B HERALS, iR

o C.opRJbH, RilgHH—ri.

o D.ERAEH, EHEHEH— AL

0402.3 Build: “Compared with Beijing, Guangzhou is much warmer.”

Arrange all chunks: BEf115Z%. /, /7N / FidbRe

0402.4 R FiLE, XILEFZ T and XL E#LHRZ T compare the same two

places.

S e O E =

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0402.5 A friend from Shanghai is visiting your small town and finds everything slower
and quieter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B .. ¥E / #® (even more than)

0403.1 Complete: “This one is even cheaper than that one” X~HCIRAS oo 8
Ho

0403.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A IR AEF TR .



o B. b L IRARTEHH

o C.ft[LFLTHEH] .

o D. {5 L FRAEH] .

0403.3 Build: “I like tea, but I like coffee even more.”
Arrange all chunks: |, {HI / FERES / HEK / MHE.
0403.4 Wikl o hiA = implies that she is already quite tall.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0403.5 Your friend is already tall, but her younger sister, only fourteen, is taller still.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Y. Adj + £7T (much more than)
0404.1 Complete: “This room is much bigger than that one.” X~ F[a] LA K

e 0

0404.2 Which says “My sister is two years younger than me.”?

o AIRIRIS TR/

o B IRIKIIRANFIZ .

o C.IRIERIEIKRPIZ /)N,

o D.IRIRIGIRAR/ DS

0404.3 Build: “Today is a bit hotter than yesterday.”
Arrange all chunks: FCHER / &K/ #/ —if.
0404.4 IR IHZ2 T needs H to be correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0404.5 You are choosing how to get from Beijing to Guangzhou. The train takes eight
hours, the plane three. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it
in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B N1+ A + N2+ Adj (as ... as)

0405.1 Ask: “Is your hometown as cold as Harbin?” {RIIFK % ... BGIRY
ng?

0405.2 Which sentence is correct?
o A fiX2HI .

« B A EIRX A

o C BB
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IO
S
S
o3H
o
N
o

« DA AR

0405.3 Build: “This watermelon is as big as a basketball.”
Arrange all chunks: IFA K. / XANPIK /B / EBR
0405.4 The negative of G I 5 is AT .

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0405.5 Your nephew was tiny last year; now he reaches your shoulder. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B R ... WK (GER) (compared with ...)

0402.1 f§

R / Fl + B + H sets up the comparison.

0402.2 A. JRALECEL, Bilg#h—xi.

After f} B I, the comment is a plain adjective, with no second L.

0402.3 FIdtatl, J7INEFIEZ .

M B e, then A + Adj + 5%.

0402.4 True.

Both say this place is much quieter than Shanghai.

0402.5 One possible response: R Fifflt, XILEEHZ T .

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o After J§ B I, the comment uses a plain adjective (+ £ 7T / —&): Li£ T, not
WEZHL T

o Keep IR before B: fR_FiE L, not HLER_FV.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ... ¥E /#® (even more than)

0403.1

lb B+ & /it + Adj.

0403.2 C. fib L FLTEL A .

B follows the Lt phrase; f§ and JE#% do not go in a [, sentence.
0403.3 FeE s, HILE Rk,

B can work without H, when the comparison is clear.

0403.4 True.

it / B = even more, so the person compared with is already tall.
0403.5 One possible response: R E, MRk HIAE .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Use ¥ or if for “even more”, never fi or JE5: A5 5, not HLALAR 5.
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o B / ik go after the LY phrase, before the adjective: HLFKFAT:, not B ELFRT:.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B I ..Adj + £7T (much more than)

0404.1 £ 7

Adj + £7T / 5% = much more.

0404.2 B. IRk FLF/NH S .

The exact difference follows the adjective.

0404.3 4 R HHERA— .

A B+ Adj + — 4.

0404.4 False.

%7 can describe a change on its own: “much better now”.

0404.5 One possible response: AR KHLELAR kK ZERZ T,

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Say LT, not ZT or £ T : the degree follows the adjective.
« Put an exact difference after the adjective: K=2%', not =% K in a H sentence.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B N1+ F + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

0405.1 &

A A B #H4 + Adj asks whether A reaches B’s level.
0405.2 D. g IX 245 .

fi A FeixX 45 is right: A 5 B (IX4) + bare adjective, “as tall as me”. ff is not used
in a comparison, and JX4 comes before the adjective.
0405.3 X474 JIA IEBRIE 24K .

A+ fF + B+ A4 + Adj.

0405.4 True.

%A is the negative of the # comparison.

0405.5 One possible response: filitA X4 E T!

Check meaning and form:



o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

No fR: A2, not A bR .

e The negative is %74, which you know already: fhy% A I 5 — “He isn’t as tall as

b2

me.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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