Basic/Simple Sentence Patterns
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Place + Verb + ¥ + Noun (existential)

B Describing a room

e You are writing to a friend about your new flat and want to say what is in it.
o 3% FHEE—3KHE. — “There’s a map hanging on the wall”

B Place + Verb + ¥ + (number + MW) + Noun

o Place + Verb 4+ # + Noun describes what is in a place and how it is there:
hanging, lying, standing, sitting.

e The place comes first, with no £: £ T FIE—475.

R EBE—44.

zhuo zi shang fang zhe yi bén shu

Word guide: H-F — table; I — on; i — lie; & — (state); —4% — a; 45 — book.

Place + verb + & + thing: what is there

where verb thing
&k E2 — oK HE]
gidng shang gua zhe yi zhang ditd
on the wall hangs a map

B People and things
o T1OWHFMELA. — “There are lots of people standing at the door.”
. BLEEEMABFE. — “His name is written on the book.”
NTOEREZA.

mén kou zhan zhe hén duo rén
Word guide: []I1 — the door; %fj — stand; # — (state); &£ — many; A — people.
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B Place first, specific verb
o Do not start with ¥£: 5% F3H:E—5KiH, not FERE FH:E—ikim.

o The noun is usually new and unspecific (—ik, /£): FF FiE—45, not 5
T FHCEIRA .

B Versus B

o B EA—HHE just says a map exists there.
o B FHEE—IKHLE also shows the way it is there (hanging); it paints the scene.
B PR KA.

qidng shang you yi zhang di tu

Word guide: 3% — wall; I — on; /g — there is; —3k — a; #i[& — map.

B Recap

o Place + Verb + ¥ + Noun = there is ..
place.

o Place first, no 7£; the noun is usually new (—5K, f2£). F only says it exists.

(lying / hanging / standing) in a

Practise this pattern step by step.

# 4+ QW + 3 + QW (whatever you like)

® You choose

¢ You take a visiting friend to dinner and want her to order anything she likes.

o RIENZAT /Aﬁnﬂ’r 2. — “Eat whatever you like.”

B 4+ QW + Bt + Verb 4+ same QW

o (Subject) # + Verb + QW, ¥ + Verb + same QW = do whatever /
wherever / whenever you want.

o The same question word appears twice, and the same verb usually repeats: 8%
W J Lt WK L.

BRI LR EER L.

ni xidng qu nar jiu qu ndar

Word guide: {R — you; 8 — want; & — go; B[ JL — where; 5t — then; & — go; WfJL —

there.



What ... #t what: whatever you like

question word link

R8Iz A 5L

ni xiang chi shénme jiu

Ay A

chi shénme

whatever you want then eat that

" With 4, BJL, A28, ¥
o ATABMRES, BM2aER. — “Come whenever you're free.”
. WAEEHE, — “Whoever wants to go can go.”
WREEEE.
shéi xidng qu shéi qu
Word guide: i — whoever; #H — wants; % — go; # — that person; % — goes.
B Same word twice

o Use the same question word in both halves: BNz A5z 4, not FENZAH4 5k
Z A

o This is a statement, not a question: no "} and no question mark.

B Versus Ff#E

o Pff# = “as you like” on its own: A: iZfH+47 B: Fhf#.

o The QW..QW pattern says exactly what is free to choose: fHEZ /DKL /b —
“Buy as many as you want.”

BEZPREED.

xiang mai duo shao jiv mdi duo shao

Word guide: 28 — want; 3£ — buy; £/ — how many; 5t — then; 3£ — buy; £/ — that

many.

B Recap
e 4+ V +QW, ¥+ V + same QW = do whatever /wherever /whenever you

want.

o Same question word twice; it is a statement, not a question.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Question Word + #f (every / all)

B Everyone likes her

¢ A new teacher has just started at your school, and every student is talking about
her

o YEEREWRIM. - “Everyone likes her.”

B Question word + #B /
« QW + #B + Verb = every-, any-: #E# (everyone), fHA%R (everything), B JLER

(everywhere).
o The question word goes before & and the verb, not after the verb.

A28

wo shén me dou chi
Word guide: & — I; ff+4 — anything; & — all; 17 — eat.

Question word + #B / t: everyone, nothing

question word link verb who
S =gk
i3 #B BN 4t
shéi dou xihuan ta
everyone all like her

B With A / #: nobody, nothing, nowhere

o flfFAHBYL. — “He didn’t say anything.”

o BERRBRBILEAESE. — “I don’t want to go anywhere this weekend.”
fistt- 2 H BB

ta shén me yé méi shuo

Word guide: i — he; 4 — anything; 1 — (at all); % — not; ¥ — say.

® Word order

o The QW moves before #5 / #,: AT AHNZ, not FIZAAHD.
o In the negative, #, and #B both work: A WALENZ | A AEAEHIZ.



B With a noun: Bf + MW 4+ Noun + &}
o WA / BFFF + noun + #H = any of them: WFASEHEFHZ — “Every dish is

delicious.”

o fHAmHEERR] DA — “Any time is fine.”

AN SEER I

nd ge cai dou hdo chi

Word guide: W14~ — every; 3% — dish; #f — all; {7 — delicious.

B Recap

« QW + # + Verb = every-/any-: S, fH-285, WEJLHS, H4 BH5HE.

« QW + #1/#f + A /¥ = no-one, nothing, nowhere. The QW comes before #f.
Practise this pattern step by step.

BOE# (more and more)

B The city keeps changing

e You go back to your hometown after five years: more cars, more tall buildings,
more people.

e RPUESBEBERT ., — “My hometown is getting more and more beautiful.”

BBk + Adjective
o Subject + BB + Adj (+ T) = “more and more ..”: a quality keeps growing

over time.
e T at the end is common because the sentence reports a change: KL T .

RERBRLRT .
tian qi yué lai yue léng le
Word guide: KX, — the weather; #3# — more and more; & — cold.

Hiskid + adjective: more and more

where link verb

BHKRZS e LA T
wo de jiaxiang yueladiyue piaoliang le
my hometown more and more beautiful (change)
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B Feelings and abilities that grow

« Feeling verbs fit too: FRFRRFRBERXMIRTT T - — “I like this city more and more.”
» So do verbs of ability with an object: fB#RMSMIR T, — “He is getting better
and better at cooking.”

RBRABEIX NI T -

wo yue ldi yué xv huan zhe ge chéng shi le
Word guide: F, — I; #3€# — more and more; =¥ — like; X4~ — this; ¥ETT — city.

B One degree word only

o No 1R or JE% after MO8 B BT, not BRBAR &

o HIE#E comes after the subject and before the adjective: fiE#E), not Heik
RN

B RSk versus B ... @ ..
o UK has one quality that grows with time.
o i A B B links two things: the more A, the more B: Wil Fi#i K — “The rain is

getting heavier and heavier (the longer it rains).”

MR TR

yu yué ria yue da

Word guide: [ — the rain; # — the more; '§ — falls; # — the more; & — heavy.
B Recap

o BIORM + Adj (+ T) = more and more ..., a change over time.

« Bare adjective after it, no ff; feeling verbs such as =¥ also work.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question words as “some- / any-"

B Do you want anything?

¢ Your friend is going to the shop and offers to bring something back for you.

o RELFILAAL?
thing”, not “what”.

— “Do you want to buy anything?” Here {4 means “any-

B Question word + M = something / anything

e In a Mg question, a question word becomes indefinite: f}*4 = anything, i =
anyone, f JL = anywhere.

o REMILTIG? — “Did you go anywhere?” (compare {REBEILT? — “Where did
you go?”)

YRABIZAT AN ?

ni xidng chi shén me ma



Word guide: 4R — you; #8 — want; Iz — eat; f+4 — anything.

ft4 in a 'g question: anything

who verb question word
S /%
R 23X =) LA ig
ni yao mai dianr shénme ma
you want to buy anything ?

B In negatives and guesses

o BAMEAHZ. — “Idon’t really want to eat anything.”
o With 458 or "HE: MBFRAEFLEH.
mind.”
BB 23
ta hdo xiang you shén me shi
Word guide: fi — he; #1% — seems; f — have; ff4 — something; Z — matter.

— “He seems to have something on his

B I changes the meaning

o REMH A7 asks “What are you buying?”; #REA 4 M? asks “Are you buying
anything?”

o AN + Verb + {4 is a mild “not much / nothing in particular”, weaker than {2
HA.

B Versus QW + #f
o BAZEARENZ = “I don’t want to eat anything at all” (total).
o BAENZAH 4 = “I don't feel like eating anything in particular” (softer).

B2 HA B

wo shén me dou bu xidng chi
Word guide: F, — I; f}+4 — anything; & — (at all); /& — not; £ — want; Iz — eat.
B Recap

o In Mg questions, negatives and guesses, a QW = some-/any-: f{+4 = anything, 1
= anyone.

o AN+ V + fI4 is soft; AFAHBA is total.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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A7 (in order to / for the sake of)

B Why so early?

¢ Your roommate gets up at five every morning during the exam season.

o ATH EIFKRE, MEBRALEERET . — “In order to get into a good university,

she gets up at five every day to study.”

B 57T + goal, action

e N7T 4+ goal = “in order to, for the sake of”; it usually starts the sentence, then
the action follows.

o The goal can be a verb phrase or a noun: & {8, N T #% T
AT RAE, figREE.

wéi le jian kang ta méi tian pdo bu

Word guide: ST — for; £ — health; fif — he; &K — every day; fif — runs.

AT + goal: in order to

link who

when

= =
AT ELWFKRF it BRAR
weile kao shang hao daxué ta méi tian wu dian
to get into a good university she at 5 every day
verb
-

FERFS]

qichudng xuéxi

gets up to study

B 25T to explain a reason
o REHTRNTHEPETIE. — “I'm learning Chinese so that I can work in China.”

o 2N comes after the action and states the purpose.

REPIRAT EHEITE,

wo xué Zhong wén shi wéi le qu Zhong gud gong zuo

Word guide: & — I; 2% — learn; #73¢ — Chinese; & — is; "5 T — in order to; & — go to;
H1[E — China; TAE — work.



B Purpose, not cause

e AT gives a goal; for a cause, use FA: FAH M, FEZE, not T .

o In careful speech, put 27 first or use /25 7 after the action: fh&F REIH 2K
TR

B 5T versus BN
o AT looks forward to a goal: & T4k, & H MK — “To save money, I cook

myself.”

o [R°} looks back at a cause: [F %4k, FB Ok — “Because I have no money,
I cook myself.”

FA®E, RACHEK.
yim wei méi qidn wo 2t ji zuo fan
Word guide: [K°A — because; % — have no; £ — money; & — I; HC\ — myself; fi{ifx —

cook.

B Recap

e BT + goal, action = in order to ..; action + 47T + goal explains the
purpose.

e “HT = a goal ahead; [F>f) = a cause behind.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential)

0605.1 Complete: “There’s a cat lying on the bed.” JK_ g oo — HIJf .
0605.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A B EHE K.

o B3 FH—IKEE.

o C. —ikEHER L.

o« D. feh EHAE K.

0605.3 Build: “There are lots of people standing at the door.”

Arrange all chunks: £ / ¥iF /110 / Ao

0605.4 5% [ H:EF—ikHK says how the map is there, not only that it exists.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0605.5 You are writing to a friend about your new flat and want to say what is in it.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B+ QW + 3 + QW (whatever you like)

0606.1 Complete: “Buy whatever you want.” #REESEAF AL o
0606.2 Which says “Sit wherever you like.”?

o AL PRIIEJLAR AR REAL .

o B ARAEARIR UL AR 4

o C. URACARIIE ) LAgh AR IR ) Lns?

o D. ARAEAREIE LA R L.

0606.3 Build: “Whoever wants to go can go.”

Arrange all chunks: i / %&. / f / #HZE

0606.4 1H3LZ/DEk 4/ means “buy as many as you want”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0606.5 You take a visiting friend to dinner and want her to order anything she likes.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Question Word + #f (every / all)

0607.1 Complete: “Everyone knows him.” #f .......... ATHAH.
0607.2 Which says “I don’t want to eat anything.”?

o A M AFAEERZ .

o B. IAEIZHH2HL.

o C. FHM-2AEIZ,

o D. FAF2ZHAREZ.

0607.3 Build: “He didn’t say anything.”

Arrange all chunks: . / f14 / W% / b

0607.4 WiA~ZEERIFHZ, means “every dish is delicious”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0607.5 A new teacher has just started at your school, and every student is talking
about her. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B Bk#R (more and more)

0110.1 Complete: “Your Chinese is getting better and better.” REJH L oo B
T

0110.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ZRVUARBORB S T

o B. ZRVGHRBTT .

o CHORBZARTIS T .

o D. RVUBORBARTTT

0110.3 Build: “I like this city more and more.”

Arrange all chunks: XK T, / Bk / & / =k

0110.4 #3E#E links two different things, as in “the more you practise, the better you
get.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0110.5 You go back to your hometown after five years: more cars, more tall buildings,
more people. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Question words as “some- / any-"
0608.1 What does /REIARZEHFJLTIE? mean?

o A. Did you go anywhere at the weekend?

e B. You went everywhere at the weekend.

o C. Why didn’t you go out at the weekend?

o D. Where did you go at the weekend?

0608.2 Complete: “Did anyone call me?” 4 ... Z53KFTHL 1L ?
0608.3 Build: “Do you want to eat anything?”

Arrange all chunks: f{~2 / %Iz / AR / 15?

0608.4 FX AAENZA 4 is stronger than FAH A ERAIENZ.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0608.5 Your friend is going to the shop and offers to bring something back for you.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B 57T (in order to / for the sake of)

0609.1 Complete: “To save money, I cook myself.” ......... &4k, F&H MK
0609.2 Which word fits? “Because it rained, the match was cancelled.” T,
FEFRBUH T

o AL FIPA

e« B.EANT

« C. HH

« D.HT

0609.3 Build: “I'm learning Chinese so that I can work in China.”

Arrange all chunks: TAE. / AWE / FFhC /) ZAHT

0609.4 /3T looks forward to a goal, [F>}y looks back at a cause.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0609.5 Your roommate gets up at five every morning during the exam season. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Place + Verb + ¥ + Noun (existential)

0605.1 %

Place + Verb + % -+ noun.

0605.2 A. 5% F3:EH—5KH .

The place starts the sentence, without 7.

0605.3 [ J¥EEMRZ A

Place + Verb + ¥ + noun.

0605.4 True.

%5 shows it is hanging; 7 would only say it exists.

0605.5 One possible response: i ['#H:5—ik A .

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e Do not start with ¥£: $% 35 —5KiH], not FERS FH:H—iKkim.

e The noun is usually new and unspecific (—ik, f/R£): 5+ FiCE—4A5, not 5
T EHCERA .

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B AH + QW + 3 + QW (whatever you like)

0606.1 4

The same question word repeats.

0606.2 D. YRFEARKIE LA ALE L .

M+ V+BPL, ¥+ V + WL, as a statement.

0606.3 HEAL KR

QW + #H + V, QW + V.

0606.4 True.

% /b repeats: as much/many as you want.

0606.5 One possible response: {RIENZAAMZHA4

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Use the same question word in both halves: ANz 2 5HZ 4, not FENZAH2 50
HZWRAS.
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o This is a statement, not a question: no 1 and no question mark.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Question Word + #f (every / all)

0607.1

QW + #B + verb = every-.

0607.2 D. A AHRAAHIZ o

QW + #B + A + verb.

0607.3 fluft-2 kit

Subject + QW + 1 + % + verb.

0607.4 True.

B~ 4+ noun + #F = any/every one of them.

0607.5 One possible response: {EELE Wit .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The QW moves before #5 / #,: FATAHNZ, not FIZAAHP.

o In the negative, th, and # both work: f+AWAENZ / HHAEAFENZ.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B BSk#k (more and more)

0110.1 i@k

Bkt + Adj + T reports a growing change.

0110.2 B. Z G HCEHGE T .

R VGHE BT T is right: #F# goes after the subject and takes a bare adjective.
Adding R (GBOREAR 5T, RBOREST) is wrong, and #OR# cannot come before the

subject.

0110.3 FHOR B XK T -

Subject + Bk + feeling verb + object + T .

0110.4 False.

That is 8 A #& B. #3k#k has one quality that grows over time.
0110.5 One possible response: F 1K £ M= T,



Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« No f or JE# after BORER: BT, not BORBAR 4T

o HSEi#k comes after the subject and before the adjective: k85, not HREEk
by

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Question words as “some- / any-"

0608.1 A. Did you go anywhere at the weekend?

With g, B J. becomes “anywhere”.

0608.2 ifi

In a M4 question, iff = anyone (4 A also works).

0608.3 RAEIZA TN ?

QW + N = anything?

0608.4 False.

L HEBAS is the total negative; AS ... 14 is softer.

0608.5 One possible response: {R%E & )L+ 4 M7

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o REAF AT asks “What are you buying?”; #R3EAT A M7 asks “Are you buying
anything?”

e /N + Verb + 14 is a mild “not much / nothing in particular”, weaker than f}-24
HA.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 57T (in order to / for the sake of)
0609.1 57T

BT + goal, then the action.

0609.2 C. [H%

Rain is a cause, not a goal, so [F4.
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0609.3 Fe2EH 30N T AT E AR,

Action + ZN7T + goal.

0609.4 True.

That is the key difference.

0609.5 One possible response: >} % i K24, Whdg KA AGEKFS .

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e N7 gives a goal; for a cause, use [Ff: RN R, FEZE, not H T FW.

o In careful speech, put 57 first or use ‘&4 T after the action: fth&; KEIH 2N
TIRERE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



