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—+EBH+H/ B+ /& .. — “not even one”

To say not a single one, build a total, emphatic negative: — 4 measure word (4

noun) + 1 / # + A / ¥ + verb. The ti / # is the muscle here — it’s what

turns “one” into “not even one.” The object can also be pulled to the front as a topic.
Structure: (Topic +) — + MW + (Noun) + tH / & + A&~ / % + Verb

{zh: fth |talhe / —H] |yi jula single / §if |hua|word / #f |dou|even / 7% |méi|didn’t /
Ui, [shuofsay / o }

He didn’t say a single word.

{zh: XA~ N |zhé ge rén|this person / F& |wo|l / —iK |y cileven once / 1, |yé|even /
% |méilhaven’t / WLid |jian guojmet / . }

I've never met this person, not even once.

Remember: the shape is “one ... not even ...” — — sets up the smallest possible

amount, and i, / #f + negative knocks even that out. Drop the 5, / #f and the “not
even” force collapses.

Watch out

o t and #[ are interchangeable here; for an uncountable “not at all,” use — A,

... 8 ... — “the more ... the more ...”

B A # B ties two things that rise together — “the more A, the more B.” Picture
two dials geared to the same shaft: turn one up and the other climbs with it. Both
halves take i, and the two clauses can even have different subjects.

Structure: Subject + i + Verb + i + Adjective / Verb

{zh: & |[wo|l / # |yue|the more / & |kan|look / # |yue|the more / Z XK |xi huan|like
it/ . }

The more I look at it, the more I like it.

{zh: & |nilyou / #& |yue|the more / il |rang|push / ¥ |héi zi|the kid / 2% |xué|to

study / , - |héi zi|the kid / # |yue|the less / A A4H |bu xidng|wants to / 2%
Ixuélstudy / . }

The more you push the kid to study, the less he wants to.
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Remember: two #’s, rising together. Don’t confuse it with R (“more and
more over time,” next file): % ... # ... links two things, B tracks one thing across
time.

Watch out

o Both halves need #%; the second names what grows as the first does.
e The two halves can have different subjects: /R#EE, fECAIT.

B — “take it and...” (the 3 construction)

Chinese grammar’s famous hurdle — but the core idea is simple. ! literally means
“take / grab,” so a fl sentence is just “take [this specific thing] and [do some-
thing] to it.” Reach for it when you want to spotlight what happens to an object
— where it ends up, how it’s changed, what’s done with it.

The trap for English speakers: the object jumps in front of the verb, and the verb
can never stand alone — it must be followed by the result (a complement, T, a
location...). “ #1-5j% 7 lands on a Chinese ear like “put the book...” and then trailing
off.

Structure: Subject + {8 + Object + Verb + (result) Literally: “I — take —
the book — put — on the table.” (FIEFHERT L. )

{zh: i§ |qing|please / #& |ba / '] |mén|the door / X I+ |guan shang|close / . }
Please close the door.

{zh: fib |talshe / 48 |ba / F& |[wo|lmy / i) |de / F-HL |shou jilphone / K |fang|put /
1E |zailin / @ H |bao lijher bag / T [le / . }

She put my phone in her bag.

Remember: ! carries the hand radical 3 — picture a hand reaching out, grab-
bing the object, and dragging it in front of the verb. Grab it — then say what you
did to it.

Watch out

o The object must be specific / known (the door, my phone), and the verb must
report what happened to it — a bare verb won'’t do: {8 HHFERE T v

o Negation goes before #8: HI{EEYI T, WAEA/E N4 5E — never inside the
phrase.

o Feeling / perception verbs (X%, 48, & UL, W) can’t take £ — there’s no “result”
to a feeling.

o (4 is also a measure word for handled things — —J4p “an umbrella” — a different
word entirely.)
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B — “got done to” (the passive)

A % sentence flips the focus to the receiver: “(it) got ..ed (by ...).” The thing acted
upon becomes the subject, and the doer is optional. Like #{, the verb can’t stand bare
— it needs a result — and #f sentences lean toward unfortunate events (things done
to you).

Structure: Receiver + #f + (Doer) + Verb + (] / result)

{zh: F |wo|lmy / ] |de / FHL |shou jijphone / ¥ |beilgot / fii [toulstolen / T [le /
o}

My phone got stolen.

{zh: fil |talhe / B [bei|by / g2
He was caught by the police.

Remember: # leads with the doer, # leads with the victim. /M FHl
fir T (“the thief took the phone”) +» FHLH/IMifii T (“the phone got taken by the
thief”). #f even hides X (a quilt/cover) — picture the action laid over the subject.

jing chél|the police / #N |zhua|caught / T |le / . }

Watch out

e The verb can’t be bare — it needs a | or result: IJIME#FFIESET v/, not MHEwE
FNE.

o The doer is optional: 4 T (“I was tricked”), doer unknown or unimportant.

« Negate before #: ¥# &I (“wasn’t discovered”).

o These sentences usually report something bad happening to the subject.
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