Conditional Statements
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

HE . | B ... (as long as)
B Jf the weather holds

o A friend is worried about tomorrow’s picnic. You only need one thing to go right.

o HERTW, BRIMEBE. — “Aslong as it doesn’t rain, we’ll go on the picnic.”

B D% | condition, B + result
o HE A, 3{ B = “as long as A, then B”: A is enough for B to happen.
o M3 opens the first clause; B, comes after the subject of the second.

RERSE T, SEE¥E.

zhi yao ni nu [ jiu néng xué hdo

Word guide: HZ — as long as; {f — you; % J7 — work hard; 5 — then; §§ — can; 2##F
— learn well.

Q% ., ® ... as long as

link not who verb

RE AR el MEFE

zhiyao ba xia yu wdmen jiu qu yécan

as long as it doesn't rain we will picnic

B Encouragement and easy conditions

o HEFREGY, IRIPURARERBEF. — “As long as you practise every day,

your Chinese will keep improving.”

o HEABNE, BMEF. — “Whenever I have time, I'll come and see you.”
RELME, RREFRK.

zhi ydao you shi jian wo jiv qu kan ni
Word guide: HZL — as long as; 5 — have; if[a] — time; F —
— see; R — you.

L 5t — then; % — go; &
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B Bt after the subject
o Put 3 after the subject of the second clause: HIBEARIE, Femlim 2%, not BLF 2%,
o M means the condition is enough; for “only if” (a necessary condition), use =,

H o A

B OE 8t versus HE .. &
o HIB A 3t B: A is sufficient, it is easy: H B 4GLHEL.
« HAH A 4 B: Ais the only way: RBEE N, A8 II. — “Only through hard

work can you succeed.”

RAES ), A8.8Eh.

zhi you nu It cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: H A — only if; % J; — work hard; 74 — only then; & — can; I —
succeed.

B Recap

« HE A, (Subject) ¥ B = as long as A, then B (A is enough).

o 3 follows the subject. A necessary condition uses A .. 4 ...

Practise this pattern step by step.

.y & .. (only then / only after)

B Only after you finish

e Your parents have one rule about screen time on school nights.

o RESELEL, A aBBTHER.

homework.”

— “You can only play games after you finish your

B Condition, Subject + A + Verb
o« A, F B = “only after / only if A, B”: B depends on A happening first.

o 7 follows the subject of the second clause and often goes with fg or £: A HE, A
PN

£
WRBErE, A RBBLRERR.

ni zud wan zuo yeé cdi néng wdn you xi

Word guide: #R — you; {5 — finish; {E)l — homework; 74" — only then; §§ — can; ¥t
— play; JiF*k — games.



.o, 7 ...:only then

verb link
RIS IELL 7 REDTIFXX
ni zud wan zuoye cdi néng wan yéuxi
you finish homework only then can play games

B Effort before a result

o WREW, ARBVEEF. — “Only by speaking a lot will you speak well.”

s R TH=W, AEFR. — “I asked him three times before he told me.”
BETH=EK, bAEFR.

wo wen le ta san ci ta cdi gao su wo

Word guide: ¥ — I; [i] — asked; ftfi — him; =K — three times; fifi — he; 74~ — only then;
A% — told; Fk — me.

B Place 4 before the result predicate

o Put 4 after the subject of the result: fih A4 51fF, not A fihH5ifFFk.
e The simple result model here is fth A 451/fF. Other contexts can allow T°; the
whole construction matters.

B Stronger with HA

o Adding B explicitly makes this a necessary condition: REMSEIEN., A B5E
Wk

o Without R, .. /4 .. still implies the condition must come first.

RAEMMEL, 468.

zhi you zuo wdn zuo yé cdi néng win

Word guide: B — only if; fi5¢ — finish; fE)\l — homework; 4" — only then; §& — can;

Bt - play.

B Recap

« A, Subject + A (f8/&) + B = only after / only if A, B.

o 4 follows the subject in this frame; H75 makes the condition necessary, without
guaranteeing the result by itself.

Practise this pattern step by step.

® exercises.lol exercises.com.cn

HE .., & ... (only if)

B The only way in

o The building door needs a code, and only residents know it.

o HAEHREFNE, Af#EE. — “Only if you know the code can you get in.”

"HEA 4B
« HEF A, # B = “only if A, (then) B”: A is the one and only condition.
e 1 goes after the subject of the second clause, often with fg or <.

REZ%, 18T,

zhi you duo lidn xi cdi néng shuo hdo

Word guide: B — only if; £ — a lot; 53] — practise; 7~ — only then; fg — can; it
- — speak well.

RE .., A .conlyif

link verb

O 33t r= ap s

/N %D Eﬁﬁg 7_'- ﬁbl&%

zhiy6u zhidao mima cai néng jinqu

only if you know the password then can you get in

B Only this person, only this way
o With a person: HEMAHAREER. - “Only he knows the answer.”
o With a method: HAE KM, A fESKF]. — “Only by flying can we arrive today.”

HAMAREER.

zhi you ta cdi zhi dao da dan

Word guide: H7 — only; fii — he; 4 — (then); Fli& — knows; £% — the answer.
" 7}, not Bk

o Pair HA with 4 JUGRZE, A%, not H

o Put 4 after the subject: b4 <2, not A fiheZ.

B A .. versus HE .. #it

« HA A B: A is necessary — no A, no B.

o HZE A 3t B: A is enough — easy: HEHPHE, MEEFXLE, - “All you need is a
passport to buy a ticket.”

RELAPHR, REXE.

zhi ydo you hi zhao jit néng mdi pido

W&, e



Word guide: H P — as long as; 5 — have; $Fll8 — a passport; 5 — then; §& — can; &
=X — buy a ticket.

B Recap

« HAE A, F B =onlyif A, B (A is necessary).

« HE A, B B =aslongas A, B (A is enough). HA pairs with 4", HZE with gf.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B OE . B ... (as long as)

0708.1 Complete: “As long as you ask, he will help you.” HIEAR[], il ......... &3
e

0708.2 Which pair fits “Only by taking a taxi can you get there in time”? _ FT
L RIB K.

o A AN .. BFDA

« B.HF .. 4

o C. B . HE

o D. HEE _H5L

0708.3 Build: “Whenever I have time, I'll come and see you.”
Arrange all chunks: HEHR ] / XHK. /, / Fik
0708.4 HER, iR E 2% has the correct word order.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0708.5 A friend is worried about tomorrow’s picnic. You only need one thing to
go right. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B .., 7 .. (only then / only after)
0709.1 Complete: “You can only go out after you've eaten.” YRWZ T, oo BEH
%o

0709.2 Which sentence is correct?

A FRETRA, MBAE.

B. & TRA, kA .

C. LETRA, Ak,

D. LETRA, MWKA

0709.3 Build: “I asked him three times before he told me.”
Arrange all chunks: , / F&AITAB=9R / A / 53K
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0709.4 HAMEENEN, A GEILiEAK makes finishing homework necessary, without
proving it is sufficient by itself.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0709.5 Your parents have one rule about screen time on school nights. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B LE ..., F .. (only if)
0710.1 Complete: “Only if you rest well will you get better quickly.” HAG K.,

- BETREF
0710.2 “All you need is a student card to get in for free”” Which pair fits? &
AR, [ ATl s
o AL HIE i
« B.HAF .. A
« C.HA .4t
« D. HEE F

0710.3 Build: “Only he knows the answer.”

Arrange all chunks: 74 / JliE /| HAEM | XL,
0710.4 HARFE, filiisF is the standard pairing.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0710.5 The building door needs a code, and only residents know it. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

HE .., B ... (as long as)
0708.1 3k
H3 o5
0708.2B. H'F .. A
The only way is H & .. 4 ..
0708.3 HEA M, &‘EJE%% e
H3 + condition, subject + # + result.
0708.4 False.
3l follows the subject: FRHLAR 2%,
0708.5 One possible response: HILATR, HATMETE
Check meaning and form:
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Put 3 after the subject of the second clause: HBARIE, FitE 2%, not HLFe &%,
o M3 means the condition is enough; for “only if” (a necessary condition), use H

B A

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B .., % .. (only then / only after)
0709.1 #

Condition, then 7~ + & + result.
0709.2 A. 32 TARA, A%,

7 follows the result-clause subject and precedes 3. These models do not impose a
general ban on | .

0709.3 F1 b=k, fhAEIFEK.

Effort, then subject + 4 + result.

0709.4 True.

Only if A] B makes A necessary for B. Other conditions can also apply.
0709.5 One possible response: {RL5EVEN, A BEILITF .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Put 7 after the subject of the result: filbA4455F, not A {45153,
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o The simple result model here is fih 4 45fF. Other contexts can allow [; the
whole construction matters.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

" HE .,
0710.1 #+
H7E pairs with 7.

0710.2 A. HEL . 5t

A student card is enough, so H3& . ¥ ...

0710.3 HA A HEEE.

HA& + person + 4 + verb.

0710.4 False.

HA pairs with 4 fih A 2.

0710.5 One possible response: H A HIEZM, A feittd.

Check meaning and form:

7 ... (only if)

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Pair Hf with A JUGRZE, A%, not JHEIRE, ek

o Put 4 after the subject: b4 <2, not A fheZ.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



