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HE ¥ .. — “as long as”

HE .. Bk ... sets out a sufficient condition — “as long as A, (then) B” A on its
own is enough to trigger B, even if it isn’t the only route to B. Read H# as “you
only need..” and 4 as “..then, right away.”

Structure: HZ + Condition , A + Result

{zh: K |zhi yaolas long as / /R |nilyou / % Jj |nt lijhard / 223 |xué xi|study / ,
Bt |jivjthen / £ |hui|will / A |you|make / #2£ [jin bu|progress / . }

As long as you study hard, you’ll make progress.

{zh: H ¥ |zhi yao|whenever / Ry |xia yulit rains / , fiB |ta|she / g [jiu|then / J[»
& |xm qing|mood / A% |bu hdo|bad / . }

Whenever it rains, she’s in a bad mood.

Remember: HE = “you only NEED..” (enough, maybe one of several
ways); R = “ONLY if..” (the sole way). H¥L pairs with ; H4 pairs with
7. The — vs the 7 is the tell — see 2 below.

Watch out

o H I reaches for g (“then, immediately”); swapping in 4 quietly changes the
meaning to “only if.”

veeere 3 A e — “only then, only after”

Z between two clauses says the second happened only after / only because of the
first — usually after real time, money, or effort was spent. English: “not until ..., only
after ...”

Structure: Condition , A + Result

{zh: JFA 4 |nd bén shu|that book / F |wo|l / & |kan|read / T |le / Pifi [lidng
bian|twice / A |cai|only then / F{# |kan dong|understood it / . }

I only understood that book after reading it twice.

{zh: i |talshe / f(5E |zuo wanlfinished / T [le / ik |gong keélhomework / A
|c4ilonly then / M |shul jiao|went to bed / . }

She didn’t go to bed until she’d finished her homework.

Ref Hsk3 Grammar e« 13 £5{4/4] @



Remember: 7 spotlights “how much it took” before the result came — two read-
ings, lots of effort, a late hour. The result clause usually ends in a result complement
(B4, £3)), reporting what was finally achieved.

Watch out

e This 4 takes no J on its verb — the effort, not a tidy completion, is the point.

/n\ﬁ XX ] j‘ XX ] - “Only if”

HAE ... 7 ... names the one essential condition — “only if A (can) B happen.” No
A, no B, full stop. The A" is very often followed by §E.

Structure: Hf5 + Condition , A (§E) + Result

{zh: WA |zhi youlonly if / % Jj |nu lilyou work hard / , A |cdilonly then / FE
lnéng|can / fF |zud haoldo well / TAE |gong zuo|the job / . }

Only by working hard can you do the job well.

{zh: A |zhi you|only if / £ |dud|more / #Z4 |chl fan|you eat / , 4 |cdi|only then
/ BE |néng|can / K5 |zhang gao|grow tall / . }

Only if you eat more will you grow tall.

Remember: Hf = the ONLY door (a necessary condition) — pairs with 47 H
B = ANY door that works (a sufficient condition) — pairs with . Lock the

pairs together: HA .. A .., H3 ¥ ..
Watch out

e 4 here very often carries fg: HfF .. A8E ...
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