Complements
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away)

B Come in, go out

o A friend knocks at your door; later your little brother runs off to play outside.

o FEHER! — “Please come in!” MiHFET . — “He's gone out.” 3k is towards the
speaker, % is away.

® Verb + % / &%
e 3 = movement towards the speaker; 2% = movement away from the speaker.

» Combine with direction verbs: # /3%, Hk/ B, Fok/ B2 TR/ T, H
K /E 2, kg A

AR R IE !

ni kuai xia lat ba

Word guide: {R — you; it — quickly; N3 — come down.

Verb + 3k / %&: toward or away from the speaker

who where verb
fth EIES r g
ta huf jia qu le

he home went (away)

B A place goes before 3 / &
« Verb + place + R /%: fiEFKET. — “He has gone back home” {RIFHER!

— “Come into the classroom, quick!”
« A thing you carry can come after: i3 T —aF / My T—A k.
MEIZRET

ta hut jia qu le
Word guide: i — he; [B] — return; ¢ — home; & — (away).
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B The speaker decides 3 or Z%

o Choose by where the speaker is: you are upstairs — 22§ (come up); you are
downstairs — |17 (go up).

« A place word never comes after % /7% FFHER, not FRHE.

" SR, Wk, BR

« Bringing and taking work the same way: TEEFEF ., — “Please bring the book
(here).”

o RAMEET —EKE. — “I took some fruit over to him.”
LR,

qing ba shu nd ldi

Word guide: i — please; 45 — the book; & — bring; % — (here).

B Recap

« Verb 4+ 3k = towards the speaker; Verb 4+ 2% = away from the speaker.

« A place goes before 3 /% (Il 2, HE#ENR); kK /1FE work the same way.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement & / R (can / can’t do it)

B Can you understand him?

e Your teacher speaks quickly at the start of a new course, and your friend wonders
if you follow.

o BIFDEAG, BIFAHE. — “The teacher talks too fast; I can’t understand.”

B Verb + % / A + result

« Verb + & + result = can (manage to) do it; Verb + A + result = can’t: Iy
51/ WA, BRI/ BRI

o It says whether the result is possible, not whether you are allowed.

RUTEEFC.

wo ting de dong Zhong wén

Word guide: 3 — I; W — listen; 4 — (can); {# — understand; H3 — Chinese.



Verb + 18 / & + result: can or can't

verb who not

EIMRF AR E53 g

ldoshi shud de tai kuai wo ting bu dong

the teacher speaks too fast | can't understand

B Common pairs

o BARM, (can’t see), ’AEH| (can’t get hold of), BEARSE (can’t finish eating), HfF
X (there’s still time).

o XALE, BIMMzEASE. — “This much food — we can’t finish it.”
RXALE, RIVEARSE.

zhé me duo cai wo men chi bu wadn

Word guide: X4 — so; £ — much; 3¢ — food; F&f|] — we; Iz — eat; A~ — (cannot); 5¢
— finish.

B Where N goes

e /N goes between the verb and the result: WiANE, not AN,
o Ask with both forms: YRUTISENT ARE? or VRATAEENG?

B PR versus BT

o IFAJE = can’t understand (it is beyond me): filiff) by ETR U A

o WTEE = didn’t understand (this time): XFAH, FEEEWTHE, UL,
MAR, REIHE.

dui bu qi wo méi ting dong

Word guide: XJAGE — sorry; F — I; % — did not; Wjf# — understand.

B Recap

e Verb + & + result = can; Verb + R + result = can’t (FEN /| HEAIL).

e A sits between verb and result. 3% + verb + result = it did not happen this time.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + F% (keep ...-ing)

B Don’t stop now

e You are halfway through a story and your listener is hooked.

e WTE, BREALBET? — “Keep going — what happened next?”
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® Verb + F&%

e Verb + T3 = keep on doing, continue from now into the future: ¥ 87, 2 F
=, N E
« It is often used with k%%, B, AH or fg: FRAYEXIJUF T

THEREEDL T .
qing ji xu shuo xia qu
Word guide: i — please; 4%%E — continue; i, — speak; F% — (keep on).

Verb + Z: keep going

verb link

question word
W = EREAET
shuo xiaqu houldi zénmeyang le
speak on what happened next?

B Perseverance

o ZHRYAKS, BERKEREFTFE., — “Learning Chinese isn’t easy, but you must
keep going.”

o XFETERT. — “It can’t go on like this” XFE 2 = if things continue this
way.

XHTEMMT.

zhé yang xia qu bu xing

Word guide: iX#f — like this; T4 — (go on); A - not; 17 — OK.

B Continuing, not going down

o In this pattern N2 means “continue”, not physical movement down: &K% =
keep reading.

o With &N for “can’t go on”: T A FZET — “I can’t bear to listen any more.”

B T3k versus {@3E

o [ continues something already going: Mg R 2 — “keep singing”.

o jH3E starts something new: W — “start singing”: KZEHAIEEE T .
RFEEERT

da jia dou chang qi lai le
Word guide: KK — everyone; # — all; 1§ — sing; #3k — (start).



B Recap
e Verb + FZ = keep on doing it, carry on (¥ FZ, BRI FZ).
o XAFERNZ = if this continues; IFAFZ5 = can’t bear to go on. F3k = start.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements ¥ / 5% / 4 (how it turned out)

B Finished or not?

e Your mum asks about your homework before you go out to play.

- EERMSET!

it is finished.

— “I’ve finished my homework!” 5g tells the result of the action:

B Verb + result complement

o Verb + % / 58 / 45 tells how the action ended: fi{#F (done properly), 1758
(eaten up), G4 (written wrongly).

e 1 normally follows the result: FE52 T, hHLE T .
REET—NF.

wo Ti€ cuo le yi gé zi
Word guide: & — I; 5 — write; 45 — wrongly; —/~ — one; 5% — character.

Verb + 52 / §%: the result is reached

thing who verb link
S =
Rl £33 i 5T
zuoye wo zZuo wan le
the homework | do finished

B Ready, finished, wrong

o IF = done and ready: SEIF T, PRZME! — “Dinner’s ready, come and eat!”

e 5% = finished, nothing left: XA FBREE T. & = wrong: XA, FKITHEERIS
To

BIF T, PoRmzE!

fan zuo hdo le kuai ldi chi ba
Word guide: 1 — dinner; fif — make; I — ready; ¢ — quickly; & — come; 7 — eat.
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B Negate with ¥, keep the pair together

o Negate with ¥% and drop T : FIAEML5E, not FAMEE T .
« Nothing comes between the verb and its result: fZg/E V., not AEIL5E.

B {52 versus T
o fi{5¢ = finished, the job is over (maybe not well done).
o fitf = done properly, ready to use: YRYELIF TIH? — “Are you ready?”

PRSI T2

ni zhun béi hdo le ma
Word guide: K — you; #Ef& — prepare; §f — ready.

B Recap

e« Verb + % / 52 / & (+ T) = done properly / finished / done wrongly.
o Negative: ¥ + Verb + result (if8%A5¢). The result follows the verb directly.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Direction complement 3} / 2% (toward / away)

0311.1 You are inside the room and call to your friend at the door: “Come in!”
!

0311.2 You are on the ground floor talking about your friend upstairs: “He went up.”
Which fits?

o A flEET.

e B EET.

o CoAth KT,

o DL ET.

0311.3 Build: “Come into the classroom, quick!”
Arrange all chunks: ft / 3! / #= / it
0311.4 gtk # = T is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0311.5 A friend knocks at your door; later your little brother runs off to play outside.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B Potential complement & / N (can / can’t do it)
0312.1 The words on the board are too small: “I can’t see clearly” FKFH ..oo..... L.
0312.2 Which says “I can’t understand Cantonese.”?

AL FAWTE AT .
B. Fe Mg AR
C. FWTHEAT AR
D. FMWr A AR
0312.3 Match each form to its meaning.
. 1 XAF

RS

N SEY

- BRI

o A. there’s still time

e B. can’t finish eating
o C. can’t get hold of

e D. can see

0312.4 Build: “This much food — we can’t finish it.”

Arrange all chunks: X4 %23 / &1/, / ZA5E,

0312.5 Your teacher speaks quickly at the start of a new course, and your friend
wonders if you follow. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

—_ = =

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb + F% (keep ...-ing)

0313.1 Encourage: “Keep reading!” £ ............!

0313.2 Everyone suddenly started laughing. Which fits? KZE#%E T,
o A ik

« B. &

- C. kX

o D. ¥

0313.3 Build: “It can’t go on like this.”

Arrange all chunks: N4 / A7, / Xkt

0313.4 In #i F %, M2 means the speaker walks downstairs.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0313.5 You are halfway through a story and your listener is hooked. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
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what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Result complements #F / 52 / 4 (how it turned out)
0314.1 Complete: “I've eaten up all the dumplings.” & FIHKEIZ oo T o
0314.2 Which says “I haven’t finished reading this book yet.”?
o A XARPBRILEFET.

o B. IARBRILFERT.

o CEABRILEHETT .

o D. XABHIEAFTE T .

0314.3 Match each phrase to its meaning.

o LT

o L 5T

. 1L HHET

o A. written wrongly

» B. finished

o C. done and ready

0314.4 Build: “Are you ready?”

Arrange all chunks: &4/ 17 / 5? /AR

0314.5 Your mum asks about your homework before you go out to play. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Direction complement 3 / % (toward / away)

0311.1 3%

Movement towards the speaker takes 3.

0311.2 B. fb =T

He moved away from you (upwards), so 2.

0311.3 Ptk !

Verb + place + %.

0311.4 False.

The place goes before 3: i EFRT .

0311.5 One possible response: i3 !

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Choose by where the speaker is: you are upstairs — 2% (come up); you are
downstairs — & (go up).

A place word never comes after /7% #HFFE K, not HERHE=E.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Potential complement & / N (can / can’t do it)

0312.1 ~

Verb + A + result = can’t. HEAFIE = can't see clearly.

0312.2 D. JWF A4 .

/N goes between the verb and the result.

0312.3 1-C: EAZF| = can’t get hold of; 2-B: W2 A5E = can’t finish eating; 3-A: 3k
18 % = there’s still time; 4-D: F45 I, = can see

Verb + 15/ + result says whether the result is possible.

0312.4 X2 %3k, TAIZATE.

Verb + A + 5& = can’t finish.

0312.5 One possible response: ZIfiifS Ape, FRIFAE.

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e /N goes between the verb and the result: WiANE, not AN,
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o Ask with both forms: YRIFFEENTANE? or YRITISEEND?
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + F& (keep ...-ing)

0313.1 F%

Verb + N2 = continue doing it.

0313.2 D. {3k

Starting a new action takes F3¢; N2 continues an action already going.

0313.3 iXHFEA1T.

T A + AT

0313.4 False.

Here N 2% means “continue”.

0313.5 One possible response: 1)t 2, JGR/EALFET?

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In this pattern N2 means “continue”, not physical movement down: =% =
keep reading.

o With A for “can’t go on”: T A FZET — “I can’t bear to listen any more.”

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

B Result complements #F / 5% / & (how it turned out)

0314.1 52

N7 5¢ = eaten up, finished.

0314.2 A. IARPBHILEET -

% + verb + result, with no 7 .

0314.3 1-C: f{{F T = done and ready; 2-B: fi{5¢ T~ = finished; 3-A: G4 7T =

written wrongly

The result word tells how the action ended.
0314.4 VRfE 480 7 Ig?

g + o+ T +

0314.5 One possible response: {EFA5E 17!



Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Negate with 7% and drop T : FIAEM5E, not FAME T .

Nothing comes between the verb and its result: f5E{El, not fEA5E.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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