Verb phrases
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Mt + Verb (unpleasant to ...)

B The canteen’s new dish

e You try the canteen’s new soup. It is salty and cold.
o XAGAMEMGT ! — “This soup tastes awful!” ¥ + a sense verb = unpleasant to

B ¥ + sense verb
o MERZ, YEIS, ¥EF, XEUT, ¥HE = bad-tasting (food), bad-tasting (drinks), ugly,
unpleasant to hear, bad-smelling.
o They work like adjectives: RMEH, KMENT 7. The opposites start with #f: 17,
Trng, HE, EFWT, G
X EHRARAET
zhé shou ge hén ndn ting
Word guide: X — this; B — (measure word); #X — song; {2 — very; MWt — unpleasant
to hear.

% + verb: hard to ... (tastes, writes ...)

thing link verb
STANS
X7 X XS g
zhege tang tai nanhé le
this soup too bad to drink !

B Y + other verbs: hard to ...

o With most other verbs, ¥ means “difficult to”: EXAFEMMEE . — “This character
is hard to write.”

o fBREEAEYERE . — “His question is hard to answer.”
b Fy e R AR [ 5

ta de wén ti hén ndn hui dd
Word guide: fii — his; [A] — question; fR — very; ¥ — hard to; [1]% — answer.
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B Unpleasant versus difficult

o YENZ means it tastes bad, not that it is hard to eat; #% means ugly, not hard to
see.
o YESZ is a feeling: “feel unwell, upset”: 3L, RMEZ.

B ¥ 1+ Verb versus AIF + Verb
o ANUFHZ is milder: “not tasty”. YERZ is stronger: “awful”.
o AIFE (not easy to write) is similar to fRXEE, but softer.

XA .

zhé ge cai bu hdo chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3 — dish; /A — not; {17 — tasty.
B Recap

o Y + sense verb (Milz, MEF, MENT, XEE, MENE) = unpleasant to that sense;
opposite &} + verb.
o ¥ + other verbs = hard to do: Y5, M2, i<z = feel bad.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time)

B How long did you wait?
¢ Your friend was very late for lunch, and now she asks how long you waited.

o RETHR—A/PE! — “I waited for you for an hour!”

B Verb + T + Duration

o Subject + Verb + T + duration = did it for that long (finished): i T /\
AN, LA T AR

o The duration comes after the verb, as in English “slept eight hours”. (In a negative
such as = RK¥&IZA T, the length of time comes first.)

i@ T \A/DE .
wo shui le ba gée xido shi
Word guide:  — I; [ — sleep; /\{~ — eight; /]NE} — hours.



Verb + T + time span: how long

who verb when

* F7 R — N NB

wo déng le ni yi ge xiaoshi
| waited for you an hour

B With an object: two patterns

« Duration before the object noun: 22T =4EH 3L, — “He studied Chinese for
three years.”

o Or repeat the verb: fli2EHIC2ET =4E. A person object (4%, fth) goes before the
duration: FZE T Hr—4N/NT

flsE 3L T =4,

ta zué Zhong wén xué le san nidn

Word guide: fii — he; 2% — study; F73C — Chinese; ¢ — study; =4F — three years.

B Where the duration goes

« Duration after the verb: 2% T W4FE, not F&PIEFT .

« With a noun object, do not put the duration last: F&2¢ T H4E 3¢ or i 02
TP, not F2: T H S AR

B Finished, or still going?

e Verb + T + duration with no final | reports a finished period: FFEILFAE T H
4 — “I lived in Beijing for two years (then left).”

o Adding a final T says it is still going on; that pattern is the next lesson.

REEJCHEAE T H4E.

wo zai Béi jing zhu le lidng nidn

Word guide: F — I; #F — in; JtET — Beijing; {1 — live; P4FE — two years.

B Recap

e Verb + T + duration = did it for that long: & T —/~/if.

o With an object: 2 T =4 H1 3 or 2FHI 2% | =4F; a pronoun object comes before
the duration: &7 #r—4~/]NHT.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verb + T 4 Duration + J (have been ...-ing)

B Still waiting
¢ Your friend phones to ask where you are. You are still in the café where you have
been since two o’clock.

« RETHRBEA/DIT!

here)!”

— “I've been waiting for you for two hours (and I'm still

B Verb + T + Duration + T
o The final T says the period lasts up to now and may continue: =7 =41
T — “I've been studying Chinese for three years.”

« Without it, the period is over: F=# T =4 — “I studied Chinese for three
years.”

RET=ZEFFXT .

wo Tué le san nidn Zhong wén le
Word guide: F — I; 2% — study; =4 — three years; 13 — Chinese.

Verb + T + time span + 7: and still going

who verb when thing link
£33 27 =F 22574 7
wo xué le san nian Zhongwén le

| have studied three years Chinese (so far)

B How long so far

o MBFEXILTAET H4ET . — “He has worked here for ten years (and still does).”
o Asking: #REEFICFET ZKBET? — “How long have you been learning Chinese?”

X ILTAET H4ET

ta zai zher gong zuo le shi nidn le
Word guide: fiti — he; £ — at; iX Jl — here; T./F — work; +4F — ten years.

B One J or two
o Two T = still going: f£ T P4E T (I still live here). One T = finished: {7 P4E

(I moved away).
o The duration still goes after the verb: 27 =4E [, not =471 7T .



B With BE£

o B4 often comes in front to stress the length: ELBET —f/PRT. — “T've
already been waiting an hour.”

o The meaning of the two T does not change; £.%4 just adds emphasis.

REZFT—IVNNT .

wo yi jing déng le yi gé wido shi le

Word guide: & — I; E24¢ — already; ¢ — wait; —~ — one; /NHf — hour.

B Recap

e Verb + T + duration 4+ T = have been doing it for that long, up to now.
e One T = a finished period; two T = still going. 24 adds emphasis.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Bk + Verb (no way to / can’t)
B The shop is closed

» Your friend asks you to buy a cake on the way home, but every bakery has closed
for the holiday.

o FIEHRITT, REDEIZER., — “The shops are all shut; there’s no way I can

buy a cake.”

B Subject + ®IpE + Verb
o« W + Verb = “there’s no way to .., can’t (because the situation does not
allow it)”.

o It goes before the verb phrase: FKIEIMEFAR, MikIpyEA.
AR, REIEHIK.

dui bu qi wo méi ban fa bang ni
Word guide: X A#E — sorry; & — I; % JpyE — have no way to; #§ — help; {i — you.

&M% no way to
verb who not

BIEEXI]T # RIE

shangdian dou guan mén le wo méi banfa

mai dangao

the shops are closed | have no way to buy a cake
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B On its own: “nothing can be done”

o As a short reply: A: W T, HEIUE T . B: BB,

can do.”

o With — i J|, for emphasis: B— & JLIpEEPES .
R— LM EERBA .

wo yi dianr ban fa dou méi you

Word guide: F — I; —;5 JL — a bit; Jp3% — way; #B — (at all); 3%F — have not.

— “Oh well, nothing we

— “I'm completely out of ideas.”

B Circumstances, not skill
o %I means the situation blocks you; for a skill you lack, use N2y FALFIK.
o Keep % (not A): BIpiE, not ANIpik.

B WipyE versus AfE

o ANfiE is the general “can’t / not allowed”: X BLANGEAHAH — “You can’t smoke here.”

o VXIpYE suggests you have tried or thought about it and found no way: ¥ Ik
I Zth — “T have no way of contacting him.”

wo méi ban fa lidn i ta

Word guide:  — I; % Jp¥% — have no way to; B — contact; fif — him.

B Recap

o WY + Verb = there’s no way to ..., the situation does not allow it.

o Alone, ¥%Jp¥: = “nothing can be done”. A missing skill is /<x; a rule is ANFE.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)

B Can I try it on?

¢ You see a jacket you like in a shop and want to try it before deciding.

o BRWARBXAERIRE? — “Can I try on this jacket?” Doubling the verb makes
it light and casual.

B QOne-syllable verbs: VV, V —V
e V4+ VoV 4+ — 4V =doitalittle, give it a try: BFE /| B—F, 2222 | 2%

2l
="

e The second syllable is said lightly. The effect is softer and friendlier than the bare
verb.

FRE—ZEXAPEK.
ni chdng yi chang zhé ge cai
Word guide: & — you; 2% — taste; — — (a bit); 2% — taste; X~ — this; 3¢ — dish.



A doubled verb: try a little

who verb link thing question word

E24 AL sl XHRAR )
wo kéyl shishi zheé jian yifu ma
| may try on this garment ?

B Two-syllable verbs: ABAB

« A two-syllable verb doubles as a whole: {KE — KEAKER, N4 — NENE, i+t
& - w

o BATHEITTHEXAEMEIE. — “Let’s talk this over a bit.”

%%T) ﬁ(4§bklanﬂn

ni lei le ziu xi xiu o1 ba

Word guide: { — you; & — tired; /R H — rest; fKE — rest.

B Verbs ABAB, adjectives AABB

« Two-syllable verbs repeat as ABAB ({K Bk E), not AABB ({fk{KE E); AABB is
for adjectives (T-T-1§H4).

« Doubling adds “a bit”, so do not add a duration as well: FZH, or H—=<JL,, not
EFE 2L

B Past tense: VT V

o For a short completed action, put T in the middle: {BFTEHFEE, ET . — “He
glanced at his watch and left.”

o Two-syllable verbs rarely take T inside; use the plain verb + T + —F: A7
ieT—F.
WETER, #ET.
ta kan le kan bido jiu zou le
Word guide: fifi — he; & — look; & — look; & — watch; 5t — then; £ — leave.
B Recap
e« VV /V —V (BF, &%) and ABAB ({KEIKH) = do a bit, give it a try;

softer and casual.
o Completed: VT V (FTH). Adjectives double as AABB, verbs as ABAB.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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f + Verb (feeling verbs with i)

B How much do you like it?

e A new friend asks whether you like Chinese food. You really do.

o BMVEXKEZHEFE. — “I really like Chinese food.”

B /8 + feeling verb

o Verbs of feeling and wanting take degree words just like adjectives: fRE¥K, B48,
M'ba ﬁﬁ‘%a m

o R goes right before the verb: FERAHZ — “I miss home very much.”

BRREXK.

wo hén xidng jia

Word guide: F — I; f§ — very much; 28 — miss; % — home.

1R / 3EE + feeling verb: how much

who link verb thing

Ny 7 =gk = =
® B =3 IZFRER
wo hén xihuan chi Zhonggué cai

| very like eating Chinese food

B Other degree words work too
o BIEFHAME. — “I'm extremely worried about him.”
o RITBBAERER. — “We all very much hope you can come.”

RATERBEA BIREEKE .

wo men dou hén xi wang ni néng ldi

Word guide: ] — we; & — all; /R — very much; Z2 — hope; /R — you; §E — can; 3
— come.

B Feeling verbs only

o Ordinary action verbs do not take f3: fRiz, R, £ % are wrong. Say 2542,
FASAR .

o Put fR before the verb, not the object: fREWIXAHE, not EIRARIXA .



B 18 + Verb = really want to

o FH + another verb means “want to”; fR4H strengthens it: RBEEEEF., — “I'd
really like to go and have a look.”

e R4 + Verb = “be good at”: MfR<fittk — “He’s a great cook.”
AR AR -

ta hén hui zuo fan

Word guide: fifi — he; R — very; & — good at; fi{#t — cooking.

B Recap

o ] + feeling verb (B K, 8, #H.0», HH, %) = like / want / worry ... very much.
 Action verbs do not take f}¥; use a 5 complement instead. fR<r = good at.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 3 + Verb (unpleasant to ...)

0305.1 Complete: “This colour is ugly.” X PEEAR oo
0305.2 Match each word to its meaning.

o 1. MENZ

o 1. ¥EMF

. L fH

o 1. Mz

e A. sounds unpleasant

o B. hard to write

o C. feel unwell

o D. tastes bad

0305.3 Which is the mildest way to say the food is not good?
o A ANIFHZ,

o B XERZ T .

o CMERZIRT .

« D. Mz

0305.4 Build: “His question is hard to answer.”

Arrange all chunks: 8 / [0, / figm@i /

0305.5 You try the canteen’s new soup. It is salty and cold. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time)
0306.1 Complete: “I slept for ten hours yesterday.” FWEREE ........... T ~/DE.
0306.2 Which says “She studied piano for five years.”?

o A MBEEINE TR T

o B. e THE AR

o CMTAFA T,

o D. b T HAENE

0306.3 Build: “I waited for you for an hour.”

Arrange all chunks: 3 / 557 / —4/PNEf. /AR

0306.4 FAEJLFE T H4E can describe a stay that has ended.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0306.5 Your friend was very late for lunch, and now she asks how long you waited.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing)
0307.1 You still live here: “I've lived here for five years” FHEIXJUE T LA oot
0307.2 Which sentence means the person still works at the bank?

o A EAETRARTT TAE.

o BoAMUFERAT TR T =A4R TS

o CoMERAT=4AF AR T .

o D. MBAERRAT TAE 7 =4F.

0307.3 Build: “I've already been waiting for an hour.”

Arrange all chunks: 7 / — /N T. / BE& ) &

0307.4 F2F T =FEP X and F2FE T =P T mean exactly the same.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0307.5 Your friend phones to ask where you are. You are still in the café where you
have been since two o’clock. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B %IpyE + Verb (no way to / can’t)

0308.1 Complete: “The phone has no signal; I can’t call you” FHIEAES, F
e BARETHLTG

0308.2 Which says “I can’t swim (I never learned).”?

o A FRIFIKIINE

o« B. FAIMENHK

o C. FEINETFIK .

« D. ALK

0308.3 Build: “Sorry, there’s no way I can help you.”

Arrange all chunks: |, F / &IpiE [ XA / HWR.

0308.4 7% Jpik can be a complete reply meaning “nothing can be done”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0308.5 Your friend asks you to buy a cake on the way home, but every bakery has
closed for the holiday. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)
0309.1 Double the verb F to say “Let me have a look.” {EF¢ ...
0309.2 Which is the correct doubled form of {f&H?

« ARER

o B IRpREE

o CIREMRE

« D.{RIRE

0309.3 Build: “He glanced at his watch and left.”
Arrange all chunks: , 3t / BT HEZR /M /ET.
0309.4 222 sounds softer than Rz

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0309.5 You see a jacket you like in a shop and want to try it before deciding. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B {8 + Verb (feeling verbs with {§)

0310.1 Complete: “I miss my mum very much.” F ..........
0310.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ABREIORR.

o B. ARIZAKR.

o CMORRAREAIZAR .

o D. AR

0310.3 Build: “We all very much hope you can come.”
Arrange all chunks: R /K / Bed. /| FATER
0310.4 {21k means “He is very good at cooking.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0310.5 A new friend asks whether you like Chinese food. You really do. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

PEEI B LR

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B ¥ + Verb (unpleasant to ...)

0305.1 W&

MFE = unpleasant to look at, ugly.

0305.2 1-D: ¥z = tastes bad; 2-A: #N; = sounds unpleasant; 3-B: #5 = hard
to write; 4-C: Yi5Z = feel unwell

With sense verbs ¥ means unpleasant; with other verbs it means hard to do; ¥E5Z is
a feeling.

0305.3 A. NIFIZ,

ANEfZ is milder than MENZ.

0305.4 {1/ [ AR AR X [ 5

Topic + 18 + Xt + verb.

0305.5 One possible response: X~ KHEME 1!

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o N7 means it tastes bad, not that it is hard to eat; Y% means ugly, not hard to
see.

o WEAZ is a feeling: “feel unwell, upset”: K, RUEZ.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time)

0306.1 T

Verb + T + duration.

0306.2 D. Wiz~ T HAFEE

The duration goes between J and the noun object.

0306.3 F& & THR—1/NEf

A pronoun object comes before the duration.

0306.4 True.

With no final T, the period is reported as complete.

0306.5 One possible response: 2 T /R—/Nit!

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o Duration after the verb: 2 T H4E, not FP4EFT .
« With a noun object, do not put the duration last: F2# T FH4EH L or F2FAH 2%
TPIAE, not F2E T H SCRAR.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing)
0307.1 1

The final | shows it continues up to now.

0307.2 B. fAeAR T TAE T =4F T

Two T = still going.

0307.3 LA T —A/NIT .

B4 + verb + T + duration + T .

0307.4 False.

The first is a finished period; the second continues up to now.
0307.5 One possible response: ¥ T H/RFN/D 1!
Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Two T = still going: £ T4 T (I still live here). One T = finished: T W4E
(I moved away).

o The duration still goes after the verb: 2% T =47, not =4F2¢ 7 T .
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B %IpyE + Verb (no way to / can’t)
0308.1 {ZIp3E

The situation blocks the call, so ¥ IpyE + verb.
0308.2 D. F&A LK -

A skill you have not learned takes <.
0308.3 XA, FKIEINERR.

Subject + % Ip¥E + verb phrase.

0308.4 True.

It is a common short reply when a situation cannot be changed.



0308.5 One possible response: RjJEHESKT] T, FRIEIMELELE,

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % IJp¥E means the situation blocks you; for a skill you lack, use A< FASTFIK.
« Keep & (not A): &IME, not ANIpk.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)

0309.1 &

VV or V— V makes it a light “have a look™.

0309.2 C. {KEKE

Two-syllable verbs repeat as ABAB.

0309.3 fbE THXR, WET .

V T V for a brief completed action.

0309.4 True.

Doubling makes an invitation light and friendly.

0309.5 One possible response: F1] P 4K R ?

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Two-syllable verbs repeat as ABAB ({K B/KE.), not AABB (&K E E); AABB is
for adjectives (FF§H5r).

e Doubling adds “a bit”, so do not add a duration as well: FZF, or H—=<JL,, not
FH =)L

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ] + Verb (feeling verbs with f§)

0310.1 7§

Feeling verbs such as 1 take f%.

0310.2 A. fbfRE VKN

1R + feeling verb is correct; an action verb such as Iz, does not take fg.
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0310.3 FATHRMR A BIRFER -

HR + 1R + feeling verb + clause.

0310.4 True.

R4 + verb = be good at doing it.

0310.5 One possible response: R =Wz H E3 .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Ordinary action verbs do not take fd: fRnz, M3, R are wrong. Say W28 %,
FIARAR R

o Put R before the verb, not the object: fRE WX AT, not HIRR XA

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



