Auxiliary verbs
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Mi% / # (should, ought to)
B A hot day out

e Your friend is going hiking at noon in 35 degrees with one small bottle of water.

. %mﬁgﬁ—ﬁﬂ(o — “You should take some more water.”

B W% / &% + Verb

o WiZ + Verb = “should, ought to”: advice or duty. i% is the shorter, spoken form.
o Negative: AP = “shouldn’t”: YRAS WY 1% 31X 4 M B

PRI PLTRIX 4 B 5«

ni bu ying gai zhe me wan shui jiao
Word guide: {8 — you; N — not; Wi% — should; iX 4 — so; M — late; HEWE — go to bed.

Ni%: should

who link verb
S 4z
R L ZHE—RIK
ni yinggai duo6 dai yidian shui
you should bring more water

B [t is time to ...

e« &% + Verb + T = “it’'stimeto ..”: +®T, BEET . — “It’s twelve; I should
be going.”

e &% + person + Verb = “it’s someone’s turn”: iZ/R T — “Your turn.”

TZRT, RIEET.

shi er dian le wo gai zou le

Word guide: + 5 — twelve o’clock; F — I; i% — should; & — go.
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B Form and position
e [WiZ goes after the subject and before the verb: /RN iZAK S, not WiAZARKRE..
o Put A before V% to say “shouldn’t”: YRAM1%Z:, not VRNV ZA L.

B % for “probably”
o [Wi% can also be a confident guess: AW EEEBK T . — “He should be home by

now.
o Context tells you which one: advice to a person, or a guess about a situation.
BZEELBIRT .

ta ying gai yi jing dao jia le

Word guide: fth — he; i% — should; E24 — already; 2| — arrive; % — home.

B Recap

o Wi% / #% + Verb = should; AR = shouldn’t.

e & ... T =it’s time to ..; Z{RT = your turn; V% can also mean “probably”.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B /% / #% (should, ought to)

0304.1 Advise: “You should see a doctor” #f ........ EFEH,
0304.2 What does %4} T mean?

o A. It’s your turn.

« B. You should be careful.

o C. You've arrived.

« D. You're probably right.

0304.3 Build: “It’s twelve; I should be going.”
Arrange all chunks: , /ET. / +087T / #iz
0304.4 In fll WV iZE L2 T, Wi% is advice to him.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0304.5 Your friend is going hiking at noon in 35 degrees with one small bottle of water.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B i% / i (should, ought to)

0304.1 Wi%

WiZ + verb gives advice.

0304.2 A. It’s your turn.

1% + person = it’s that person’s turn.

0304.3 + & 7T, KIZET.

% + verb + T = it’s time to.

0304.4 False.

Here 1% is a confident guess: “he should be home by now.”

0304.5 One possible response: YRWiZZH— 5K

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [WiZ goes after the subject and before the verb: RN iZAK S, not WAZ/RARE.
o Put A before WV i%Z to say “shouldn’t”: #RAMN1ZZ:, not RNV IZAZ.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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