Verbs
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Fik (looks / seems)

B Judging by appearance

o A cake in the bakery window has thick cream and fresh strawberries. You haven’t
tasted it yet.

o XNEBREFRFMIFNz. — “This cake looks delicious.”

B Subject + FHEHK + Adjective

o BHfaFE = “looks, seems (from what I can see)”. It goes before the description, and
1R often follows it.

» It reports an impression, not a fact you have checked.

EERRE.

ta kan qi ldi hen lél

Word guide: fifi — he; HHEE — looks; R — very; & — tired.

FiEH: it looks ...
thing link verb
LAY % =
XNERE Bk RiFiz
zhege dangao kan gilai hén haochi
this cake looks delicious

B QOther senses: WrR¥E, ik, HE¥R

o Sound: EANMEBIFEFEARLE. — “That idea sounds good.”
o Taste and use: XEMZFFA H B — “This dish tastes a bit spicy.” XAFHLH
FEARI7{# — “This phone is easy to use.”
AN ERITERAH .
zhé ge zhu yi ting qi ldi bi cuo
Word guide: jX4~ — this; & — idea; Wi — sounds; 45 — good.
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B An impression from the senses
o FHift3E gives what you see, so it does not prove the cake tastes good; tasting is Iz
Ek.
 For a guess that is not based on looks (he seems to have left), use ¥-1%: M5 E
T.

B HiEZk versus HLZE and B
e % _I'% means almost the same as FH ¥ and is common for people’s appearance:

WA E AR
o 1% is a guess or a comparison: IR T . — “He seems to be ill (I suspect).”

A RARE T o

ta hdo xiang sheng bing le

Word guide: fi — he; 1§ — seems; 4E95 — be ill.

B Recap
o BHEE + Adj = looks ..; Wi H = sounds ..; IZHE K = tastes ..; JIFE = is ..

to use.
o These give a first impression from one sense. A general guess uses {ff%.

Practise this pattern step by step.

% (F) comparisons (not as ... as)

B Not as tall as his brother
o Two brothers stand back to back. The younger one is shorter, and he does not like
it.
o BB AEEE. — “The younger brother isn’t as tall as the older one.”

® A+ % (B) + B + Adjective

« A WA B + Adj = “A is not as Adj as B”. It is the usual negative of a [t
comparison.

o The adjective stays bare: Y& M5, %A ERE.
SRBAMERE .

Jin tian méi you zud tian léng
Word guide: 4K — today; %A — not as; FER — yesterday; % — cold.



A %% B + adjective: not as ... as

who not verb

L ol o =

BB =8 Bat =)
didi méiyou gége gao
younger brother not as ... as older brother tall

B Add IF4 or X4 for force

o BRIPCBEARIBLIF. — “My Chinese isn’t as good as yours.”
« X2 for something here: AR A JLHIEX 4 K. — “That city isn’t as big as
Beijing (here).”

BRI PSORA RIALF -

wo de Zhong wén méi you ni na me hdo

Word guide: & — my; F73C — Chinese; ¥4 — not as; /R — you; AFA — so; #f — good.
® No fi§, and ¥4 not A~

e No fR or % before the adjective: A 1illiS, not I EMES.

o ALt is a different idea (“not more .. than”, often in an argument); the plain
negative of [t is 3.

B ¥ versus A
o Positive: BFEFH R . — “The older brother is taller than the younger.”
o Negative: SRR AEEE. Flip the order, use ¥4, keep the same adjective.

B HHRBR.

ge ge bi di di gao

Word guide: &f&f — older brother; [, — than; 55 5% — younger brother; & — tall.
B Recap

« A WA B (BBA) + Adj = A is not as Adj as B.

o It is the negative of A Ft, B + Adj. Bare adjective, no 1.

Practise this pattern step by step.

ik /Y / 3 / ff (make / let / ask someone do)

® Who decides?

e You want to go out tonight, but your parents have other ideas.

o IIBALETRME EHZE. — “Mum won’t let me go out in the evening.”
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"A+ik/ W /¥ + B+ Verb

e A ik B + Verb: A lets or makes B do something. A B B + Verb: A tells B
to do it (spoken). A ¥ B + Verb: A politely invites or asks B.

o The person B is both the object of iI: and the doer of the next verb.

ZILERAM L.
ldo shi rang wo men xi€ zuo yé
Word guide: i — the teacher; ik — made; F&{iT — us; 5 — write; fEMl. — homework.

it / 1 + person + verb: who decides

who not when verb

4995 ik #* it i
mama bd rang wo wanshang chaqu
Mum doesn't let me at night go out

B Telling, inviting, causing
o Telling: IGIBAIYFREILIFE., — “Mum told me to go and buy vegetables.”
o Inviting: FAEFEREZAR. — “I'd like to treat you to a meal.” Causing a feeling: 3X
MEBLERBE . — “This news made me very happy.”
XAHE RN
zhé ge xiao xi rang wo hén gao xing
Word guide: X4~ — this; 45 — news; ik — made; F& — me; f§ — very; F2% — happy.

B Order and negation

e Keep the order A + il + B + Verb: {@EilF 7, not &gk F+%.
o Negate the first verb to refuse permission: AilF % = “won’t let me go”; {LFA
7 changes the meaning to “tell me not to go”.

B fifi for formal causes

o ffi = “to cause, make”, mainly in writing, with an abstract cause and a change of
state: izl AMBHE. — “Exercise makes people healthy.”
 In speech, il covers most of this: iZzfi AREER.
B AR,
yun dong shi rén jian kang
Word guide: iz3f) — exercise; fif — makes; A — people; f&f — healthy.



B Recap
« A ik/W /3 B + Verb: il = let/make, 1| = tell (spoken), # = invite/ask
politely.

e ik + person + feeling = make someone feel; ffi is the formal written “cause”.
Refuse with ANl

Practise this pattern step by step.

%73t (after going through)
B After three years of training

o A runner who trained every morning for three years has just won her first marathon.

« EU=FHET], BMATRT .

won the race.”

— “After three years of hard work, she finally

B Z31 + process, result
o %3t + a process (effort, discussion, time), then the result in the second
clause.

e The process is usually a noun phrase: £t —4E2>, L KEWITE, &

PER RS
ZRRRHITE, RIRESEHE.

jing guo da jia de tdo lun wo men jué ding qu Shdng hdi

Word guide: £:3d — after; KZ — everyone’s; i+Ji — discussion; ] — we; HiE —
decided; & — go to; _[¥#F — Shanghai.
3¢ + effort, (&F) result
Z=FMEEH i A£F WL

jingguod san nian de nul ta zhongyd ying le bisai

after three years' effort she finally won the contest

B 25 as “pass by, go through”
o It is also a plain verb of movement: FFR _EHHBTXMAH .

park every day on the way to work.”

- XMELTIRG?
RFRETXAAHE.

wo met tian jing gquo zhe ge gong yudn

Word guide: & — I; £ K — every day; 4233 — pass

— “I pass this

— “Does this train go through Beijing?”

XA — this; 2vF — park.
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B A process before a result

o %31 needs a process that leads somewhere; for a simple “after (a time)”, use PA
F TERPASS, not £l FER.

o Put &35 + process first and the result second: £

B 25 versus il
o #37 stresses going through the process: 443 2 ¥RKi4s — “after many experiments”.
o 1T stresses the means used to reach the goal: i A&, Fe4kF T TAIE -
“Through a friend, I found a job.”

ERR, BRET L.

tong guo péng you wo zhdo dao le gong zuo
Word guide: ifiid — through; fiA& — a friend; & —

W, BEAEUCB

I, k%] — found; TAF — a job.

B Recap
o &3¢ + process, result = after going through ..., ..

o Asa verb, &1 = pass by / go through a place. For a plain “after”, use PAJ5; for
“by means of”, 1@ .

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B EE¥E (looks / seems)
0301.1 Complete: “You look very happy today.” /R4 K  ARENL,
0301.2 Your friend describes a plan on the phone. You say: “That sounds interesting.”

Which fits?

o A UnERBAERE.
« B. HlERBAEEL.
« C.HREERAEEE.
« D.IZERMRAEE.

0301.3 Match each sense verb to its meaning.

- 1L Hik
W ok
Wz K
JHE R

o A. tastes

e B. sounds

e C.is .. touse
e D. looks

0301.4 Build: “This cake looks delicious.”

—_ = =



Arrange all chunks: 18 / #fhz. /| XAEkE / BRE

0301.5 A cake in the bakery window has thick cream and fresh strawberries. You
haven’t tasted it yet. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B % (F) comparisons (not as ... as)

0401.1 Complete: “The subway isn’t as fast as the high-speed train.” ik ......... 5
Ptk

0401.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A FREANAL.

o B REAH MR,

o C. RBEA M2

o D. TAH AT,

0401.3 Build: “My Chinese isn’t as good as yours.”

Arrange all chunks: fR / P44 / T / &H

0401.4 BFEFLLEE 5B and 5B 5R %A BFEFE describe the same situation.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0401.5 Two brothers stand back to back. The younger one is shorter, and he does
not like it. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® ik /m /3 / ffi (make / let / ask someone do)

0302.1 Complete: “My dad doesn’t let me play games.” A ......... FHILHEK .
0302.2 You invite your teacher to dinner. Which verb is most polite? FeAH  FZIij
ZAR .

o A Y

o B.f#

. C.ik

« D.if

0302.3 Build: “This news made me very happy.”

Arrange all chunks: il: / & / &%, / X NHE

0302.4 15 AL EFFE and {91HiEF A% mean exactly the same.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0302.5 You want to go out tonight, but your parents have other ideas. Close the
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examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

m Z3t (after going through)

0303.1 Complete: “After a check-up, the doctor said it was nothing serious.” .........
Ry, BRARULRAT A K.

0303.2 Which word fits? “After class, let’s play basketball.”
WEBRIE .

o A &TF

« B. &1t

o C.jfnt

« D. NG

0303.3 Build: “I pass this park every day.”

Arrange all chunks: 8K / &34 / XA4AAE. /3

0303.4 i A A, Fk43| T TAE stresses the means (a friend) rather than a long
process.

 HATEAT

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0303.5 A runner who trained every morning for three years has just won her first
marathon. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B E#E (looks / seems)

0301.1 HFid ¥k

Fif£3E + Adj reports how someone looks.

0301.2 A. Wi RfRA = A,

You heard the plan, so M.

0301.3 1-D: Fif23k = looks; 2-B: W% = sounds; 3-A: IZHF = tastes; 4-C: i

H3k =is ... to use

Sense verb + #F = comes across as ... to that sense.

0301.4 X MHEREF R ARMRIFIZ.

Subject + FHilA + R + Adj.

0301.5 One possible response: X ELEH RSB IHZ .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FHil23E gives what you see, so it does not prove the cake tastes good; tasting is Iz
AR

 For a guess that is not based on looks (he seems to have left), use §1%: g% E
T.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B % (F) comparisons (not as ... as)

0401.1 &4

A %A B + Adj = A is not as Adj as B.

0401.2 C. FEA MWABAM

FBAH AL AT is right: A %A B (FE4) + bare adjective. f§ cannot go before the
adjective in a comparison, /4 is never used, and the adjective must follow B.
0401.3 FHH SUEAVRIB 2 4F

A+ 3%FH + B+ 4 + Adj.

0401.4 True.

Both say the older brother is taller.

0401.5 One possible response: 55 % H BF B 5 o

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
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o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e No fR or i before the adjective: YA i, not A MR .

o At is a different idea (“not more .. than”, often in an argument); the plain
negative of [ is %A

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® ik /m /3% / f# (make / let / ask someone do)

0302.1 it

Nik + person + verb = not allow someone to do something.

0302.2 D. i

i# is the polite “invite / treat”.

0302.3 X MHEEFR A =%

Cause + il + person + feeling.

0302.4 False.

AikFZ refuses permission; k3 A tells me not to go. The focus differs.
0302.5 One possible response: il A FFe FH 2,

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Keep the order A + il + B + Verb: 18iEiF3 7, not {E1dilF3K.

o Negate the first verb to refuse permission: AilFZF = “won’t let me go”; {EFA
7 changes the meaning to “tell me not to go”.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® 25t (after going through)

0303.1 23t

23 + process (the check-up), then the result.

0303.2 D. PAJ5

A simple point in time takes PAJ5; 413 needs a process.
0303.3 FAFRETXA N .

As a verb, 3 takes the place as its object.

0303.4 True.



ifiiL = by means of; 433 = after going through a process.
0303.5 One possible response: %t =415, WA T 5 T HI%.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 224t needs a process that leads somewhere; for a simple “after (a time)”, use PA
Ja: FERPAJS, not Z3d it

o Put &4 + process first and the result second: ZIHAT, BEAPLI% A 5.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.
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