Prepositions
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

*F + Topic (about / regarding)
B A book about China
o In the library you find a book that explains Chinese history for beginners.

e XR—ARTFHEPFEMI., - “This is a book about Chinese history.”

B XF + topic

¢« XF + topic = “about, regarding”. Before a noun it takes ft): J& T /1 E ) F5.

o At the start of a sentence it introduces the topic: J&F XN, FATHH K}
i,

KFXAEB, RAITARETL.

guan yu zhé ge weén ti wo men ming tian zai tdo lun

Word guide: T — about; iX-~ — this; A0 — question; Ff] — we; PR — tomorrow;

 — then; 71 — discuss.

%F ...89 + noun: about ...

verb number link thing

X2 —7 XFHREREH B
zhée shi yi bén guanyu Zhonggué lishi de sha
this is a about Chinese history book

B Topics of talks, books and news

« BET —IRTRIENITH. - “I watched a programme about pandas.”

o RTHERWNE, BIHEED. — “The teacher hasn’t said anything yet about the
exam time.”

RETAMRTRENTH.

wo kdn le yi gé guan yu xiong mao de jié mu

Word guide: ¥ — I; &F — watched; —4~ — a; T — about; BEJfi — pandas; I5H —

programme.
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B Placement

o A 3F phrase describing a noun needs ff): =T EH A, not T HE.
« As a topic, XT .. comes first, before the subject: JXTFiX{4-F, FAHIIE, not I,
KT IRXFFHAFNE.

B X versus X

o KT introduces a topic: T HEECE — “an article about the environment”.
o X% shows the target of an attitude: filX}H [E SCALAR JE%2%

in Chinese culture.”
A} e SCAG R RSB
ta dui Zhong guo wén hua hén gdan ring qu
Word guide: it — he; %} — in; F1[E — Chinese; 34k — culture; f§ — very; JB%#HH —
interested.

— “He’s very interested

B Recap

o XF + topic (+ BJ + noun) = about ...; as a topic marker it starts the sentence.
o X} marks the target of feelings (X} ... J&%ilR), not the topic of a book or talk.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B3 ..,

B Waiting until midnight

w. 7" ... (all the way until)

e You stayed up for your sister’s flight to land; she only messaged you at midnight.

e B—EHEH T &, MABRENEE. — “I waited right up until twelve before she

messaged me.”

B BHF + time / event, ... F ..

« H3 + time/event = “right up until”; the result follows with A something
happened only then.

o HF| often comes first: HEIFER, A FE X .
HIAMER, BRAREX 4.

zhi dao zud tian wo cdi zhi dao zhé jian shi
Word guide: H %] — not until; MK — yesterday; & — I; 4 — only then; IiE — knew;
X4 — this.

—B .5 .., 7 .. until

verb

4 | ‘ THHEEHEE

céi géi wo fa xidoxi

| wo

‘ —BFI+==

waited till midnight only then texted




B Late discoveries and long waits

o HIEEN, A EIMEITE. — “It wasn’t until he graduated that he understood

what the teacher meant.”
o With —H .. ¥: §F—E TFaIM L. - “The rain kept falling until the evening.”
W—E T2 L.

yu yi zhi xia ddo wdn shang
Word guide: Wy — the rain; —H — continuously; § — fall; #| — until; ¥t [ — the
evening.

B Use F for the delayed result

o The result clause takes 4 (it was late): H 2 5t 742k, not H 3|+ SAhsik 1.

e This short result model uses 4 41i&. Do not infer from it that | is impossible in
all other 7" constructions.

B B3| versus 3
o % alone after a verb gives the end point: F{TFLF| 14 — “We played until ten.”
o % stresses how long it took before something finally happened.

BRMNTH+ K.

wo men wdn dao shi didn

Word guide: F{] — we; It — play; F| — until; + 5 — ten o’clock.
B Recap

o H3| + time/event, Subject + A + Verb = not until then did ...

o 7} highlights the delayed result in this model. Verb + | + time gives an endpoint;
T is not universally banned with 7.

Practise this pattern step by step.

| 4+ Direction / Person + Verb (towards)
® Which way?

e You are lost in an old town, and a shopkeeper points down the street.

o WRIEIE, REMAH. — “Walk forward, then turn right.”

B |5 4+ direction / person + Verb

« [ 4 direction = towards: [AJHjE, M, WEFHF.

« 1] 4+ person = to, towards someone: [i]ZZIfi[7%f — “say hello to the teacher”.
MZES

xidng 2ud gqudi

Word guide: [1] — towards; £ — the left; $5 — turn.
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[A + direction + verb

who verb when
2L N
1R MaiE ] EIESE
ni xiang gian zdéu ranhou xiang you guai
you walk ahead then turn right

B Actions aimed at people

o RMET —4F. — “I borrowed a book from him.”
o RAMMMZmMMEES . — “We should learn from her.”

RIS .

wo men ying gai riang ta xué i

Word guide: A1 — we; 1% — should; [a] — from; fih — her; 2£>] — learn.
B i goes before the verb

o Put 1] + direction before the verb: []4535, not $5m] 4 in everyday directions.
« “Borrow from someone” is [fi] 4+ person + &, not f&[] + person.

B |4 versus £

o fF also means “towards” for movement: fEH[E, £ 4A$S. In directions the two are
interchangeable.

o Only J1] works with people: FfBiE ik — “apologise to him”, not = filiE K.
R A EHRK -

wo ziang ta ddo gian

Word guide: , — I; 4] — to; fit — him; &k — apologise.

B Recap

o a] + direction + Verb = towards ([0 F[E); | + person + Verb = to/from
someone ([, []hth2E>T).
o f = towards in directions only; people take [r].

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B XF + Topic (about / regarding)
0705.1 Complete: “I want to buy a book about cooking.” FAHL—7A ... fUIRAY
fi.



0705.2 “She is very interested in music.” Which word fits? i FRIEESHE,
o A

o B. X}

e C. IR

e D. XF

0705.3 Build: “I watched a programme about pandas.”

Arrange all chunks: XFREMN) / —1/ TTH. /EKET

0705.4 X T H[E 5 is a correct phrase for “a book about China”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0705.5 In the library you find a book that explains Chinese history for beginners.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B HH .., .. 4 .. (all the way until)

0706.1 Complete: “It wasn’t until yesterday that I knew.” HF|WER, F& ........ HI
iH .

0706.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AHEIF R, AR REE .

o B. A HE R .

o C.HE+—x5, MpEE T .

o D. HEIt—x, A ERE T .

0706.3 Build: “The rain kept falling until the evening.”
Arrange all chunks: —F / Wi . / T% /W

0706.4 FA13cF + 55 means “We played until ten.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0706.5 You stayed up for your sister’s flight to land; she only messaged you at mid-
night. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Ex-
plain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B J5] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

0707.1 Complete: “Turn left at the crossroads” 2| T oeo. 28,
0707.2 Which says “I want to apologise to her.”?

o A FAR I ) TEHK

o B. FRAEEA )
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o C. JRAH ) b TE K -

o D. FARAAhEK .

0707.3 Build: “I borrowed a book from him.”

Arrange all chunks: {57 /& / —A&H. / [
0707.4 A HjE and [AH]E both mean “walk forward”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0707.5 You are lost in an old town, and a shopkeeper points down the street. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B XF + Topic (about / regarding)

0705.1 xT

F*F + topic + B + noun.

0705.2 B. %}

X . JBO%HER marks the target of interest.

0705.3 FH | — PR TR TTH .

*TF + topic + 4 + noun.

0705.4 False.

The %xF phrase needs f{ before the noun: T EHF5.

0705.5 One possible response: X2 —24~ T HE A5,

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A 3T phrase describing a noun needs [: X FHERF, not T Ef.

e As a topic, 2F .. comes first, before the subject: =T X{F5E, FAHIE, not F
KT AFIIA.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B EHF .., ... 4 .. (all the way until)

0706.1 A"

BHE ..o .

0706.2 A. FE|+—xi, A #EG.

B +—5, A BES is right: B3 .. 4 means “not until”, and this simple 4"
pattern takes no final 7. 3 would mean “as early as”, which contradicts H.2I].
0706.3 l§—H F&IH I

—H 4+ Verb + %] + time.

0706.4 True.

Verb + #| + time gives the end point.

0706.5 One possible response: F&—H 552+ 5, WA AL LHE .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The result clause takes A (it was late): B |+ 5MA %, not HH|+ SAhmtk 1.
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o This short result model uses 7 H1i&. Do not infer from it that T is impossible in
all other 7~ constructions.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 5] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

0707.1 1]

W] /FE + direction + verb.

0707.2 C. FAR ] B -

With people, only [a] works, before the verb.

0707.3 Fmflf 7445,

[i] -+ person + f&.

0707.4 True.

In directions f& and [1] are interchangeable.

0707.5 One possible response: {R[AHIE, KRigHHT.

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put 1] + direction before the verb: []4535, not $5m]4 in everyday directions.
« “Borrow from someone” is [1] + person + fif, not f&[i] + person.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



