Particles
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Verb + 3 (ongoing state)

B The door is open

* You come home and notice the door open and the lights on.

o [1FEE, sTHEE. — “The door is open, and the lights are on too.” % describes
a state that continues.

B Verb + ¥ = an ongoing state

o Verb + 3 describes a state that lasts: JF# (is open), Z¢% (is wearing), A4 % (is
sitting).

o Negate with ¥%: [T I — “The door isn’t open.”

WEEE— A LARR

ta chuan zhe yi jian hong yi fu

Word guide: i — she; ZF — wear; 3 — (ongoing); — — a; {4 — (measure word); [ -

red; X AR — top.

Verb + #&: a lasting state

thing verb

N —

'] & k7 =5

mén kai zhe déng yé liang zhe
the door is open the light is on too

B Doing one thing while in a state

e Verbl 4+ 3 4+ Verb2: the first state goes on while the second action happens:
MEHP: « BRER. 7 “He said with a smile, ‘It doesn’t matter.”

o BATLEPR. - “We sat and chatted.”
fSEV: BHRR.

ta wiao zhe shuo méi guan xi

Word guide: il — he; & — smile; & — (while); i, — say; K F& — it doesn’t matter.
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B State, not progress

o 3 describes a state; for an action in progress, use 7£: fifE ] (he is opening the
door) vs [JJF% (the door is open).

+ Negate with %, not An: TS24

B ¥ versus fE

e ¥E + Verb = in the middle of doing: fFEZEA K — “He’s getting dressed.”

e Verb + 3F = the resulting state: fhiZEE —{F %1% — “He’s wearing a white
shirt.”

FBAESEAR R -

ta zai chuan yi fu

Word guide: i — he; #F — (in progress); ZF — put on; &XfR — clothes.

B Recap

e Verb + ¥ = an ongoing state ([ JJF%); V1 F + V2 = do V2 while in state V1.
o f¥ + Verb = action in progress. Negate 3 with J%.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence-final T (change of state)

B Jt’s started raining

¢ You were about to go out, but you look out of the window and see rain.

. FRT!

B Sentence + | = something has changed

— “It’s raining (now)!” The final T says the situation has changed.

e T at the end of a sentence announces a new situation: K7 (it has turned
cold), I 7 (I'm hungry now).

« It is not a past tense; it marks a change from before.

FET .
tian leng le
Word guide: K — the weather; & — cold.

Sentence-final 7: a new situation

who number link

23 —t% 7
wo ershi sui le
1 twenty (now)




B New facts, new plans, new ages

e B—™+FT. - “I'm twenty now.” fIARFRT . - “He’s not coming any more.”
o With f or Z: BT . — “We're almost there.”

AXKT .

ta bu ldi le

Word guide: fifi — he; /& — not; 3 — come.

B Not just “past”

« A past habit with no change takes no J: FKPARIH 2%, not FLARIHEHET .

o AN .. T =no longer: FHAMEMIMEET means “I've stopped drinking coffee”, not “I
didn’t drink coffee”.

B Final T versus verb T

e Verb + 7T marks a completed action: FKNzZ 7 —45ER — “I ate an apple.”

e Final T marks a change: A T — “I'm not hungry any more.” Some sentences
have both.

RIZT RS

wo chi le yi gé ping guo
Word guide: # — I; IZ — eat; —4> — an; S5 — apple.
B Recap

e Sentence-final T = a new situation, a change: W J, BT, fiAZET.
e /N .. T =nolonger; & .. T = soon. It is not a simple past tense.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Questions with g (and you? / where?)

B Meeting a new classmate

o A new classmate tells you she comes from Chengdu, then waits for you to say where
you are from.

o REBHAN, RIB? — “I'm from Chengdu. And you?”

® Noun + g? = “What about ...7”

o X + WB? asks the same question again about X: FAR4F, RIE? — “I'm fine, and
you?”

o The question is understood from what was just said, so it can be very short.

REBEF, RIE?

wo hén hdo ni ne

Word guide: F — I; & — very; & — well; /R — you; g — (and ...7).
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g asks the same question back

verb question word

FEREBA {RIE

wo shi Chéngdi rén ni ne

I'm from Chengdu and you?

B Where is it? g on its own

« With no context, Noun + Wg? asks where something is: FRKJFHRENE? — “Where
are my keys?”

« [ also softens a question-word question: YR¥ETfHANE? — “What are you up to?”

R FIRE?

wo de yao shi ne
Word guide: 3 — my; £ — keys; g — (where?).
B g and 1% are different

» Do not put g on a yes-no question: {42 ZINE? | not {REZIMNE?
o To ask “where?”, use REMFJL? or #REMFJLIE? . With "D the question word
changes meaning: {528 JLIE? asks “Are you going anywhere?”

B [I§ for an ongoing action

e At the end of a statement, Il can mark something still going on: fHFEEEWIB. —
“He’s sleeping (right now).”
o It often goes with ¥£ or #: 4N FEMIE — “It’s raining out.”

FOTERESEIE o

ta zai shui jido ne

Word guide: ffi — he; 7 — (in progress); M, — sleep.

B Recap

e X + IB? = and X? / what about X?; with no context, where is X?

« Not on yes-no questions (use M4). After #£ + verb, IJg marks an ongoing action.

Practise this pattern step by step.



B /%8 / # (the three “de”)

B Three characters, one sound

o A friend texts you about a classmate who runs fast, but writes the wrong “de” and
the sentence looks odd.

o fhEIBMH. — “He runs fast” 11, 5 and #i are all read de, but each has its own
job.

B ) before a noun

« B links a description or owner to a noun: FR15, LA R, MER LT,

o Test: is the next word a noun (or is the noun left out)? Then it is F).
XRBRIEREKRF .

zhé shi wo zud tian mdi de shu

Word guide: iX — this; & — is; F& — my; WEK — yesterday; 3£ — bought; [ — (that);
5 — book.

B9 - 18 - #8: three characters, one sound

link verb how
EEL) SRR INE
piaoliang de pao de hén kuai renzhén de xué

beautiful (+ noun) runs fast studies seriously

B j before a verb, 8 after a verb

« #b links a manner to the verb that follows: TAELHI%~>], 1818 HIE .

« 18 follows a verb and introduces how well or how much: FIEARH, PiERL, &
AR

VAR IF .

ta shuo de hén liv I

Word guide: fii — she; $ii — speaks; & — very; i Fl| — fluently.

B The quick test

o Look at what follows: a noun — H{J; a verb — Hi; and after a verb, a description
of the result — 1&.

o Typing tip: in FIEAR the verb i is before the particle, so it must be 5, not
).
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B One sentence, two particles

o ABELHEYE, fEABMREF. — “He said happily that he had done well in the exam.”
o REWRZIDIBMAMIE. — “I love the food my mum makes.” Here the ff] phrase

describes 3g.

MR, AERREF

ta gao xing de shuo ta kdo de hén hdo
Word guide: fih — he; /2% — happily; $i — said; b — he; % — test; R — very; I —
well.

B Recap
« By + noun (FRP), # + verb (IAEHI), verb + 2 + result (HIfFREHR).

o All are read de; choose by what comes before and after.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Verb + 3 (ongoing state)
0511.1 Complete: “The window is open.” &' oo
0511.2 Which says “He is opening the door” (the action in progress)?

o A MAEFFT].

o B.MFHEITT .

o C.I'JHEIE

« D. .

0511.3 Build: “He said with a smile...”
Arrange all chunks: % / ¥4, / i

0511.4 The negative of | JJ1# is [ JATFE.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0511.5 You come home and notice the door open and the lights on. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Sentence-final T (change of state)

0512.1 The light turns green: “It’s green now, let’s go.” ZE] v, FEME
0512.2 What does FAHIME T mean?

e A. I've quit smoking.

e B.Idon’t want to smoke.

e C. I'm smoking now.



o D. I didn’t smoke.

0512.3 Build: “We're almost there.”

Arrange all chunks: 2] /R / &1/ T

0512.4 FRPAHIHHZ T is correct for a past habit.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0512.5 You were about to go out, but you look out of the window and see rain. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Questions with g (and you? / where?)

0513.1 Complete: “I like tea. What about you?” FREWXMEZ, R en?
0513.2 Which question is correct?

o A fRNgigepE?

o B. R4 me?

o C.fResrAEngig?

o D. sy Az ?

0513.3 Said while searching your bag, FHFHLIE? means “Where’s my phone?”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0513.4 Build: “He’s sleeping right now.”

Arrange all chunks: g, / ¥£ / fib / HEH

0513.5 A new classmate tells you she comes from Chengdu, then waits for you to say
where you are from. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B /8 / Hi (the three “de”)

0514.1 Complete: “She sings very well.” Hlilg ......... R
0514.2 Fill the gaps: & BAAIEME  ExlXK.

o« AHb .. 15

e B . 1Y

o C. 1 .. Hb

e D. Y .. 15

0514.3 Match each phrase to its particle.
o 1LES Kk
- LAH__ THE
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e 1.5 RE

o A 15

« B.#h

« C. 1Y

0514.4 In {OEEMHISE, 1Y is correct because 3£ is a noun.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0514.5 A friend texts you about a classmate who runs fast, but writes the wrong “de”
and the sentence looks odd. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Verb + # (ongoing state)

0511.1 &

Verb + # describes the continuing state.

0511.2 A. filifEF 1],

An action in progress takes ¥£ + Verb; [ JJ# is the state.
0511.3 {524k .

V1 + # + V2.

0511.4 False.

# is negated with ¥%: [ TWITE.

0511.5 One possible response: [ |J&, TH=E.

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % describes a state; for an action in progress, use 7£: ZEFF|] (he is opening the
door) vs [JJF3% (the door is open).

+ Negate with %, not An: J%5H.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Sentence-final T (change of state)
0512.1 T

Final T announces the change.

0512.2 A. I've quit smoking.

/N .. T = no longer.

0512.3 AR T .

Ht + verb + T = about to.

0512.4 False.

A past habit with no change takes no 1.
0512.5 One possible response: N !
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o A past habit with no change takes no J: FXUAHIH 25, not FAFIHHET .
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e A .. T =no longer: FAMMIMET means “I've stopped drinking coffee”, not “I
didn’t drink coffee”.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Questions with g (and you? / where?)

0513.1 g

X + g repeats the question about X.

0513.2 D. {RZ2EH40G7?

Yes-no questions take "J: Ifg does not make a yes-no question.

0513.3 True.

With no earlier question, Noun + [Ig asks where something is.

0513.4 fAEREIEIE .

TE + verb + Ig marks an action in progress.

0513.5 One possible response: 2 WELA, RIE?

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Do not put I on a yes-no question: {R&ZZITE? . not fREZIHIE?

o To ask “where?”, use #REWFJL? or #REWFJLIE? . With 'Z the question word
changes meaning: #RFEHFJLIL? asks “Are you going anywhere?”

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

By /18 / H (the three “de”)

0514.1 2

After a verb, 15 introduces how well.

0514.2 C. [f .. Hb

FHI & (before a noun) and [&18HE (before a verb).

0514.3 1-C: {58 Kk =/; 2B AE _ THE=#;3 A5 RiF =15
Noun — [J; following verb — Hli; after a verb — 15

0514.4 True.

The HJ phrase describes the noun 3g.

0514.5 One possible response: il {57k,




Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Look at what follows: a noun — [J; a verb — Hli; and after a verb, a description
of the result — 15.

Typing tip: in HIE{R e the verb ¥i is before the particle, so it must be %, not
.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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