Numbers
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Approximating with sequential numbers

B About how many?

e Your teacher asks how many people came to the club meeting. You did not count
exactly.

e ETE/NMA. — “Seven or eight people came.”

B Two neighbouring numbers

« Two numbers side by side = “about, roughly”: =pu4~, K, £/ A. The
measure word follows both.
o Use numbers that are next to each other, smaller first.

RETZHR.
wo qu le san st ci
Word guide: F — I; % — go; =PU — three or four; ¥ — times.

+tJ\ / Z+%: roughly how many

verb number who

kT €\t A

13i le qi ba ge rén

came seven or eight people

B J|, and % for “-something” and “over”

« +JL / JL+: +JL4 = “a dozen or so (11-19)”, JL+> = “dozens”.

e Number + £: —+Z /1 A = “twenty-odd people”, — £ Ht = “a hundred and
something yuan”.

XHRR—E SR

zhé jian yi fu yi bdi duo kuai

Word guide: iX — this; {4 — (measure word); X fz — clothes; — — a hundred; £ -

and more; Ht — yuan.
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B Where the measure word goes
o The measure word comes after both numbers: = P44~ A, not =Py~ A.

o With £ and round tens, £ goes before the measure word: —+2-~, not —+4~
% (for amounts under ten, £ follows the measure word: =~Z/]Ni}).

B 4 and ERE
o Z&A after a number = “around”: =-+% /4 — “around thirty years old”.
o EARZE before a number = “about, nearly”: ZARLZH 1+~ A.

b=+ %Hh.
ta san shi sui zuo you

Word guide: il — he; = — thirty; %7 — years old; =47 — around.

B Recap

« Neighbouring numbers (= P44~ £ /\K) = about; +JL = 11-19; JL+ =
dozens; —+% = twenty-odd.
« The measure word follows; Z& 47 after or 22482 before a number also mean “about”.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Big numbers: J§ / {2

® How many people live there?

e You read that the city of Chongqing has about thirty million people and wonder
how to say it.

e ERB=F£HAN. — “Chongqing has over thirty million people.”

B Count in Jj (ten thousand)

e J7 = 10,000. Chinese groups big numbers in fours: —Jj (10,000), 3 (100,000),
—HJ7 (1,000,000), —FJ3 (10,000,000).

e FHET = 25,000; =177 = 300,000.

XIET AT

zhé liang che shi wi wan kuai

Word guide: iX — this; ##j — (measure word); 4= — car; +H.J7 — 150,000; B — yuan.



Big numbers count in /3 (10 000)

where verb number who

BR =) =F%5h A
Chéngging you sangian dud wan rén
Chongging has over 30 million people

B {7, (a hundred million)
« 42 = 100,000,000: [ +PU{Z A\ — “China has 1.4 billion people.”
« 142 = one billion; —FH1Z = ten billion.

FEA A,

Zhong guo you shi st yi rén

Word guide: #7[E — China; 5 — has; +P44Z — 1.4 billion; A — people.
B Don’t count in thousands

e 100,000 is +7J7, not —FH T : Chinese has no “hundred thousand” unit, so regroup
by fours.

e A million is —H J, not —} Ji; — 1 1 is an old word for —1Z.

B Converting quickly

« Move four places for J3: 2,000,000 — 200/0000 — P J7.
« Move eight places for 1Z: 300,000,000 — 3|0000|0000 — =AZ.

BHEAA.
lidng bai wan rén
Word guide: P J7 — two million; A — people.

B Recap
e J§ = 10,000 and 4Z = 100,000,000; group large numbers in fours.
e 15 = 100,000, —H F = a million, 142 = a billion.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Times to the minute (g ... 4)")

® When does the train leave?

» You are buying a train ticket and the clerk tells you the departure time.

o RENEZT+HAFF. — “The train leaves at 8:25.7
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B Number + g 4+ Number + 43

e X HY 4 =XY. )=+ Ti4 = 8:25. In speech 4} is often dropped after ten
minutes: /\;5 "+ 1.

o For 1-9 minutes, add & (ling): /\AZEH.4) = 8:05.

HER=RBHA -

xian zai shi san didn ling wu fen

Word guide: ILFE — now; & — is; =5 — three o’clock; 2 — zero; F.43 — five minutes.

=+ 9 clock time

thing when verb
N NRZ+ER 7t
hudché ba dian ershiwd fen kai
the train at 8:25 leaves

u 3{‘5‘7 %J and %

o 2 — half past: L2 = 7:30. A = quarter: JLE—Z] = 9:15, JLE =% = 9:45.
o FE = “t0o” ZHArT i = five to ten (9:55).

RN LEE.

wo men qi didn ban jian mian ba

Word guide: AT — we; L 52 — half past seven; UL — meet.

B The time comes before the verb

o Put the clock time before the verb: It AR K, not FAT R+ .
o Say P& for 2:00, not — .

® Morning, afternoon, evening

o Add the part of the day first: F. 755, FF=4, M 15,

o FHHHE—Z] — “2:15 p.m.” The larger unit always comes first.
THRR—Z.

xia wi liang didan yi ké

Word guide: N4 — afternoon; W5 — two o’clock; —Zl — a quarter.



B Recap

e X B Y 4 & for 1-9 minutes; 2 = :30, —%| = :15, =% = :45; & = to
o Part of the day first (F4-Pj %), time before the verb, W & not — x%.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Telling the hour (Number + )

B An early start

e Your new school timetable starts much earlier than you are used to.

- RMNELERER.

B Number + g (o’clock)

e Number + & = o'clock: — i,
“What time is it?”

e 2 o’clock is B, never .

BAEILR?

xidn zai ji didn

Word guide: FIFE — now; JL& — what time.

— “We start class at seven in the morning.”

=0, . Ask with JUE: BIEJLE? -

The time goes before the verb

who when verb
24l Brt= iR
women zaoshang qi dian shang ke

we at7a.m. start class

B Saying when something happens

o RILETFHE? — “What time do you finish work?” FR7S & T .
o Part of the day goes first: Wi FJL&, P4+ 5.

RBR_E SRS .
wo wan shang jiu didn shui jido
Word guide: ¥, — I; ifi_F — in the evening; JL& —

— “I finish at six.”

nine o’clock; HEHE — go to bed.
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B Order matters

o The time goes before the verb: I/~ FHE, not FFHE/S &
o Use W5 for 2 o’clock, not — .

B & versus /NE}

i is a point on the clock: = = 3 o’clock.

VA

o /DT is a length of time: =A4~/]Mi} = three hours. & = S 14,
RET =AVPAT

wo zué le san ge xido shi

Word guide: 3 — I; 2% — study; =

T =AYV

— three; /Nf — hours.

B Recap
o Number 4+ & = o’clock; JLA& asks the time; 2:00 = ¥ .

VN

o Part of the day first, time before the verb; /NI measures a length of time.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Approximating with sequential numbers

0507.1 Complete: “There are a dozen or so students in the class” ¥EHAF ...
0507.2 Which says “five or six days”?

o A TARKR

« B.ANHRK

« C.TLRAKR

o D. AR

0507.3 Match each phrase to its meaning.
e L&A

o 1. LA

o 1L =EBAA

L A4

¢ A. seven or eight

« B. twenty-odd

e C. around thirty years old

¢ D. dozens

”

0507.4 Build: “Seven or eight people came.

Arrange all chunks: N, /% 7T /4 / ENA
0507.5 Your teacher asks how many people came to the club meeting. You did not



count exactly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Big numbers: Jj / {Z
0508.1 Write 50,000 in Chinese: ...........
0508.2 How do you say 100,000?

e« A —J7

e B.—FH

« C.+J

« D.—HT
0508.3 Match the numbers.
e 1. —J7

e 1. —HAH

e 1. —f¢

. 1. T2

« A. 1,000,000,000
« B. 1,000,000

« C. 10,000

« D. 100,000,000
0508.4 —TJ7 means ten million.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0508.5 You read that the city of Chongqing has about thirty million people and
wonder how to say it. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Times to the minute (X ... 4)
0509.1 Write 10:30 with 22: + & ...

SN e

0509.2 What time is 2143 JL?

o A.10:09

« B. 850

« C.9:10

o D. 9:50

0509.3 Build: “I get up at a quarter past six.”

Arrange all chunks: . I / /N8 —%] / & / &K,
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0509.4 8:05 is said /\ &

4> with no 2.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0509.5 You are buying a train ticket and the clerk tells you the departure time. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Telling the hour (Number + &)
0510.1 Ask: “What time is it now?” BFE oo 17
0510.2 How do you say “2 o’clock in the afternoon”?

o AR

« B. NFTE

o C. RPN

o DA

0510.3 Build: “I go to bed at nine in the evening.”

Arrange all chunks: JU& / Wi b/ 3%/ B
0510.4 = and =A4~/]N} mean the same.

—= DN

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0510.5 Your new school timetable starts much earlier than you are used to. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Approximating with sequential numbers

0507.1 +JL

4 J1. = between eleven and nineteen.

0507.2 D. HNK

Two neighbouring numbers, smaller first, then the measure word or noun.

0507.3 1-B: —+£4 = twenty-odd; 2-D: JL-+4> = dozens; 3-C: = +FLEH =
around thirty years old; 4-A: - /\]> = seven or eight

%, JL, 54 and neighbouring numbers all give approximate amounts.
0507.4 %% LA A

Neighbouring numbers + measure word + noun.

0507.5 One possible response: Tt /\ 1 A.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The measure word comes after both numbers: =44~ A, not =/ P44~ A.

o With £ and round tens, £ goes before the measure word: —+£4~, not — -+~
% (for amounts under ten, £ follows the measure word: =/~Z /M),

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Big numbers: Jj / {Z

0508.1 fi.Jy

50,000 = 5 x 10,000 = T.77.

0508.2 C. +J7

100,000 = 10 x 10,000 = + 4.

0508.3 1-C: —J7 = 10,000; 2-B: —H Ji = 1,000,000; 3-D: —4Z = 100,000,000; 4-A:
142 = 1,000,000,000

Chinese groups large numbers in fours.

0508.4 True.

1,000 x 10,000 = 10,000,000.

0508.5 One possible response: EHKA=TZ H A.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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« 100,000 is +77, not —H T: Chinese has no “hundred thousand” unit, so regroup
by fours.

o A million is —H /i, not — /i }i; —H Ji is an old word for —1Z.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Times to the minute (& ... 4)

0509.1 3}

2 after j = half past.

0509.2 B. 8:50

Z%+/+ L5 = ten minutes to nine.

0509.3 FH 7S —ZlE K.

Subject + part of the day + time + verb.

0509.4 False.

For 1-9 minutes add 2&: J\ £ ZE H.4).

0509.5 One p0551ble response: ‘KZE/\ 5 _+H5THF.

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Put the clock time before the verb: It AR K, not FAT KL .

o Say W5 for 2:00, not — 5.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Telling the hour (Number + f&)
0510.1 JL

JL/5 asks the hour.

0510.2 A. T/

Part of the day first, and 2:00 is P &
0510.3 FHf b U HED .

Subject + part of the day + time + verb.

0510.4 False.

= 4 is 3 o’clock; =A~/NH} is three hours.

0510.5 One possible response: FHA1H -t & Fif.

AN



Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

The time goes before the verb: F 7~ 5 FHE, not I IS S

Use W & for 2 o’clock, not — .

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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