Adjectives
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Adjective + T (extremely)

B fBEF7 is not enough
» Your friend has cooked for you, and the food is far better than “quite good”.
o XAZEIFEAR T ! — “This dish is absolutely delicious!” #% T pushes the adjective
to its top degree.

B Put ${ T after the adjective

e Subject + Adjective + & T: the adjective comes first and % | closes the
clause.

o The adjective stands alone in front of #2 T, so f& and JE%; drop out: T, ¥
W, T

SREIRT -
jin tian re ji le
Word guide: 4>k — today; # — hot; #2 T — extremely.

Adjective + k7T : extremely

thing verb link
XTANES =
B 53172 w7
zhége cai haochi ji'le
this dish tasty extremely

B Feelings work the same way

o Feeling words take 2 T too: IFEIXMMER, BEMXET . — “When I heard the

news, I was overjoyed.”
o A few feeling verbs also accept it: EKM T . — “I absolutely love it.”

EE, RERT .
kdo wan yi hou wo léi ji le
Word guide: #%5¢ — finish the exam; PAJG — after; 3 — I; & — tired; # T — extremely.
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B Two places it goes wrong

e No fR or 3E# in front: say 4% T, not fRIF4% T, because #)¢ T already carries
the degree.

o % T never comes before the adjective: ¥4 T, not i 74

" R + Adj, JE¥ + Adj and Adj + BT

o ¥ + Adj is the neutral description (KMRE); dEH + Adj is strong and fits
writing as well as speech.

o Adj + #% T is spoken and exclamatory, often a reaction: A: ZMHE[STL? B: 4% 1!

HMERTL? R T !

wai mian léng ma léng ji le

Word guide: #MA — outside; ¥ — cold; ¥ — cold; ¢ T — extremely.

B Recap

o Adjective + R = extremely, absolutely; it ends the clause.

e No 1R or % before it. Use it to react with feeling, mostly in speech.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)

B Describing a picture in a lively way

¢ You are describing a child’s drawing: big eyes, a round face, a very tidy room.

o WHE—PRKHIIBEE. — “She has big, big eyes.” Doubling the adjective paints a

vivid picture.

B One-syllable adjectives: AA

« A one-syllable adjective repeats as AA, usually followed by [/ before a noun: X
KIHRAG, £LELHSER.

o The second syllable is often said lightly; the tone of the first stays clear.

A —BUR KA HRE -

ta you yi shuang da da de yan jing

Word guide: i — she; /5 — has; —3{ — a pair of; KKK — big, big; IR — eyes.

A doubled adjective + B9 paints a picture

who verb  num ber link thing

it =) —xXX PAWN: Y BRES

ta you yi shuang dada de yanjing

she has a pair of big, big eyes




B Two-syllable adjectives: AABB

o A two-syllable adjective AB doubles each syllable: |- — T8, 5% — B
B, i - HERER

« The doubled form can describe a noun or an action: JFa)+TEHFHT / fhE 2%
MHEI T .

A R EFT ST T4
ta ba fdng jian da sdo de gan gan jing jing de
Word guide: fii — he; FF[E] — room; 739 — cleaned; T T4+ — spotlessly clean.

B What doubling already says

e No fR or B in front: K KAIIREG, not R AR KAJIRIE, because doubling already
adds the degree.

o The common adjectives taught here use AABB, as in | T###. Some other
adjectives allow ABAB, so learn each adjective and its accepted reduplicated form.

B Doubled adjectives describe, they do not compare

o Doubled forms describe how something looks or feels; they do not take A~: say
T, not AT EHg

o Many are fixed habits of speech. Learn common ones as chunks: g 8HiE, IiF
HRE, mm .

PRIFIFRBIE .

ni hdo hdo xiu xi ba

Word guide: {K — you; {4 — properly; K&, — rest.

B Recap

o One syllable: AA(H)) — KKH), Z4017). Two syllables: AABB — T4, &

= VYAY)

e Doubling adds vividness and degree, so drop ff and do not negate it with /.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb)
B How did they do it?

e Your grandmother crosses the busy road carefully; your little brother does his
homework seriously for once.

o B EBHET T, — “Grandma slowly walks across the road.” #f turns a

description into how the action is done.
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B Adjective + # + Verb

« Subject + Adjective + Ht + Verb: the description comes before the verb and
Hi (de) links them.

« Two-syllable adjectives are the most common: A E#h2F 2], = 2% i, LA
H.

flA B .

ta ren zhén de xué xi
Word guide: i — he; JAE — seriously; 2%>) — study.

Adjective + #l + verb: how it was done

who how verb where
g1EH 7Es B

nainai manman de z6u guod malu
Grandma slowly walks across the road

B Doubled and phrase descriptions

« Doubled adjectives often take Hi: B FAIEE M XME R T. — “The children
went home happily.”

o A short phrase works too: fRRHIIZSE TR, IEHE/INOHFTH &1
BFIIREISERT .

hdi zi men gao gao xing xing de hui jia le
Word guide: %] — the children; &52%% — happily; [B1Z — go home.
B Keep the order and the character straight

o Hhi comes before the verb: I\ EH#i2#>]. After the verb you need 5: fh=#51RIA
H.

o Write #i, not [, between the description and the verb; both are read de.

B i before the verb, 8§ after it

o fIAEHEEL tells how he does it: carefully, while doing it.

o B ESARIAE comments on the result or manner after the fact: “He writes very
carefully.”

ERRIAE.

ta xi¢ de hén rén zhen

Word guide: fifi — he; 5 — writes; fR — very; A& — carefully.



B Recap
o Adjective + # + Verb = do something in that way: {285, I\ B
o Hb sits before the verb; 15 follows the verb. Keep B for nouns.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Adjective + T (extremely)

0101.1 Complete the reaction to a great film:
0101.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A RARIFRT .

o B RAARFEER T .

o C. RAMTEF.

o D. RAEIRT -

0101.3 A friend asks #PHE[¥S1? Replying ¥3#% 1! is natural spoken Chinese.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

MHEPHE -

0101.4 Build: “I was overjoyed when I heard the news.”

Arrange all chunks: # 7. / WTEXMNEE, /& / &%

0101.5 Your friend has cooked for you, and the food is far better than “quite good”.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)

0102.1 Double #E#E (clear): ZZIHHE FIBEAS oo T
0102.2 Which phrase is correct?

o A ZLZIER

o B. RELLARER

o C.RLLIER

o D. ZLLLL11I5R

0102.3 Match each adjective to its doubled form.

o 1. %

o 1. T

e 1. 18

. 1.

o A KK

o B TTHg
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o C. |88

o D. S

0102.4 T can be doubled as T-§ T to describe a room.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0102.5 You are describing a child’s drawing: big eyes, a round face, a very tidy room.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb)

0103.1 Fill in the particle: 28 ... B

0103.2 Choose the particle for both blanks: fii/5 2% Ph o wEE R 7
o A . Hb

« B .1

o« C. 15 . Hb

« D.#h .. 15

0103.3 Build: “Grandma walks slowly across the road.”

Arrange all chunks: £ / 7305 / 5% / . / 1219H

0103.4 fiiz#>JIAEHL. is a correct way to say “He studies seriously.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0103.5 Your grandmother crosses the busy road carefully; your little brother does
his homework seriously for once. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Adjective + T (extremely)
0101.1 #; |
HHEW T = “absolutely brilliant”. 2T follows the adjective directly.

0101.2 D. REHH T »

% T follows a bare adjective. fR and JE# would add a second degree word, and F
T never comes first.

0101.3 True.

Adj + ¢ T is typical of spoken reactions. In a formal report JE#;¥% would be more
usual.

0101.4 WrEXANMHE, FEtl 1.

Time clause first, then Subject + Adjective + #% T IFEXMNEE, KM T .
0101.5 One possible response: X/~SEHMZAK 1!

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e No f or JE# in front: say {FH% T, not fRIFH% T, because % T already carries
the degree.

e }& T never comes before the adjective: ¥4% T, not % &
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)

0102.1 jEiE#R4E

A two-syllable adjective AB doubles as AABB, so ji#% becomes 5 £
0102.2 A. 21215

AA + HJ + noun. Doubling already adds degree, so fR is not added, and doubled
forms are not negated with .

0102.3 1-D: B53% = BB 2-B: T = T T4 3-C:
PN

One syllable gives AA; two syllables give AABB.

0102.4 False.

The two-syllable adjectives taught here double as AABB (1 #+4t). ABAB is the
usual pattern for two-syllable verbs such as #F5¢#F5%; only a few descriptive adjectives
such as & take ABAB.

IZing

= 4A K =

I
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0102.5 One possible response: i —3 KK ATHREE .
Check meaning and form:
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o No f¢ or JE# in front: K ARG, not R A KR, because doubling already
adds the degree.

o The common adjectives taught here use AABB, as in Tt Some other
adjectives allow ABAB, so learn each adjective and its accepted reduplicated form.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb)

0103.1 i

Adjective + Hii + Verb. L E 15 = “read quietly”.

0103.2 D. #b .. 15

B4 (M before the verb) and Z1HR 4 (15 after the verb).

0103.3 G g e ik .

Subject + Adjective + Hii + Verb + Object.

0103.4 False.

Hb + description must come before the verb (A EHI2%>]), or use 15 after it (fh2f

RRINE).

0103.5 One possible response: 551885 i T .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Hbi comes before the verb: JAEHI~2%>]. After the verb you need #5: fh2#f51R 1A
H.

o Write #i, not [1§J, between the description and the verb; both are read de.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



